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NOTICE. 



If I have introduced into the text, contrary to 
the general practice, a number of documents, and 
extracts from documents, some of them of con- 
siderable length, I have done so on the principle 
I set out with in writing my Letter to Lord 
Bathurst, namely, never to make a single assertion 
without instantly following it up by documentary 
or other proof 9 so that the whole state of each 
individual case should be embraced by the eye at 
once. Had I thrown these documentary proofs 
into the Appendix, they would have lost half, 
and perhaps in many cases, all their effect; for 
people do not like to break off in the middle of a 
narrative, to seek, in another part of the book, 
for illustrations or proofs. ^ 
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LETTER 



TO 



EARL BATHURST, 



Sfc. fyc. 



Park-street, Grosvenor-square, April 6, 1827. 
MY LORD, 

Four months have now elapsed since I 
presented myself at the door of your Lordship's 
office, in the hopes of being honoured by a per- 
sonal interview, when I was met by a letter, in- 
stead of being admitted into your presence ; and 
that letter, which referred only to one part of the 
business on which I had previously solicited the 
honour of seeing your Lordship, coupled with the 
circumstances of its delivery, gave me a pretty 
clear intimation that my re-appearance in Downing* 
street would neither be expected nor welcome. 

Thus situated, I have come to the determination 
of addressing to your Lordship this letter, by which, 
you will be made acquainted with some facts, in 
the right understanding of which I am myself per- 
sonally interested, and by which your Lordship 
will be enabled to form, I hope, a judgment 
between Lord Charles Somerset and myself, as to 



the measures adopted by me, generally, in my 
administration of the government of the Cape of 
Good Hope ; but particularly as to my measures 
for establishing above 5000 British settlers in 
that Colony, and those pursued by Lord Charles 
Somerset for the total subversion of all I had 
done under your Lordship's instructions and sanc- 
tion ; and, I am proud to say, with your Lordship's 
entire approbation. 

The late period to which the consideration of 
my petition to the House of Commons against an 
undue return for Stockbridge is deferred, coupled 
with the reports I hear, that Lord Charles Somer- 
set announces, with much confidence, his return to 
the Cape of Good Hope at no distant period, ren- 
ders it imperative on mo, while he is present hi 
this eountry, to afford to him »» opportunity of 
explaining and justifying teyeur Lordship, if he 
ean, his conduct, in what I have- ever considered 
as a wanton and very unjustifiable destruction of 
the hopes and . actual prosperity of a large body 
of British sellers in Albany, the details of which 
will now thus meet your Lordship's* eye, instead 
of behig addressed tot your Lordship's ear, which 
in att probability they wjeuld have been, had I been 
deemed worthy ef the homrar of being admitted 
to a personal interview when 1 solicited,, and when, 
f confess, i expected it: 

But, my Lord 1 , although I have the most entire 
feManee on the accuracy of ray friend — I hope he 
will allow me to call him so— Mr. Hay, your Lord* 
ship*s Under-Secretary, in conveying te you* Lerd- 



ship my wishes to see you, and the objects I had 
in view, I will beg leave here to te-statej dnd to 
bring before you; not only what passed between 
Mr. Hay and myself, bat ifrhat led to my request- 
ing tb be admitted iiito your Lordship's presence; 

Immediately on my arrival from the Gape ih 
1822> I waited on yobr Lordship, arid I wds re- 
ceived by you id the most flattering manner, and 
I then leaftit from you, that a despatch had been 
written to me by your Lordship, conveying to nie 
iny Sdvei-feign's ffiost gfaciotis approval of my 
conduct, in carrying on the government of the 
Cape of Good Hope, which information you were 
pleased to accotftpatiy by a repetition of your own 
entire satisfaction. 

It natufally b&rame an object of dediffe with me 
to gfet possession of the despatch in questioif, 
and which had passed me at sea; I therefore aj£- 
plied to the Under-Secretary of your Department 
for an authenticated copy of it, when I learned 
that it was contrary tor crfficiafl rfsage; to gratft 
copies of any p&pdrs to individuals from an office 
of a Secretary of State j but, by a courtesy 
which! I have always acknowledged with thanks?, 
and which tallies with ail the conduct of Mi. 
Wttmofr Hortort towards me, that geritlemsto 
put me ittofBcially in possession of the general 
tenotf 6f the despatch in Question ; but, as I ob- 
tained thrs unofficial information, through lh6 
personal kindness of Mr. Wilmot Hortow, I felt 
that I could not with any solrt of propriety, refer 
officially to any thing I had learned from him ; 
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not wait on your Lordship, to make any repre- 
sentations on the ground of a paper, of which 
you had a right to assume I could know nothing 
till the original reached me. Thus circumstanced, 
I wrote to the Secretary of the Colony at the 
Cape, claiming this despatch. The first answer 
I got consisted of a few lines, and on which I 
cannot now lay my hands, merely announcing to 
me, that they knew nothing of any such despatch 
at the Cape. I again wrote in vain ; but lastly, I 
addressed a letter to the Secretary of the Colony 
as follows :— 



" Cheltenham, August 16th, 1823. 



" SIR, 



" In November last I addressed a letter to 
"you, desiring that a despatch, which Earl Ba- 
" tburst had written to me on the close of my go- 
u vernment of the Cape of Good Hope, might be re- 
<k turned to me ; and I expressed my surprise, as I 
" must again do, that a communication so entirely 
"♦personal to myself should not at once have been 
"returned to me, without any application on my 
part. A year and an half has now elapsed 
since that despatch must have reached the Cape 
* 4 <of Good Hope, and it has not yet been sent to 
" me. I must, therefore, again call on you, 
"^either to forward it to me at once, and to ac- 
"•count for the great delay which has occurred, 
" or that you will, in case the despatch in question 
" has been destroyed, or suppressed, by any per- 
u son whatever, acquaint me with* the particulars, 
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a and by whom it may have been so destroyed, 
" or suppressed ; for, as it contained the King's 
a gracious expression of his royal approbation, 
" it is my intention to lay a Memorial at his 
" Majesty's feet, in case any man shall have dared 
" to intercept such a communication to me from 
u my Sovereign. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

« R. S. Donkin." 

" To Colonel Bird, Secretary to the Colony, 
" Cape of Good Hope." 



This produced an answer from Colonel Bird, 
the Secretary, which began by stating, that he 
had applied to the Postmaster-General at the 
Cape on the subject, whose reply simply was, 
" that all despatches from the Secretary of 
" State are contained in a box, or a leathern 
" bag, which is delivered (at the Government 
House) without being opened by any one of 
" this (the Post-Office) department." Colonel 
Bird's letter to me concludes with the following 
sentence : " I have also communicated to his 
Excellency, Lord Charles Somerset, on the 2d 
day of this month, (December, 1823,) your 
anxiety with respect to the despatch in question, 
" when his Ldfdship informed me, that he did 
" not recollect having seen any despatch of the 
" nature of the one you mention" 

a I regret the disappointment this fruitless in- 
" quiry will occasion, and have the honour to be, 
"&c. (Signed) «C. Bird." 
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Here then is a distinct denial on the part of 
Lord Charles Somerset of any knowledge of your 
Lordship's despatch to me. 

I begbn to thiftk the search hopeless,, when the 
Appointment of my friend, General Botirke, to 
the Lieutenant Government, gave me reason to 
hope that I should succeed at last, and accor- 
dingly I gave him a written memorandum, claiming 
from him, as soon as he should be in authority, 
the despatch in question. Soon after his arrival, 
he wrote to me as follows; on the band or wrapper 
covering the authenticated copy of the despatch 
I had so long wanted — no date ; but by his next 
letter it will appear that this first short memo- 
randum must have been written March 2d, 1826. 

" MY DEAR DONKIN, , 

" The original, of which the enclosed is d 
" copy, having arrived after you had left the Co- 
v lony, was Returned to Lord Bathurst's Office 
'* for you, a«d a copy of it placed amongst th6 
H *ecefr ds in the office here. It was thought you 
^ Would wish to have the original, which was 
€S accordingly sent borne fbt yon. It is curious 
**how it bets missed. Lord Charles Somerset 
€i told Colonel Bird, sOme years since, the namte 
u of the ship conveying the mtfff, in which thgtt 
4i letter went, but he cannot now recollect if. 

u Yours ever, 

u R. BOTTRKE.' 



:• »> 
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And this is followed by a second communication, 
dated March 4th, 1826, saying, 

" MY DEAR DONK1N, 

€i Since I wrote to you on the 2d, I 
* have been informed by Sir Richard Plasket, 
u that upon examining some heaps of papers, 
" preparatory to Lord Charles . Somerset's de- 
#4 parture; Lord Bathursfs letter to yen Was 
€€ discovered* 

It seems that the duplicate arrived here 
before the original^ and the duplicate was re* 
turned (as has already been stated) to Downing- 
street for you — afterwards came the original, &c." 



it 
it 



Now, my Lord, I roust beg leave to call your 
Lordship's attention to the following points ; not 
under any expectation that your Lordship will be 
aWe either to reconcile, or to understand them, 
for I can do neither ; but thai this whole transaction 
may come before your eyes is one connected 
point of view. 

In the firs* place, here is a despatch from yeur 
Lordship, as Secretary of State, conveying the 
King's approbation to one of his subjects, and 
which despatch was withheld from him to whom it 
was addressed, for nearly five years. 

Secondly, comes » declaration from the Post- 
master-General at the\!ape, that alt despatches 
from your Lordship are carried at once to the 
Government Bouse, in the bag or box m wfiiefc 
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they came, and which is never opened by any 
body at the Post-office. 

Thirdly, comes the distinct admission, by Major- 
General Bourke, in the name of Lord Charles 
Somerset, that both the original and duplicate of 
your Lordship's despatch had formerly arrived at 
the Cape. And he states, too, that Lord Charles 
Somerset told Colonel Bird, " some years since/ 9 
the name of the ship in which the despatch for me 
was returned to Downing-street, and where your 
Lordship may easily ascertain if ever it was re- 
ceived, and if it was, why it was not forwarded to me. 

Yet, fourthly, in spite of these marked facts, 
namely, two safe arrivals of the same despatch 
at the Cape, (which could not have left agree- 
able recollections with him who opened and 
read it twice over, and therefore was the more 
likely to be remembered,) and, in spite of 
Lord Charles Somerset having told Colonel 
Bird even the very name of the ship, &c. 
" some years before/ 9 he directs Colonel Bird to 
tell me, " that he did not recollect any despatch, of 
u the nature of the one I was in search of " ! ! ! 
I declare to Heaven, that I can, scarcely believe 
my own eyes, when I read over these things thus 
placed in juxtaposition ! 

And now, my Lord, permit me to lay before you 
the despatch in question, than which a more honor- 
able, more flattering, or more complete approval 
was never conveyed by a minister of the crown 
to a grateful subject: I make no apology for thus 
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publishing a despatch so entirely personal to my- 
self, for, by doing so, I disclose no official secrets, 
I betray no trust, nor do I make public a single 
fact affecting anybody or thing but myself, and 
this remark will apply generally to every thing I 
shall publish in this Letter. 



" Downing-street, Sept. 28th, 1821. 



" SIR, 



€€ 
€( 
€€ 



€i -I have received and laid before the 
€€ King, your despatches marked € separate/ of 
u the 5th and 15th of June; and, although the 
" departure of Lord Charles Somerset for the 
€i Cape has superseded the necessity of my con- 
veying to you any instructions with respect to 
them, yet I cannot, at the close of my official 
correspondence with you, refuse myself the sa- 
" lisfaction of assuring you that His Majesty has 
" been graciously pleased to express his approba- 
" tion of the manner in which you have, during 
" the absence of Lord Charles Somerset, admi- 
€i nistered the government of the Colony, 

His Majesty is sensible that the settlement of 
so large a body of settlers as that sent from this 
country in 1819, imposed upon you an unusual 
u and a difficult duty ; and although the Settlers 
" have themselves given the most unequivocal tes- 
a timony to the merit of your arrangements, yet 
<f His Majesty feels it due to you to express the 
" sense which he entertains of the activity and 
<c zeal with which you applied yourself to fulfil 
" His Majesty's views with respect to these indivi- 



€€ 
€€ 
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" duals, to which may, hi a great degree, be attri* 
" bitted, the general satisfaction fcnd comfort 
" which now prevails amongst them. 

" I have the honor to be v 

"Sir, 
" Your most obedietft butfibk Servant, 

(Signed) " Bathurst." 

Now, my Lord, on this despatch I rest-^forsuch 
a testimonial I never cacrld either havie looked or 
asked ; but having received \t r I will wot/aUotfr fhe? 
opinion* expressed thereinto be weakened, car seti 
aside, by any sufo€Kp*ent acte or representations 
of Lovd Charles Somerset for want of a Mb and 
comptake exposure of att the prints: bearingr ©frthis 
casey as. it conrerns me ass wdt as tie welfiwe of 
6000 of my f^ocw^ub^ejcta^, who wway by tice cbelr- 
berafo determination 06 the Legislature and Go- 
vermueuir enabled at 9 large expenss) to ttasr eoait- 
try te emigrate' to Soothe rm Africa. 

Sooa after getting t&isi d«fcspateh, I addressed 
the follawin^lietter to y(M» Lca^dfihipv 

" : Pa*fc-«treet, fSir*mnaop 9qaaraj S#ptt Iff,- 1986:. 

*- - • 

" MY J-ORD, 

"- Itris only lately that I have been- abte 
" to; obtain^ through: ther intervention of? Afts$k>f- 
u Gonenl: Bouvke, Whose intenfiireitee B ha$ re*, 
^quested before; ha fefb England, aii\ awtheatfc 
" cated oopy of the despatch whijelif yo w Loiidsiiip 
€i did me the houortoi write to me ont the: close of 
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" my administration of the Government of the Gape 
" of Good Hope, dated September 26, 1821. 

" The original and the duplicate have both 
" been withheld from me, and, it is only by the 
u possession of the ' copy/ which I now have, 
u that I am enabled, thus late, to address your 
" Lordship in those terms of respect and dutiful 
a thankfulness which such a mark of my Sove- 
€i reign's approbation ought to call forth, and 
which I beg leave now to. offer, and at the same 
time to express ta your Lordship, the high sense 
" I entertain of the manner in which you have 
" been pleased to convey to me His Majesty's 
" gracious approbation. 

i will not trouble your Lordship with any ob- 
servation^ or inquiries- a$ to, th$ possible eauses 
which have tihusL, for nearly five years, withheld 
from me the official knowledge of the existence 
and tenor of this (tp, me) ipps& invaluable docu- 
" ment ; but I think it right tb^t your Lordship 
should know, that, having learnt in this country 
that sjiph a document existed, I have repeatedly 
applied to the Secretary of the Colony at the 
Gape, to haye it sent to me* when I have 
always been, informed that no such paper was to 
be found); and when I 'received i& 1 was pre- 
pairing to: address, your Lordship, to request, that 
aa the.Gpv.emoK of the Cape of Good Hope had 
" landed in England, you. would be pleased to 
" direct inquiry to be made of him if he had. any 
" knowledge of the causes which had intercepted 
u a gracious communication from my Sovereign to 



a 
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" me, and prevented me from receiving the highest 
" reward I could receive as a subject and an officer; 
{'.namely, the King's clearly expressed and entire 
" approbation both of my administration in general, 
" and of the manner in which I had conducted the 
" settlement of the large body of British subjects 
wfocame out to the Colony in 1819. 

I at* not without fear that your Lordship may, 
in this long interval, have imputed my not ac- 
knowledging your Lordship's despatch to either 
negligence or to a want of a due sense and grati- 
tude for so distinguished an honour ; but having 
" taken this opportunity of showing to your Lord- 
" ship the real cause of . my silence, it only re- 
" mains for me to say, that as soon as your Lord- 
ship comes to town, I shall, with permission, 
pay my respects personally to your Lordship, 
€€ and assure you with what entire respect 

" I have the honor to be, 

" Your Lordship's most obliged 
" and obedient Servant, 

" R. S. Donkin." 

Some time after this your Lordship came to 
town, and I took an opportunity of seeing your 
Under Secretary, Mr. Hay, and of stating to him 
the objects I had in view, in soliciting an audience 
of your Lordship, which were two : First, to offer 
my most grateful and dutiful thanks to my Sove- 
reign for the despatch of which I have been speak- 
ing; land secondly, to ask your Lordship to sub- 
mit to his Majesty my name, with your recommen- 
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dation, that I should receive some mark of his 
.Royal favour for service done and acknowledged 
under you, and which I had particular reasons for 
wishing to receive, after all that had occurred at 
the Cape, and the change which I thought I per- 
ceived in your Lordship's disposition towards me, 
but which I distinctly disclaimed all intention or 
wish to obtain with the remotest idea of convey- 
ing censure or disapprobation towards another. 

This was the message left to be conveyed to 
your Lordship, and when, by Mr. Hay's desire, I 
called two days after, to know your Lordship's 
pleasure, I received, instead of admission, a let- 
ier from you, which having read, had the effect of 
convincing me that I was labouring under some 
mistake, and I retired with feelings to which your 
Lordship's high station can never have exposed 
you, and of which you therefore can have no idea, 
but I can assure you they were by no means of an 
agreeable nature ; and after a deliberation of 
four months, they have produced this address to 
your Lordship. 

I will confess, my Lord, that there was a third 
subject on which I did expect, and hope to have 
had some conversation with your Lordship, but I 
could not touch on this to Mr. Hay, because the 
mention of it would be contingent on your Lord- 
ship's first introducing it ; I mean the real state 
and history of the Settlers in Albany, the cause* 
of their numerous distresses, and other matter* 
connected with a subject with which I atu, or 
ought to be, intimately acquainted; but the repuJ*e 

b 
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I met with extinguished ail expectations of that 
tort, and I must therefore have recourse to tiiis 
node of laying before your Lordship's eyes dome 
truths and some information which I had . rather 
hare conveyed in another way, had the opportu- 
nity been afforded to me. 

Your Lordship will recollect, that when Lord 
Gharies Somerset returned to the Cape, and re- 
lieved me in the government I had occlusion to 
make a Report* to your Lordship of some re- 
markable circumstances which took place at the 
Hume, and to which I allude here, only for the 
purpose of mentioning that the consequence was, 
Lord Charles Somerset neither saw me, nor bad 
any communication with me, either relative to the 
new settlement m Albany, or to the colony at 
large, the government of which was about to pass 
from my hands to his. How he could reconcile 
this to a proper and faithful discharge of his public 
duty* it is neither my business nor my inclination 
to inquire; but— nswch was the feet— we never 
met nor exchanged a word together. 

He appears to have landed highly dissatisfied 
about something, and with expressions and feelings 
very hostile to me : with his -satisfaction or da* 
satisfaction— -with hi* hostility, or friendly feeling 
towards nte, I hare nothing to do. They were 
alike indifferent to me then and now ; but when he 
came forth with the formidable and incredible 
declaration/ that, u He would undo all that had 

<M^- — — i i n > — — — i ■ » " « ■ ) » ■ i ■ i i ■ wi i » ■»— -+m— ^— fc^»i» m tmtm — — «■— mmm^*~ 

* This Report wiU *c found in the Appendix, marked A, 



been done w his absence ;" that, *' all was wrong;* 
I began myself to share, on tkife account, in die 
alarms of the Colonists, who, as they hqd been 
happy for two years under my government, wanted 
no violent changes ; and fhey heard wrfli terror of 
the deracinating process which was threatened, 
and the sensation produced in Albany was beyond 
description. 

When I say that the Colonists bad been happy 
under my government, I say so "without fear of 
contradiction; for in the midst of those menaces 
and demonstrations, the public functionaries, the 
merchants, and otter udM&itajtt?, had the courage 
to wait on me when <mi of office, with two adv 
dresses, not only wholly unsolicited; fctrt wholly 
unloosed for by me, and which I have transcribed 
for your Lordship's information ? and thus your 
Lord^bJp will *ee th^t the firpt opinion yp* were 
pleased to form of me, was m xmison wiih the 
feelings of all that was most respectable and dig- 
nified in the Colony. I sihafl just remark here in 
passing, that having intimated to the Secretary of 
the Colony, my wish that notice should be taken 
of these hoootxrable iestixponials in the Cape 
Official {Sazette, fce bright me for answer, that 
** LordOharles Sonefset would j£1ow of no suck 
** <hing.** They appear, fcowe^w, »ow before 
you, and therefore, in a more important and <!Bg- 
nified station ; and I cannot help hoping, and in- 
4ead almost bejieying, that your lordship will 
nead them with saiisfactioa on my account— ior 
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towards me, personally, your Lordship cannot 
have the slightest cause of displeasure. 

ADDRESS OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE. 

• "Sir Rufane Donkin, — In the name of the Court of 
Justice, in that of his Majesty's Fiscal, and in that of the 
President and Members of the Burgher Senate, and other 
Public Boards and Functionaries here present, I beg to express 
to your Excellency, as his Majesty's late acting -Governor in 
this Colony, our sense of sincere gratitude for your active and 
'benevolent administration, which, under circumstances of some 
difficulty, has been productive of concord and tranquillity 
throughout this Colony. 

" The Court of Justice, in particular, in conjunction with his 
Majesty's Fiscal,' and other Officers connected with that part of 
the public administration of this Colony, have to acknowledge 
your protection and support in the discharge of their arduous 
duties; which, added to the tenor of your general conduct 
amongst us, claims our best wishes for your future welfare and 
happiness ; and, whilst the recollection of your administration 
will call forth sentiments of respect and esteem from the in- 
habitants of this Colony,* they. cherish a confident hope, that 
you will not cease to be their well-wisher, and that you will 
.warmly join our colonial friends in Great Britain, in promoting 
. our interests at home, whenever, and wherever, an opportunity 
may offer to do so." 

ADDRESS OF MR. T. CiCADOGAN. 

u Sir,— The Merchants of this his Majesty's Settlement of 
the Cape of Good Hope, warmly appreciating the high-minded 
principles of justice, integrity, and active benevolence, that 
have conspicuously marked, in their humble judgment, your truly 
meritorious administration of the Government of H this Colony, 
during the period his Majesty was pleased to repose the trust in 
-your hands, as late acting Governor, now respectfully beg leave 
to wait on you with this sincere homage of their grateful esteem, 
previously to your approaching departure for England. 
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" Their spontaneous unfeigned thanks they present to you,: 
Sir, for your accessibility at all times — for your unceasing and 
earnest study and promotion of the best interests of this Colony, 
for your strict regard to public justice, and your great dili- 
gence in the personal performance of your arduous duties — for 
the extension of the coasting trade, so virtually conducive to 
the future welfare of the new Settlements on the frontier, ani- 
mated and fostered. by the survey made by Captain Moresby, 
of his Majesty's ship Menai, whilst you yourself were upon the 
spot — for your most humane and judicious arrangements for 
the present and permanent comfort and prosperity of the nu- 
merous Settlers arrived from England — for the especial proofs 
of your attention to the commercial interests of this Colony, 
and thereby to those of Great Britain herself, by the foundation, 
laid of a light-house, the establishment of Captain Marryatt'9 
code of signals, in which you anticipated the desire of the 
gentlemen of Lloyd's, and by your proposed design of com- 
pleting, if possible, the grand work of a break-water. 

" For these, amongst many other instances, both general and 
particular, of your late administration as acting Governor of 
the Cape of Good Hope, supported throughout by the able, 
upright, and efficient civil branches of this Government, the 
Merchants are happy in praying the favour of your acceptance 
of this expression of their acknowledgments. 

" May your valuable life, Sir, long be preserved for the 
service of your country, and the happineas of your family and 
friends." 

This brings me to the catastrophe of the new 
Settlement in Albany. I hear that Lord Charles 
Somerset denies having made any such declara- 
tion on landings as has been attributed to him. 1 
am quite willing to give him all the benefit of such 
denial, and to assume that that story had its 
foundation in the alarms only of some inhabitant 
of Cape Town. What will that do, or how wilt 
such denial affect what I am going to detail ? for 
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I am going to deal with Lord Charles Somerset's 
actions, attd not with his words, about which I 
should never have thought a second time^ if they 
had not been followed up by a series of actions in 
perfect keeping with the astounding denunciation 
attributed to him ; aad reported to ine? by at least 
a dozen persons, who say they heard H. 

Not a day was lost. Measures were immediately 
taken for the subversion of every Establishment, 
civil and military, formed by me. Neither Thing 
nor Person was spared; and the whole of my 
arrangements for the Settlers, which had received 
your Lordship's reputed approbation, and the 
strongly expressed thanks and approval of the 
Settlers themselves, was without inquiry, without 
information, and without authority > at once swept 
away* 

I say, toy Lord, Without inquiry, for, as I have 
already told you, Lord Charles Somerset never 
saw me, nor put a single question to me. I say, 
witbomt information, for he neither took time, 
nor showed 4he least disposition to communicate 
wi]th the Settlers themselves, and he refused to 
hear what Cotooel Bird, the Secretary of the 
Geiony, wished to communicate to him.* The 
whirlwind was at it* height, aftd what with dust, 
noise, and vertigo^ Reason and Reflection were 
btittded, aad thrown headlong into the vortex. 

* I hare th» from Colonel Bird himself, in answer to me, 
if lieal reproached him for not having Blade battle, aad protected 
my measures, concerted in perfect concurrence with himself. 
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But I have said thai all this extraordinary pro* 
needing was carried on without authority, and 
this I say 'm the name, and on the behalf of your 
Lordship; for I will never allow myself tothiak, 
nor any man to amy uncontradicted, in my hearing, 
thai such an inconsistency can have prevailed in 
your great office as for you to tett one man, myself, 
for nearly two years, that all he had been doing 
in regard to the Settlers was right, and that you 
ooald then directly send out another man with 
authority to overturn the whole of H, because it 
rr^ wrong; bat if I have not proved by reasoning 
and inference, the impossibility of Lord Charles 
Somerset having your Lordship's authority for 
the work of destruction in which he engaged so 
precipitately, I will prove by a feet that he had 
it not — by the fact that he was followed out to 
the Gape by a despatch from your Lordship, 
written after be had sailed, and dated the * 29th 

* Colonel Bird has already been made answerable for so 
many offences which believer committed, for instance, Buissihne'3 
arppoMmeat, ftc. (see my tetter to* Lord Cfefedoit in the 
Appendix, marked B) that I feet myself called en to take e»i» 
that no additieoftl eaea shall he laid m hi* throefh my £mlfe 
I therefore distinctly declare that I did notcome to the knowledge 
of this despatch by his means ; and farther, that Colonel Bird's 
name shaff be affixed to every piece of information or subject 
for which I am indebted to hhrt. I protest against any blame 
beipg attached to tin* for eettespooiing with me after I kft 
the Cepe. It «e* hfe duty to df so. He wee attacked, end I 
was attacked* in a thousand wa$s from the Capt ; and I have 
the authority of Burke for saying, that " when bad men coa- 
spire, honest ones should unite." 
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of September, 1821, in which you acquaint" him 
that "his Majesty" approves of my having "es- 
" tablished part of the African corps in the River 
" Beka, under the Regulations I had drawn up/' 
which is followed by a flattering approval from 
your Lordship of. the details I had there entered 
into ; and you conclude your remarks, so honour- 
able to me, by saying that my establishment of 
the African corps on the Beka, "will mainly con- 
tribute to the security of that part of the 
" frontier, and to the future defence of the 
" Colony;" and so it did, while it '. was allowed 
to last j but, no sooner were it and my other, 
arrangements swept away, than KafFer parties- 
crept in, and murder, plunder, and devastation 
were the result, as I shall abundantly prove 
by extracts which I shall subjoin. 

But, to go on with this posthumous despatch, 
for so I must call it, for it did not. arrive till the 
work of destruction was complete, your Lordship 
signifies the satisfaction his Majesty had derived 
from hearing of the progress of the buildings at, 
Bathurst; but before this despatch reached the 
Colony, the precipitate and ill-judged measures 
of Lord Charles Somerset had burst upon these 
buildings, and they had crumbled into dust. The 
importance of opening the Kowie River is next 
touched on by your Lordship, on which I had 
dwelt with anxiety, and towards which I h&4 -pe- 
culiarly called your Lordship's attention ; but the 
Kowie and its nascent commerce were allowed to 
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stagnate, until, at a subsequent period, Lord 
Charles Somerset was compelled (probably by 
your Lordship's orders) to repair such mischiefs as 
were reparable, and a great parade has since been 
made about Lord Charles Somerset's opening the 
Kowie, as if he had either originated the idea, or 
created the port ; a port which I had particularly 
designated as the stimulating principle of Albany, 
and of the town of Bathurst, of which town your 
Lordship says in the next sentence to the one 
which I have quoted, that " Bathurst must become 
""the principal town of the district in which it is 
" situated," and this you have said of a town 
which I was proud of having honoured by your* 
name, but which when your despatch arrived had 
already ceased to exist ! 

Your Lordship's despatch, which I have been 
citing, goes on to a general approval of my other* 
arrangements, and of one of them you are, pleased 
to say that " to a measure so admirably calculated 
to alleviate their (the Settlers') distresses, 
without material, if any injury to the public; 
your Lordship (meaning Lord Charles Somer- 
set) will be disposed, without any instructions, 
to give every encouragement." > 

What Lord Charles Somerset's feelings must 
have been on reading this despatch, I do not pre- 
tend to say, but I do not envy them ; I have how- 
ever sufficiently proved, demonstrated, that he 
had no authority from your Lordship for the 
precipitate and* wanton ruin he inflicted on a 
struggling population of his fellow-countrymen, 
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some particulars of which I shall now proceed to 
give* Before, however I outer upon this, I must 
recur once more to Lord Charted Somerset'* 
conduct towards me au his lauding at the Cape. 
It was such as conveyed to me y and to many other* 
the re > the idea that I was a proscribed person at 
home; that I should meet with an ungracious 
reception from my Sovereign and hi* Minister 
under whom I had been acting ; and, in a word, I 
believed, and so did others, that Lord Charles 
Somerset's behaviour was the reflection or echo 
of your Lordship's own feeling towards me ; and 
under this painful impression I had to traverse 
above seven thousand miles of the ocean, nor was 
I undeceived until I waited on your Lordship in 
Downing-street ; for, my Lord, your last approv- 
ing despatch had not then reached ne, nor indeed 
did it reach me, as I have already shown, till five 
years after it was written. 

Yowr Lordship's obliging reception of me, 
however, and your informing am that such a des- 
patch existed, quieted my mind, and enabled me 
to go, first to Yorkshire and thence to Scotland, 
to see my dearest and closest connexions, and to 
embrace almost all that the hand of death had 
spared to me of my own family,, a beloved child ; 
but the uneasiness I had suffered at sea from the 
apprehension of your displeasure, operating on m 
health already shattered by deep affliction^ ren- 
dered quiet necessary to me, and I wns in hope* 
to have found it in the bosom of those families 
with whom I went to seek for sympathy and eon?. 
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striatum in my domestic sorrows: bat I was no* 
kmg allowed either to indulge in my grief, or' to 
tontaAplafe my child in peace ; I wts followed 
into the North by aa inquisitorial string of one 
hundred and twelve points, each amounting to aa 
interrogatory, on which I was called to give 
answers. The paper containing them, and which 
was stent to- me, and retry necessarily sent to me 
by your Lordship's order,, bore no signature, and 
I then knew not whence it proceeded. I have 
since been informed by the Inspector of Lands 
and Woods' at the Cape, that Lord Charles 
Somerset had ordered him to draw up this list j 
bat that honest and intrepid public servant, Mr. 
D'Escury, wrote me a letter, disclaiming any 
participation or knowledge of any remarks, which 
might be introduced into a column he was or- 
dered to leave for their reception, between which,, 
and the list itself, he drew, as he tells; me* 
a " triple line/' that the remarks might not be 
attributed to him ; btrt this matter he has hhn« 
self most fully developed in an official paper I 
shall sooti have to cite. 

The singular circumstance in this list (a list o£ 
grants of land made by me) was, that a prominent 
grafet of mine, which was omitted, and, conse-r 
quently not animadverted upon by Lord C. So- 
merset, was a grant to bis son, then a captain of 
cavalry in the Cape corps, and Deputy Landdino&t^ 
that isy chief civil Magistrate of the district of 
Albany; two offices which some people thought 
not very compatible, in a very young man toq^ 
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whose habits, as a cavalry officer, it is no inci 
vility to say, were not likely to lead him to the 
study of the Corpus Juris, or any other Digest 
of the Imperial law, which law, however, was to 
be his guide in the administration of justice as a 
Judge. 

This grant of mine to Captain Henry Somerset, 
and which was omitted by Lord C. Somerset, way 
in itself highly objectionable and improper ; and 
I never should have made it had the real circum- 
stances of the case been laid before me by the 
Deputy Landdrost, when he made me the accus- 
tomed official report on his own application for it. 

On this grant of mine his Majesty's Commis- 
sioners of Inquiry have very properly animad- 
verted in their Report to your Lordship,- although 
in very gentle terms; but I conclude that their 
most just observations will have caused its re- 
sumption and restoration to the commonage of 
Graham's Town, from which it never ought to 
have been dissevered for private advantage. 
While on this subject I will add, that I am quite 
ready to rest my character and conduct, as Go-. 
vernor of a colony, on the answers and expla- 
nations^ I gave to this list, although I had not 
with me in the country one single document te' 
refer to. In these answers and explanations I 
have developed the general principles of the 
political economy of the Cape, and its statistics, 
in a way which will prove, that whatever errors I 
may have committed during my government, I 
am not chargeable with a want of industry, nor 
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with nfct having used ray best endeavours to make 
myself thoroughly acquainted with the real state 
and interests of the people confided to my care. 

But,, my Lo#d, this is the place for me to in- 
form you how, and in what manner* Lord Charles 
Somerset drew up papers for your inspection ; 
and, what I am now going to state, from the Re- 
port of the Inspector of Lands and Woods to His 
Majesty's Commissioners, will prove to your 
Lordship and to all England, how impossible it 
was for you to form a correct idea of what was 
really doing at the Cape, when you were subject 
to the representations and guidance of a man 
who could- act as Lord Charles Somerset has 
done in regard to the Report he made to you . 
on my grants of land ; and I beg leave to Jbe 
allowed here to enter my protest against any 
inference being drawn from any thing I have said 
in this letter, that "I myself impute blame, or 
that any one else has a right to impute blame to 
4 your Lordship, for not being more correctly in- 
formed as to Cape matters. You could not help 
yourself, my Lord ; your only organ of commu- 
nication was the Governor. You were at his 
mercy, if he chose to encounter the appalling 
risque of blindfolding and misleading you. You 
could have no other source of information, unless 
you had condescended to establish a system of 
espionage over him — a measure as abhorrent 
from your personal character, as it would have 
been unworthy of you as an English gentleman. 

My Lord, I am sorry that the extract which I 
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am going to make is long, but it is authentic ; for 
it is made from Mr. D'Escury's official vindication 
of himself, in a Report addressed to the Com- 
missioners of Inquiry, and dated "Inspector of 
Lands and Woods Office, 5th December, 1 828.* 

" The Inspector begs leave distinctly to state thai he bus 
" here inserted the foregoing explanation, feeling it due to bim- 
" self, most unequivocally to disavow any participation, on his 
" part, in the incorrectness of the returns made of Sir Rufane's 
" grants fts «ent home in 1622 ; the inexpediency trf which he re- 
" spectfaDj, but atvaogly, pointed out te His Excellency at the 
" tine be waaardered to after the oetams first *a*ifo out by hi*. 
" He disavows -also, in the fullest manner, having any knowledge 
" whatsoever of any remarks that may have been made on these 

* several grants as sent home,, never having had any communi- 

* cation respecting them, nor having seen a stagle syllable of 
M what they nay eentaui. All the Inspector has «*er known, «f 
" <e*en the «tentjo» ef addhqt reaariBto those tHmnm^vm^m 
u .Excellency directing hm to laxwe a bwad ooUuaa vacaat, te be % 
" filled up by himself, with hi$ remarks* And he hegs leave to 
" add, that the moment he was informed, on the authority of a 
" letter from England, that the returns of Sir Rufane's grants, 
u and the remarks upon them, were there considered *s having 
" proceeded frooa the inspector's Omce, fee lost act a monentw 
" writing to Sir Rufoae Jfoakia, and to request him If gyre the 
«* necessary explanation at the Colonial Qjfice at home, to the 
" purport above stated, which he has reason to think was done 
" accordingly.. Still he conceives that so disgraceful an impu- 
te tation, as must attach to any one who knowingly makes out 
" iaooireat returns, (and the Inspector must have known these *o 
-" be iaoowect, the materials for nakvig titaa out baiag ia his 
" own ofliee^) cannot be too frequently, nor top strongly cdntca- 
" dieted ; he therefore embraces this opportunity as the first that 
" has presented itself for doing so officially. 

u The Inspector hegs leave also to add an Explanatory Me- 
iC marandum oo this s*A»jeot, showing the different transactions 
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" respecting the preparing of the returns of Sir Rufane's grants, 
M so far as he has been concerned in them, and to say that he is 
** fully prepared to answer any further questions His Majesty's 
** Commissioners may think necessary to ask, in vindication of 
"the part he has had hi those returns. 

** EXPLANATOKY MEMORANDUM. 

u At an early period After His Excellency's return to this 
" Colony, the Inspector of Covemment Lands and Woods re- 
« ceived His Excellency's commands to make out returns of the 
" grants made by -Sir Unfane Donkin, while ia the adnunjetna- 
" tion of the Government during His Excellency's absence. 

" These returns having been completed, His Excellency wrote 
« to the Inspector on the 28th February, 1822, that ' the list way 
not made eut in the manner he had wished, having {as Hie 
.Excellency conceived) particularly expressed that the grants 
which went through the regulated ordeal * should he omitted, 
us well as those to officers who deserved consideration, It 
did not belong to the Inspector to judge of the deserts of 
military officers, he could therefore not act on this part of 
His Excellency's directions. Those grants which were to b» 
inserted, {His Excellency added,) I have marked with a X 
on the list of returns above alluded teu' 
' Accordingly, the Inspector maja eut a secmd list in con- 
formity to those directions, as crossed off by His ExceHeney 
on the first list, which when completed fiiill did not jrieaso 
" His Excellency, and a third list was directed to be made, 
" copied from the number* on the first list, which Bis Ew- 
" lency, in his own hand-writing, gone to the Inspector for 

* 

" that purpose* The selections jbo made in the Jics^ instance, 

* •* QrdenlV ATtfHrogh Mr. WEacmy writes English very 
well, he is not an Englishman. By " ordeal " he means no 
more than a certain ofneiai process trail ^xacmhratioa, ending 
uWhmitely in 3hs Office, through which all grants of land are 
supposed to go before the grant is made.— R. S. 0. 
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" and the consequent state in which His Excellency intended 
to send those returns home, appeared to the Inspector so 
irregular and hazardous, that he felt it a duty, both to the 
" Governor and to himself, to point out what he thought objec- 
" tionable in them ; and having arranged these objections under 
" their several heads in a memorandum, for his own satisfaction 
" and use, he ventured to represent those objections to His 
" Excellency in his first interview with him, after having sent 
in the first corrected list ;— the Inspector has here added a 
note, giving the numbers which, although the declared object 
" of this list was to send home those grants only that had not 
passed through the regular forms, are of that description, 
but nevertheless were directed by His Excellency to be left 
" out, which consequently the Inspector considered as a very 
" strong objection to being sent home ; and which could not 
" fail being pointed out by Sir Rufane himself whenever he 
" should be called upon to explain his reasons for having made 
the other grants so complained of, the more, as the principal 
grant among those so omitted was that to Captain Somerset, 
to which the others, also left out, it might have been con- 
" s trued, were added only as a cover, and would then give to 
<c the whole a very unfavourable appearance. 

"In a note the Inspector received from His Excellency on 

" the 17th April, 1822, in reply to one from him respecting the 

" re-copying of some of the sheets, His Excellency says, — 

" ( There is no necessity for having this paper written over 

" ' again ; as I must keep a duplicate, that one will serve ex- 

u * tremely well.' The whole must therefore have been copied 

« in His Excellency's private Office, and the Inspector can 

a therefore not vouch for any part ofvfhat has actually been 

" sent home, as it is very possible that still further alterations 

" may subsequently have been made, with which the Inspector 

" has not been made acquainted, any more than with the re- 

u marks His Excellency has thought proper to make upon any 

" of the grants those lists contained, for which His Excellency 

« dimtei that a very broad column should be made, and left 

" vacant.** V filled up by himself 
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. « NOTE ALLUDED TO IK THE EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM." 

" The declared object His Excellency stated, to have in view 
u by transmitting a list of the grants made by Sir Rufane Donkin, 

* was, that His Excellency felt it to be ' one of his first duties not 
" ' to conceal* the misapplication of the public property manifest 

* in those grants, and therefore more particularly selected 
" those which did not go through the regulated ordeal previous 
<* to their being determined upon ; the following are of that 
" description, yet they were nevertheless, according to His Ex- 
« cellency's own correcting, directed to be left out. 

" In Uitenhage. 
" Perpetual Quit-rent. 

" J. H. Stsedal 4morgen, atrix dollars 1 Rent. 

Captain Somerset, 296 Do 2 Do. 

J. Blakeway 318 roods 1 Do. 
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, " What induced Sir Rufane to grant this very valuable piece 
" of land, taken from the pasture ground of Graham's Town 
" to Captain, now Major Somerset, does not appear ; but it is 
" difficult not to feel surprise, when, although this grant was 
" by His Excellency'* direction omitted in the list made out 
" by the Inspector, it still belongs to those His Excellency 
" so strongly disapproved, that, nevertheless, His Excellency 
" should almost immediately after his return, viz. 15 January 
*f 1822, have added another valuable portion to this very 
" grant, to the extent of 178 morgen, (356 acres,) at only 
" five rix dollars per annum, notwithstanding that the removing 
" of the seat of local magistracy to Graham's Town, and the 
" consequent extension of that town, then already in content 
" plation, had rendered the' reserving of that land the more 
" essential ; yet this additional grant was made by His Excel- 
" lency, and that, too, without suffering it to pass ' through the 
" ' regulated ordeal,' the omission of which he so much repro- 
" bated in Sir Rufane's grants. 

" Whatever His Excellency's motive may have been for not 
" sending home the original general returns, the Inspector can- 
" not presume to investigate. His Excellency says in his note of 
<< 28th February 1822, that it was in order not to give my Lord 



34 

" Bathurst the trouble of picking out those grants to which 

* he wished to draw his Lordship's attention, from among those 
<* that had gone through the regular forme; hut from this 
a trouble his Lordship would have been equally freed by the 
" remarks His Excellency intended to write opposite to particular 
m number*, which of course would have attracted his Lordship's 
" notice distinct from the others, and the whole would then have 
a been u regular and complete document ; whereas now, it remains 
"- to be explained why such or such grants were omitted, while 
" such or such others, under corresponding circumstances, were 
" added, and so vice versa, which gives to these lists as sent 
" home, the character of a partial statement, instead of a 
" regular official document, and being thus irregular throughout, 

yet being known to have been prepared at the Inspector's Office, 
the. Inspector, as stated -before, feels it due to himself to dis- 
" avow any participation in the said irregularities ; which as they 
a must unquestionably have been pointed out by Sir Rufane 

* himself,* would consequently, unless so disavowed, be im- 
" puted to the Inspector, either through neglect or otherwise. 

"CD/* 

But to resume. No sooner had I got rid of 
these 112 interrogatories, than I was pursued to 
Rome with more correspondence about the Cape. 
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* I never took the trouble of doing this*— I met the 112 
accusations at once in the face, and gave in my justification of 
the principle* on which I had acted. There is not one of those 
grants which I would not make over again, on principle, save 
and except only the grant to Major Henry Somerset, who, as 
Deputy Landdrost *of Albany, in reporting it officially to me, 
made such a Report as misled me, and induced me to make a 
grant to him, which I have admitted to have been improper and 
unjustifiable. Yet this is the very grant which Lord C« 
Somerset thinks proper to leave out of a paper meant to enlighten 
the Secretary of State on the nefarious practices of my corrupt 
administration. R. S. D. 
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The inquisition was resumed on my return tq 
England, Lord Charles Somerset still instigating 
it from the Colony. Your Lordships Under Se- 
cretaries have been absolutely fatigued, and no 
doubt surfeited, by the immense correspoucte&cs 
they have in succession carried on with me, up iq 
Saturday mght lust iuckisive, when I received a 
letter from Mr. Hay, desiring an answer to a 
question? which I had answered in full above 
three years before to Mr. ^Vilmot Horton. This 
letter of Mr. Hay's was precisely the last atom, 
which, by its addition, rendered the load insup- 
portable any longer, and which determined me 
to throw it off. But is it to be wondered at that 
my patience is at length exhausted ? Is it to be 
wondered at, or can your Lordship be surprised, 
or displeased, -at my being roused at last, after 
five years' forbearance, to do myself justice, and 
in tkis public manner, to bring to issue the plain 
and sample question, whether your Lordship was 
right or tvrotg in the first opinioft you were 
pleased to form of my services ? and whether or 
ho the tone of your correspondence, and your 
late refusal to see me, coupled with many other 
circumstances, are to be taken as proofs that 
Lord Charles Somerset has satisfied your Lordship 
aot only that my principles of Government were 
wrong, but that all he has done, and undone, is 
right ? 

To an award on this point I look as an act of 
justice, and to this award, if I do not obtain it 
sootier, I shall call the attention of the Hpuse 

C 2 
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of Commons, if I hare the good fortune to 
establish my seat there. 

There is one point on which I wish to explain 
myself fully to your Lordship before I go into 
details. It may possibly be asked why I did not, 
or why I do not now come forward, with specific 
charges against Lord Charles Somerset, and de- 
mand a public investigation of his conduct. 

My answer will be short, and I hope satis- 
factory to every body. 

First, I do not recognize either the right in any 
other person, nor any duty within myself, by 
which I can, or ought to be, compelled to come 
forward in my private character, and assume the 
odious office of Public Accuser of any man. 

Secondly, I do not now bring — I do not mean 
to bring, even if I get into Parliament, charges 
against Lord Charles Somerset. All I am doing 
here, and all I should do there, is to institute an 
Inquiry into the comparative merits of his con- 
duct and mine. We cannot both be right. The 
only Charge, or Accusation, if it may be so 
called, that I bring against him is, that he over- 
turned all my institutions, without inquiry, infor- 
mation, or authority. He may, however, have 
had secret information, and secret authority, of 
which I knew nothing ; and if be had, let him 
but produce it, and I am silenced. 

I do not dispute the right of one Governor to 
reverse the acts of another, if he has good cause; 
but I do dispute and deny the right of one 
Governor to overturn the acts of another without 
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any reason at all, except that he disliked the 
individual whose acts he was so overturning. But, 
my Lord, you will never allow, at this time of day, 
the "Quicquid delirant Reges, plectuntur Achivi " 
to be brought into practical operation in a colony 
under your protection. 

One of us, either Lord Charles Somerset or 
myself, has been a " Rex delirans," and the un- 
happy people have been sacrificed and crushed in 
our conflicting policy. It is time that he who 
really caused all this mischief, should be known 
by the public. The mischief lies in a small com- 
pass of inquiry, for it lies wholly between Lord 
Charles Somerset and myself. 

The first indication I perceived of the system 
which was about to be carried on, was in a 
despatch from your Lordship to me, but brought 
put by Lord Charles Somerset, and written, as I 
respectfully submit, at his desire, acquainting me, 
that your Lordship could not sanction the appoint- 
ment I had made of Major Jones, to be Landdrost 
of Albany. Far be it from me to impugn, or even 
to doubt the right your Lordship has to refuse 
your sanction to any and every colonial appoint- 
ment made by Governors acting under you ; but 
I do flatter myself with the belief, that had your 
Lordship been aware of all the facts which were 
connected with this appointment, and if you could 
have foreseen the mischiefs which immediately 
resulted on Major Jones's dismissal, you would 
never have been prevailed on to consent to it, 
and your Lordship would have had an additional 
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reason for pausing^ bad you foreseen the effect 
this dismissal (for which I believe there is scarcely 
a precedent to be found in the whole history *K 
the Colony) had oti the independent and conduct 
of every Judge and public functionary within the 
Government. 

A Landdrost, my Lord, at ifee Cape, ts an 
officer analagous to the Lord Lieutenant of a 
county in Eagiaud, with the difference only, that 
I16 has much iftore power ; ^nd that he, besides, 
presides judicially in a court of civil «ud crhnmal 
jurisdiction of au extensive nature, and which, Mp 
to a certain point, is a tribunal of last *esbrt to 
which there is an appeal from certain Ibwer 
courts, but from which there is no appeal, urtess 
the case be of a magnitude so fcs to bfc placed 
beyond the point I have alluded te. The eflfect 
produced in ttie Colony by thfc dismissal of Major 
Jones, was prodigious. %< If," &&A ftie Colonists, 
" Lord Charles Somerset has powfcr to do IM§, 
« we are none of us safe ;" and His Whole \n*g\&- 
tracy and public functionaries of the colony we*e 
at once presteate at "his fee*, deptfecattag his 
wrath, and looking Up to him, imploring for- 
bearance ! The whole moral feeling- of the colony 
wceivied a sfeock %y this blow, Irotti wtridi it has 
wot yet rscovwed, uofr will it reoover while ttiefre 
is a. possibility of Lord Charles Somerset ^ver 
returning to rule ^iem. 

Of Miajofr Jofnes> I feha|I«imj>ly say here, that while 
he tfoas in office, he not wtAy <comp*eteIy lulfiMed 
all my expectations, but he gained <!he affections 
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and confidence of the Settlers in Albaqy, ail of 
whom within react accompanied him on Iris dk, 
missal to the boundary of the district, and there 
took leave of him with tears, and expressions of 
unfeigned regret ; and those who could not, from 
distance, shew him this mark of respect and at- 
tachment, sent after him an address, full of affec- 
tion and grief at his departure . But your Lordship 
was pleased to observe to me, in the despatch 
which removed Major Jones from his office, that to 
perform the duties of such a station well, a person 
should have " much experience in the Colony, 
" united to other qualifications." If, my Lord, 
I had had the honour of being near you when 
you were writing that despatch, I should have 
taken the liberty of respectfully asking, what expe- 
rience of a DufcAoolonj could be necessary for the 
supetinteadance and management of several thou- 
sand British settlers, living by themselves, totally 
unmixed with Duteih inhabitants, and insulated 
from tike other districts of the Colony by rivers, 
woods, mountains, -or by considerable uncultivated 
spots of land, men who really and literally were 
* Toto divisos orbe Sritannos i " But, my Lord, 
after all, whom did Lord Charles Somerset ap- 
point? A man who, perhaps, had never been 
above twenty miles beyond Cape Xowft, where 
tat little is to »be learnt of the real state of the 
interior ; a man who never held any colonial office, 
but that of wharf-master, which was created for 
him bj Lord Charles Somerset, and who originally 
held a small office in the East India Company's 
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service ; a man, in short, who, from the moment 
of his arrival in Albany, threw every thing into 
confusion; with whom Lord Charles Somerset 
subsequently quarrelled, as your Lordship will 
have seen by those most extraordinary documents 
which this new Landdrost delivered up to the 
Commissioners of Inquiry j I mean Lord Charles 
Somerset's private correspondence with, and in- 
structions** to, this individual before they quar- 
relled, and whom Lord Charles Somerset sub- 
sequently removed after he had completed the 
destruction of Bathurst, and the subversion of all 
my institutions. And in regard to the " other 
u qualifications" to whicli your Lordship is pleased 
to allude, Major Jones was possessed of them in 
an eminent degree. He was gentle, brave, open, 
and kind hearted ; well educated, well acquainted 
with human nature, pushing the point of honour 
and right thinking, as well as right doing, to a 
chivalrous extreme. In addition to all these 
personal qualifications, he was of noble descent, 
and of most noble connexions, for he stood 

amongst the nearest relations the late premier 

» i ....... .... — , 

* This, if ever brought forward by the Commissioners' report, 
will produce a strong sensation here. It cannot be withheld 
on the ground that it is private correspondence, for it was the 
canon by which all the Landdrost's public conduct was to be 
Mgulated. We have been viewing hitherto Lord Charles So- 
■wn e t acting in office publicly as a Governor. I should like 
to ate him in the less formal state of undress in this correspond* 
and thereby ascertain whether or no we may apply to his 
ition, the " Induitur formosa est— exuitur ipsa Forma 
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Dukfe of England had, being first cousin to the late 
Duke of Norfolk ; and he is in the direct descent 
of one of the oldest baronies in the realm, still 
in abeyance, the right of his family to which 
was recognized by his late most noble relative, 
who, both from his own taste and researches, 
as well as from his office of Earl Marshal of 
England, must be allowed to be authority on such 
a subject. 

Such was the Gentleman spurned from his 
post, to make way for the man of Lord Charles 
.Somerset's choice* 

The manner of Major Jones's removal, with 
other circumstances, is detailed to me in a letter 
from the Gape, from which the following is an 
extract : 

" Jones was removed in the most revolting and 
u insulting manner from the frontier, where he 
" was liked, and where every thing was working 
" smoothly under him, to make room for a man 
" without experience or talent, and who did not 
" take with him any one qualification which could 
gain the esteem of those whom he was to rule. 
The consequence was, that he has been the ob- 
ject of the most vulgar abuse ever since he has 
" been there ; and as the military command has 
u been made distinct from the civil one, he is 
u shorn of one half of the exterior consequence 
" his predecessor had — in fact he possesses no 
" real authority, and is frequently set at de- 
" fiance." 
I have other letters written about the same time, 
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import as the above, but the letter 
aicb 1 have quoted, goes on to say — u He 
- tae tew Landdrost) has had much dirty work 
~» u> do, to ruin the town of Bathurst, and with 
•* it* all the Settlers in the vicinity ; to crash 
■* Fredericsberg, to the entire rain of all located 
" there. We understand that both these mea- 
sures of yours were approved from borne, and 
they indeed were eminently calculated, the one 
" for the prosperity of Lower Albany ; the other, 
w for a cheap and efficient protection against 

u Kaffer invasion on that side." 

u Fredericsberg is to be replaced by a fortified 
M barrack, as protection on that side cannot be 
" dispensed with. It is not to be supposed, that 
44 the suffering Settlers endure, silently, measures 

* which so materially injure tbem. Their memo- 
u rials which have, I hear, been transmitted to 

* yon, show that they feel the injury keenly. The 
« € ouly reasons which can be assigned why this 
" ruinous course is pursued, is the pitiful one, 
4i that these were the measures of another Admi- 
nistration 1 The public, unfortunately, pays. 
4i Thebnildings which had been erected at Bathurst 
<c are a total loss ; others, on a far more magnifi- 
«* cent scale, are commenced at Graham's Town, 
*and paid for by anticipation, while those at 

* Bathurst are left to crumble. There is not even 

* an individual who is supposed to have received 
« vW tectionand-cottrttenance under your govern- 
u roent who is not made an object of perse- 
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Yes, my Lord, the €€ public does unfortunately 
u pay," as my correspondent says, and my esta- 
blishment at Fredericsberg (which not only did 
not cost the <3olony or England one shilling, but 
Which produced a saving to the amount of trans- 
port hire to England, and of six months* pay to 
the officers located there) was to be replaced by 
an expensive barrack, the cost of which I hope 
some day to know ; and my buildings at Bathurst, 
to complete the whole of which would not hare 
required above 80,000 rix dollars, have been 
allowed to go to ruin, in order that other buildings, 
which have cost 400,000 rix dollars, should be 
erected at 'Graham's Town, where they are most 
improperly placed,* to say notiinrg of their being 
Founded on the Tuins of Bathurst. And now, my 
Lord, I will proceed to the history of that ill-fated 
town. 

The establishing of Bathurst was no hobby- 
horse nor favourite fancy of mine. The idea of it 
is not even my own. The necessity of some cen- 
tral point of re-union for the Settlers and for the 
civil magistracy, away from Graham^ Town, 
which was distant from the majority of the loca- 
tions, and was the military station, and on that 
account not desirable, as the point on which all 
the infant civil institutions of a rising Colony were 
to be appended, was first suggested to me by 



■>*A— f— wj» i ■ m ■■ »— ^*->» 



* To understand these and other local allusions a map is 
necessary, and a map of the new Settlement, from a survey made 
by my orders, may be had at Wild's, late Faden's, Charing- 
cross ; or at the publishers', in Bond-street. 
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some of the Settlers themselves, who generally 
were the best judges of their own wants. But I 
am indebted to the selection of the site to the local 
knowledge of Colonel Cuyler, who had been thir- 
teen years Landdrost of the adjacent district of 
Uitenhage, and to the discriminating judgment of 
Mr. Henry Ellis,* Deputy Colonial Secretary, 
whose able and active assistance, as well as that 
of the Secretary to the Colony, Colonel Bird, in the 
arduous task of locating above 5,000 British Set- 
tlers I am glad to acknowledge again here to your 
Lordship. Thus, then, neither the original idea, 
nor the selection of the spot was mine j and the 
approval of the measure, my Lord, was Yours: 
and thus the fact is come out, that Lord Charles 
Somerset, in his destruction of Bathurst, was war- 
ring not with me, but with the defenceless Settlers, 
with the Landdrost of a district, with the Deputy 
Secretary of the Colony, and — with your Lordship ! 
All I did was to visit the spot with several Settlers, 
with the above named two gentlemen, and with the 
chief engineer of the army, and to fix on it as the 
future capital of Albany, after having ascertained 
that there was abundance of good water ; a fact, 
I beg leave strongly to press on your Lordship's 
notice, for reasons which you will probably quite 
understand. 

Bathurst was then marked out in streets and 
Wilding lots. It was quite a jubilee and an ex- 



*Jt*< Ellis is now in London, and to him I appeal boldly to 
«M&*fc %tt I have said about the town of Bathurst. 
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citement to the Settlers j and, next year, when I 
visited Bathurst a second time, I was quite asto- 
nished at the progress the town had made, and of 
which I transmitted to your Lordship a faithful 
Report. The details * into which I went, I will 
not trouble your Lordship with here, because they 
are already officially before you in my despatches 
from the Cape, and because, indeed, it would be 
most improper in me to cite passages from any 
part of the correspondence I had the honour of 
holding with your Lordship, when I was in office, 
and which related to the duties of the Government. 
Some months after, 1 was most amply rewarded 
for all the exertions I had made, and the fatigue 
I had undergone, (and these were not small,) by 
receiving from your. Lordship an approval of all I 
had done: 

9 

I shall here, my Lord, insert extracts from the 
memorial of the Settlers, referred to by my cor- 
respondent just quoted, and which was addressed 
to your Lordship, but which may, perhaps, never 
have reached you, and which the memorialists, 
generally speaking, assure me they believe never 
has. This memorial or statement is dated 
March 10, 1823. 

The subscribing Colonists in South Africa, 

who emigrated in the year 1819, under the 
' ' patronage of their native Government, are com- 



* 

* I have placed in the Appendix, several details and docu- 
ments relative to the establishment in Albany, under the 
Letter B. 
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" pelled, by a sense* of justice to themselves, and 
of duty to the Government, under whose aus- 
pices they embarked, to lay before your Lord- 
" ship a statement of the real circumstances 
u which have prevented their advancement. 
" Whatever may have been the individual dis- 
appointments and failures incidental to so nu- 
merous an emigration, they do not present 
" themselves to His Majesty's Government with 
any complaint qf the natural disadvantages of 
" the country to which they have been sent ; and 
" they have ever been actuated by one undivided 
" feeling of respect and gratitude for the liberal 
" assistance of the British Government, a feel- 
" ing which future reverses can never efface. 

€€ Although the Settlers must lament that in 
" its earlier Stages the prosperity of their Set- 
" tlement has been checked in several important 
" instances, through the misapprehension of the 
" general or local authorities, yet they grate- 
" fully acknowledge the prompt and generous 
€t exertions of Government in providing the means 
u of subsistence, on the commencement of the 
« Settlement, and in alleviating, as far as possir 
■* Me, the severe visitations of repeated and total 
* fetlure of their wheat crops ; and, they cannot 
u **iit their expression of particular gratitude to 

*ite acting Governor, Sir Rufane Donkin, wHb 

to their prosperity a great share of his 

attention, to whom they owed the 

of a town in the centre of the new 
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" Settlement, as the seat of its magistracy; and 
"a systeth of military defence, during which 
* they were free from Kaffer depredations. By 
■' these measures, as well as by making arrange- 
" mentsfor a friendly intercourse with the Kaf- 
"fersy and by his solicitous attentions to the 
" interests and wishes of the Settlers, he in* 
?- spired them with a degree of energy and hope, 
" of which they heme now left only tbe recql* 
" lection ! " 

Here, my Lord, I beg- leave to draw your 
notice to the fact, that this grateful and feeling 
eulogium on me was written a year and a half 
after I had left the Colony, when these Settlers 
had not the least expectation of ever seeing me 
again, and when such an eulogium, in case it 
became known at the Cape, might bring down 
severe mischiefs on those who signed it. Ad- 
dresses at the Cape are not very difficult to pro* 
cure by a Governor in power, by means of pro* 
mises, threats, or actual favors; but had I at* 
tempted to blend your Lordship's judgment with 
addresses procured by such means, they would 
not only have failed in their object, but would 
have covered me with contempt and ridicule. 
The Addresses to me and about me, which I have 
submitted to your Lordship's eye, were made 
when I was out of office, and under the possi- 
bility of considerable inconvenience to those who 
abetted such measures. 

The Settlers go on to say in their papet, that 
having teen prevented by authority from holding 
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a " meeting of a small number of the principal 
" Settlers," for the purpose of submitting certain 
points to the Governor, they continue, " Being 
" thus prevented from communicating with the 
" Colonial Government, they have for twelve 
" months continued to labour under the effects of 
" a series of measures, calculated only to extin- 
" guish the small remains of ente rprise a nd con- 
" fidence that had survived the numerous disap- 
ik pointments they had previously encountered ; 
" and when at length their situation, from the 
u increasing and unpunished incursions of the 
" Kaffers had become really insupportable , they 
" were reduced to the necessity of requesting 
permission to meet in the manner pointed out 
to them as legal, for the purpose of making 
their situation known to his Majesty's Govern- 
u ment ; but, as this also has been virtually 
" denied to them, they are obliged to content 
themselves with offering to your Lordship this 
imperfect, but faithful, sketch of their situa- 
tion in general, but more particularly of the 
uniform reversal of every measure previously 
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As it does not appear that many natural 
obstacles are opposed to their advancement, 
they are induced to submit a candid statement 
of the artificial disadvantages by which they 
are surrounded, in the confident hope that this 

" Settlement will not be allowed to fall a sacrifice 

u to them," 

The memorialists theu enter into details of their 
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views and wants ; amongst others, of a consider- 
able augmentation of the quantity of land allotted 
to each, the necessity qf- which I strongly felt, 
and which I was on the point of submitting to 
your. Lordship, when I was relieved. I had 
sketched out all the arrangement, and made a 
draft of my despatch; and, had Lord Charles 
Somerset communicated with me, I should have 
put this draft and arrangement into his hands, 
with my reasonings thereon, not as an instruction 
from me, to be forced on hiin, but as a measure 
for Ms consideration and decision ; but this, as 
well as a considerable variety of papers and 
• notes I had prepared for his information and 
guidance, on a subject of which he could know 
nothing, and on which I ought to have known 
every thing — I mean the actual state and wants 
and views of the British Settlers when he landed — 
he never afforded me an opportunity of giving to 
him ; for your Lordship has already learnt, that 
he thought proper to hold no communication with 
me, and the consequence was, he lost not only 
the benefit of any of my thoughts and plans which 
might be right, but he lost the equally useful and 
cautionary benefit of any of them which might be 
wrong. 

The memorialists go on to say to your Lord- 
ship, that 

" The establishment of the town of Bathurst 
" as its seat of magistracy was of the most mate- 
" rial service to the Settlement, as, from its situa- 
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€€ tion in the centre of the smaller parties, it served 
" to sustain in its vicinity a denser population 
" than the circumstances of the country could 
" otherwise admit of. Its superior advantages of 
" soil, its vicinity to the only part of the coast 
" found capable of communicating with the sea, 
" and the erection of the residence of the Chief 
Magistrate at the public expense, had induced 
many individuals to expend their means in esta- 
blishing themselves there ; and the removal of 
the seat of magistracy, and the withdrawing of 
the troops and Government support from a 
town upon which tbey had fixed their first hopes, 
" and upon which depended all their future pros- 
" pects of a market, has been productive of the 
worst effects upon the interests and welfare of 
the Settlement in general, as, besides its di- 
rectly ruinous consequences to individuals, it 
" has drawn away the population from the nucleus 
i€ of the Settlement, and created a general dis- 
" trust in the stability of the measures of, the 
" Government. 

" But the most pressing and insupportable of 
u their grievances arise from the constant depre- 
u dations of the KafFers, who have within a few 
% * months committed several murders, and de- - 
* x prived the Settlement of the greater part of its 
■* ctttic. These depredations are in a great mea- 
■■ «w produced by relinquishing that line ofpo- 
•* /felt wftirA held out to these tribes a hope of pro- 
* Jy friendly barter such commodities as 
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their netoly acquired wants have rendered ne- 
cessary* and which they are dow obliged to 
procure by force or theft, by withdrawing the 
military force from, and discountenancing" the 
<new settlement at Fredericsberg, and permitting 
thereby the Kaffers to plunder and force the 
Settlers to retire, and ultimately to burn it to 
* c the ground. By withdrawing from the Fish 
" River a line of posts which had previously ejfec- 
u tually protected the Settlers, by refusing aid to the 
mare advanoedf farmers, plundering parties have 
been encyouraged to drive those in, and aftesr- 
" wards to extend their incursions to all parts of 
" the Settlement, and even beyond it. By exas- 
perating that tribe which had hitherto preserved 
the appearance of friendship, in attempting to 
seize their chief Gaika, in his own village, and 
" by withholding from the local military authori- 
" ties that discretionary power with which they 
a were formerly vested ; which, by enabling them 
to enforce summary restitution, showed the Kaf- 
fers that the offence would be instantly followed 
by the punishment : whereas, by waiting the 
decision of the Commander-in-Chief, 600 miles 
" distant, in every emergency, offences are allowed 
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* This alludes to a fair I had established in the Fish River f 

cnear a fortified barrack, but which was swept away with all my 

other institutions. It has since been re-established (as I am 

"•old) by orders from Lord Bathurst. My Regulation will be 

^ound in Appendix C. 

t " Advanced " nearer than the rest to the borders of Kajff- 
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" to accumulate to an alarming amount ; and the 
" slender means of defence the Settlement pos- 
sesses, deprived of the power of acting with 
promptitude, is forced to present to the Kaffers 
at once the appearance of enmity and weakness. 
" It thus appears to the Colonists, that instead 
" of the new Settlers ever deriving any advantages 
u from the civilization of the savages, the exist- 
" ing measures can lead only to a war of mutual 
" extermination." 

The paper concludes with a hope that better 
days await the memorialists, and it is thus signed, 

" Geo. Pioot, 
" D. Campbell, 
44 Thos. Phillips, 
" and two hundred others/' 

I beg leave here to inform your Lordship who 
those three persons are whose names are affixed 
to the paper before me. 

" Geo. Pigot " is a gentleman of high family 
connexions, was once a major of cavalry, and 
well known to all the fashionable frequenters of 
Bibury (where I believe he was an acquaintance 
of Lord C. Somerset himself) and other races. 
He took out with him 5,000/. sterling to lay out in 
improvements amongst the Settlers, besides hav- 
ing several hundred pounds a-year of income — a 
most valuable person in a new settlement, both on 
account of his rank and fortune ; but your Lord-, 
ship will see, by an extract from a letter of his 
to me, which I shall subjoin, that the measures 
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pursued in Albany after my departure had put a 
total stop to all his exertions and hopes. 

u D. Campbell " is a half-pay captain of ma- 
rines, and was full of energy and expectation. 
He is a gentleman of considerable acquirements, 
and preserves, like Major Pigot, a strong tinc- 
ture of the military character. 

u Thos. Phillips " was once, I believe, a banker 
of considerable opulence and respectability, and 
' the €€ two hundred others " were, as I am informed 
by the letter which accompanied the memorial, 
persons of the greatest respectability amongst the 
Settlers, and included all the heads of parties. 
I will avail myself of this opportunity to do justice 
to the Settlers in general, who have been repre- 
sented by somewho either could not have known 
them, or who wilfully misrepresented them, as 
" radicals," " reformers/' and " turbulent in 
their conduct; " and I must declare to your Lord- 
ship, that taking them generally, I never saw in 
this country, or in any part of His Majesty's do- 
minions, a more loyal, more patient, or a better 
disposed people than these poor and afflicted Set- 
tlers ; and I have only to refer to the unaffected 
language of the memorial in proof of their gra- 
titude for all favours received, their respectful 
submission to authority, and their confidence in the 
protection of His Majesty's Government. 
. The following are extracts from Major Pigot's 
letter to meto which I have alluded, dated April 
8, 1823 :— 

" Poor Bathurst ! I passed through it the other 
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day, and 1 could scarcely refrain from shedding 
" tears ! The Drostdy house (the Magistrates 
" house) unfinished, and already tumbling down! 
" Three or four inhabited cottages, with five or 
u six skeleton houses, form what remains of the 
town; amongst the latter mine makes one. 
My neighbour Delgarno has left his land ; he 
is quite ruined, with his three daughters, and 
" their mother ! In fact, under the present system 
no one can remain. I have built a good house, 
cultivated a large tract of land, sunk* 3000/., 
and shall be obliged to leave the Settlement. 
" We are treated more like convicts than free 
" Settlers. If the British Government does not 
" take up our cause we are all ruined ; but indeed 
" that is the case already with the greatest part 
" How I regret that I entered on this undertaking 
" with the enthusiasm that I did. The interest 
u you took, my dear Sir, in the welfare of this 
€i New Settlement, made us think we were always 
" to receive the same attention, and encouraged 
" numbers to expend their means in establishing 
€i themselves ; others, more cautious, have been 
€€ content to live in huts, and look on. These can 
" now quit the Colony without regret or loss, 
" while the industrious man feels regret at the 
" hflbour he has thrown away ; and with his family 
" distressed, and his capital sunk, he will return 
" home heart-broken. But I cannot believe that 
" the British Government will permit us so to be 
" treated ; I shall therefore await the arrival of 
" the Commissioners, but I shall put an entire 
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stop to all expenditure. I am as partial to the 
" climate as ever, and although we may expect 

occasional blights in our crops, it is my firm 

opinion, as it is of marjy others, that we may 

yet do well, if we are only let alone. Were 
" our wishes and our interests in the least coi\- 
" suited, I should have no doubt of success." - 

The letter ends with the following sentence, 
after telling me that the labouring classes wish to 
escape from the Colony : "if this be the feeling of 
" the' lower orders, what must be mine, and of 
u those similarly situated." 

I subjoin also extracts from another letter, dated 
Graham's Town, December 10th, 1823, which I 
received some time after from another head of a 
party, the style and tone of which will show that 
he was not only a gentleman, but a man of edu- 
cation. 

€i I believe Major Pigot sent you a copy of the 
" Statement we forwarded to Earl Bathurst, which 
" will have made you acquainted with the nature 
u and number of our complaints against, the 
" measures of Lord Charles. We have now an 
" opportunity of making good these * charges, 
" and we shall take care that this is done effec- 
"tually. Not only was Fredericsburgh and 
" Bathurst abandoned, but also the chain of ibili- 
" tary posts along the Fish River ; the Kaffers, 
"as may readily be imagined, poured in upon 
"us, and have unceasingly continued their in- 



* By the arrival of the Commisioners. 
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" cursions and depredations ever since; nor wa3 
any effort made to check them till his Lordship 
accomplished his object of making his son a 
Major and Commandant on the frontier. - - - - 

I will not say that this system of plunder 

was winked at by, &c. but I do 

say that the force upon the frontier, before the 
44 late augmentation of that (the Cape,) corps was 
" sufficient for our protection, had it been ju- 
" diciously distributed and employed. ----- 

€€ '- The arrival of the Commisioners of 

" Inquiry excited an intense sensation in this 
u Colony, and the public mind has been ever since 
in a state of feverish agitation. I am confident 
the Commissioners could not have anticipated 
such a system of misgovernment as has already 
*' been laid open to them, although they have not 
yet done more than half their work. They are 
at present at Uitenhage, whence they proceed 
" to Graaf Reynet, and thence to Albany. - - - - 
« How our Landdrost will stand the 

* 

" ordeal I cannot say, but if strict justice be done, 
I should think he would not be here long. His 
Lordship was singularly fortunate in finding a 

" man so fit for his purpose as Mr. , who is 

€€ never satisfied with the dull letter of the law, 
€€ but who has the power and disposition of ren- 
dering every obnoxious measure infinitely more 
so by his manner of carrying 4t into execution. 
" We have frequently been amused in witnessing 
44 the effect produced on him by the arrival and 
" progress of the Commissioners, and by the 
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numerous reports in circulation. - At times he is 
" seized with alarm at the approaching investi- 
gation, when he will become overwhelmingly 
civil to every one who has occasion to see him ; 
presently he receives letters from his Lordship, 
" which gives him fresh confidence, and he then 
relapses into his old habits, and makes up for 
his late civility by a double portion of rudeness 
and irascibility ; and thus he is kept constantly 

" betwixt the two extremes. - 

« Wilberforce Bird has been the chief 

" adviser and confident since Colonel Bird has 
" been out of favour. You probably have seen 
" Mr. Bird's * work on the Cape of Good Hope, 
" wherein he makes such efforts to misrepresent 
" the conduct and character of the Settlers, and 
" endeavours to convince his readers that we 
" were disaffected at home, and discontented and 
u factious in the Colony. We shall, as soon as 
we have a little leisure, publish a reply to that 
part of the work which relates to the Settlers, 
" and it will not be difficult to show, that it is a 
" tissue of misrepresentations and mis-statements 
from beginning to end. I cannot avoid quoting 
a few lines from the work (p. 186) to shew the 
incorrectness of his assertions. c He (the act- 
4 ing Governor) then found that notwithstanding 
u 'all that had been done, the extremely litigious 
" ' disposition of a great part of the Settlers in- 
" € duced them so frequently to appeal from the 

* A very different person from Colonel Bird. This book was 
written to serve a purpose. The author is the Wilborforce 
Bird, some time member for Coventry. — R. S. D. 
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" ' decisions of the local magistracy, to the supe. 
" ' rior district court, att the distance of 100 qules 
" ' from the locations, that he deemed it expe- 
€S c dient to obviate the inconvenience thereby cye- 
" € ated, by the appointment of a Landd.rost, and 
" 4 a full court of district municipal magistracy 
" € on the spot.' f Mr, W. Bird does not, it seems, 
" consider the addition of nearly 5000 individuals 
to the former population of Albany, a sufficient 
reason for the 4 appointment of a LanddrQst 
" 4 and a full court on the spot/ But the best of 
44 the matter is, that there was not one appeal from 
44 the decision of the local magistrates to the supe- 
rior district court at Uitenhage. No dpubt Mr, 
Bird thought, the more aspersions he could cast 
" upon the Settlers, the more favour he would find 
" with his Lordship. But the effect of these base 
44 attempts can he only of short duration, and the 
" Commissioners will soon have an opportunity of 
44 ascertaining, that they are as unfounded, as they 

44 are disgraceful to the author. We 

" have had the rust among us this year, as exten- 
44 sively and as violently as in the former seasons, 
44 but as we cultivated chiefly Bengal wheat, which 
44 resists the disease better than the Colonial grain, 
44 1 think we shall have enough to supply otir wants 
44 until the next harvest. The blight from hot 
44 winds did more ii\jury this year to the late crops 
14 than the rust, Notwithstanding these serious 
* 4 difficulties we have to contend with, we should 
44 still be satisfied with our situation if we had a 



* There is n*t a shadow of foundation for this assertion. — R. S. D. 






59 

" Governor disposed to listen to reasonable re- 
" quests, and to redress real grievances ; but from 
" the system which has been pursued towards us, 
" three-fourths of the Settlers have left the district, 
" and half of those who remain would have quitted 
" it, had not the arrival of the Commissioners de- 
44 layed their departure/' 
Another writes to me as follows : u It was with 
the deepest regret throughout the district, that 
we heard of your departure ; ray brother at the 
Kowie finding himself not supported by the 
" authorities, gave up the place in disgust, and is 
" since deceased ! " 

Yes, my Lord, " deceased ! " dead ! from the 
effects of disappointment, anxiety, frustrated 
hopes, pecuniary losses, and perhaps, from the 
agonizing sight, as was the case with many, of his 
wife and children perishing of want ! All causes 
which have effected the deaths of hundreds of 
our unhappy Settlers ; deaths preceded by mental 
sufferings of the most horrible nature; compared 
with which, the desperate but sudden plunge of 
the Kaffer knife is mercy ! Shall all this be 
washed in Lethe ? 

This writer goes on to tell me, that he has 
been obliged to sell off his stock in Lushington 
Valley, having failed, notwithstanding the most 
persevering industry ; and of the town which I 
had founded, he says; u Bathurst has been totally 
neglected, but if the Kowie continues to prosper, 
of which I have no doubt, Bathurst will prosper 
in proportion, even without the aid of Govern- 
" ment." 
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I will here quote another correspondent, resident 
in Cape Town, that your Lordship may see that 
the same feelings and opinions pervaded every 
part of the Colony. 

" When you left us, the frontier was quiet, 
" and allowing for the distress, the effect of two 
" failures of harvests, as much unanimity and 
good will prevailed as could be expected in a 
community composed as ours is. It required a 
peculiar talent at sowing discord, so soon to 
change the scene, but it is completely changed; 
a system of espionage is established, which 
" breaks the confidence of society, and no one 
" has the least chance of quiet, who does not, as 
" I do, seclude himself entirely/' 

Then follows an account of the way in which 
Lieutenant Roubidge, of the navy, had been 
oppressed and hunted,* under the idea (a very 
mistaken one) that he had been a proteg6 of mine — 
in fact, I had no protege's. I was there to obey 
your Lordship's instructions, and to administer 
justice in my Sovereign's name, and not to dis- 
pense favours at the public expense, thereby to 
surround myself with flatterers who, as soon as 
they had. turned my head, and made me forget 
myself, would themselves forget the favours I 
might have lavished on them. 

The writer goes on : a this industrious and de- 
" serving man," Lieutenant Roubidge, u will be 
€t driven from Albany for no other cause than the 
€€ one I have alluded to. This will give you some 
" insight into the system, although a very slight 
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€l one ; but were I to touch on the Cape corps, 
" the extraordinary mode of recruiting the cavalry, 
" the Grote Post Farm, &c. &c. I could fill a 

""pamphlet." 
Another correspondent at Cape Town, after 

alluding to the general despondency, and the 
Governor's late visit to the frontier, where the 
poor subdued Settlers had presented to him an 
Address, complimentary to himself and to his son, 
remarks — " Is it to be supposed that Lord Ba- 
" thurst, or the Commander in Chief, will attach 
" any value to memorials containing such slavish 
" adulation, from the same persons who, a week 
■ u before> had attributed all their miseries to the 
" very persons whom they were now brought to 
" represent as demi-gods ! " 

But, my Lord, I think I may here drop, at least 
for the present, the subject of the Settlers, their 
sufferings, the destruction of Bathurst and Frede- 
ricsberg, the sweeping away of the line of military 
posts which I had established, and effectually 
established for the protection of the frontier, to- 
gether with the abolition of the Kaffer fair, which 
I had arranged and regulated. AH these precipi- 
tate measures, so fatal to the Settlers, have been 
sufficiently detailed to your Lordship in the fore- 
going pages, and I need not swell this, letter by 
any farther addition from the immense mass of 
papers on my table, all tending to one point, 
namely, to show by what hand the settlement in 
Albany has been crushed, amidst individual suffer- 
ing of the most acute and fearful sort. 
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I will therefore now hasten to a conclusion as 
fast as the subject will admit, but I must first call 
your Lordship's attention to the contrast between 
the present state of the finances of the Colony, and 
what they were When I came away at the ead of 
"the year 1821. 

I will not trouble your Lordship with any ela- 
borate financial details, not only because this 
letter has already arrived at an inordinate length, 
but because I hope to have a full investigation of 
the Gape finance in another place, and to hear 
there whether or no the Treasury of . England is 
to be called upon to support that sinking and 
bankrupt Colony, while he who has been euriched 
at its expense, and who has reduced it to its pre- 
sent deplorable state, has the means of refunding 
at least something towards the re-establishment 
of its finances. 

The first point of finance to which I shall call 
your Lordship's notice, is the fact that when I 
left, the Colony, there was a surplus revenue — not 
a large one, but still it was a surplus. It was 
created, and would have been maintained by the 
system of economy which I was enabled to bring 
into operation in the second year of my govern- 
ment, in which I reduced the extraordinary expen- 
diture of the Government from 660,488 rix-dollars, 
which it was in the year ending in 1819, to 
345,772, in the year ending in 1821. Difference— 
rix-dollars 314,716. 

In the intermediate year of 1820, I could re- 
duce the extraordinaries only from 660,488 rix- 
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dollars to 569,358 ; but which still was a re- 
trenchment of 91 ,1 30. 

This was all I could do in my first year, for, 
besides my objection to all sweeping systems, and 
violent machinery in financial reforms, Lord 
Charles Somerset left me a debt arising out of a 
ICaffer war, in which he had been engaged, which 
debt amounted to 272,738 rix-dollars, and which 
was charged against my extraordinaries. For 
this there was no remedy ; the Colonial faith was 
pledged, and I paid the money. 

Your Lordship has seen by the foregoing that 
nay extraordinary expenditure amounted in my 
last yea* to 345,772 rix-dollars. 

I certainly should have reduced it considerafely 
in the next year had I remained, but 1 will assume 
thfct in this I may have flattered myself, and I 
will suppose that my extraordinaries xfor 1822 
would have been the same as for 1821, viz. 
345,772 rix-dollars. 

This would give for two years 691,544 rix-dol- 
lafs. 

Now, my Lord, I present your Lordship with 
the amount of Lord Charles Somerset's two years' 
extraordinaries for 1823 and 1824. 

It was in round numbers about, or not far short 
of, 2,645,000 rix dollars, that is, very near four 
-times the amount of my two years, even with the 
admission that I should not have made further 
reductions in the expenditure, which I certainly 
should have done. 

Since 1824 the finances have been getting worse 
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and worse, and the expenditure has been increased, 
while the land revenue and the customs, the chief 
resources of the Colonial Fisc, have been dimi- 
nishing. 

Your Lordship would, perhaps, like to see some 
of the general items of this monstrous expenditure. 
As I have not had, and cannot have access to all 
the Colonial documents, I do not pretend to com- 
plete accuracy, but an approximation is as follows. 

In the two years — 

Rix Dollars. 

Frontier buildings - - - 400,000 
Newlands (country-house) - * 400,000 

Cottages and villas - - - 100,000 

Cape corps .... 700,000 
Borrowed from the military chest 

of the Commissariat - - 500,000 
Drawn on England, by Lord 
Charles Somerset, on the plea 

of a storm - - - - 545,000 



Total extras in two years 2,645,000 



Which gives for one year - 1,322,500 

The Revenue being - - 1,547,671 



Which leaves a balance of - 225,171 
rix dollars for all the ordinaries of the Colony, the 
first item of which, and the first paid, is his Ex- 
cellency's own salary of 10,000/. per annum, the 
whole of which I hear he now draws in England, 
and which sum of 10,000/. a-year, amounts at the 



pWS&rt &fchange to more than half of the 225,171 
rix dollars*, \<ffl disable iffe* ffi£ p&ymeiX of 
the extraoMrtiari&s. 

Now, if my ddctd&ticms ire even rt^ar the truth, 
and if Lofd Cfcaftes Somerset dbtte ifeally draw 
10,000/. a year here, nothing' fait be more striking 
than this last absoi'ptiott, by Lord 6haritas : Sfcitodr- 
setfs salary, of above half of alt that iffteft itt the 
treasury fot the! Wh6te Colotiy, 1^ he only refefefvesr 
5000/. a ye*, (ufcf if the ofe BOOW. is* aft^o- 
priated to th^ payment of flW LfcNrtet&rit Go- 
vernor, atf hafc be'eii tfsuaf in the abSfctatoe? of' a 
Governor, flfeifr ftidded Lotd : Chafffes SMterifet 
dtW#J^ in England, only one-fourth of the I'eVetiue 
he has left tb the Colony, ft* all tite &ffia&!ie&6f 
its expenditure. 

Although, a* tnerisk of beiilg^aibusV * cifflnot 
refrain from subtttftflng' to your' tior<fehi£ l my 
nttflftJte view of what ought or might reasonably 
have been tmi expenditure at which 7 1 have' befen 
looking. 
For the cottages, villas, &c. I would 

TOW - - - - - - iVW. ' 

And I do riot tlfirifc thatfybur" LOrdsnir/s 1 
sanction for' tfiwr expenditure cdfl be 
produced; inflectf, your Lor<isnip will* 
see, in theatiswer niatfe" By Colonel 
Bird to his Majesty's- dortnii&ioiier^ 
in their 26Hi query, tfatecF April 2 13t; 
1825, that 1 he toM* tnetn; that Lord 
"" CmTfTeTSbmerset had announced his 
' pk&Jore that the eipettses of the 

E 
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Rix Dollars. 

most considerable of them should be 
" blended" with the general accounts 
of the Government House : but I write 
" Nil/' because these cottages and 
villas were unnecessary, and, in the 
then state of the Colonial Finances, 
most unjustifiable. 

Instead of 700,000 rix dollars for the 
Cape corps, I think that if that corps 
were properly modified, it would not 
have cost above 300,000 rix dollars 
in the period. This would be a sav- 
ing of ... ...... 400,000 

The utmost required for the frontier 
buildings, when I came away, was 
100,000 rix dollars, which, deducted 
from 400,000 expended, would give a 
saving of - .... 300,000 

Newlands I would reduce from 400,000, 
particularly after the large sums 
already laid out on it, to 100,000 rix 
dollars, which would give a saving of 300,000 

Drawn on England, one account I have 
says, 585,000 rix dollars; another says, 
545,000 rix dollars ; (the sterling sum 
is 45,000/.) on the plea of a storm. I 
will assume the smaller sum; but I 
must take it all as a saving ; for it 
may be proved, that if the Colonial 
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Carried forward .... 1,000,000 



Rix Dollars. 

Brought forward.... 1,000,000 
finance had been managed with only 
tolerable economy, they would have 
met all the disasters arising out of the 
storm, which might have been re- 
medied by about 5000£ sterling - 545,000 
The debt to the military chest I must re- 
ject, for: — fast, I have no sort of in- 
formation as to what it is for; and 
secondly, I cannot conceive a Military 
Commissary advancing money out of 
the Treasury of England (that is, doing 
that which Parliament itself does reluc- 
tantly) to a Colonial Government - 500,000 



Two years' total saving which ^ 

>2 045 000 
ought to have been made.../ ' ' 

There are other items of extraordinaries which 
have not come to my knowledge, and they are 
comparatively small, but still they help to bear 
down the exhausted Colony. 

When I received this statement, I naturally 
looked round for the ways and means to meet this 
formidable expenditure, but the Colony is already 
taxed to its utmost. The only item which pre- 
sented itself to my mind, was one of 45,000 rix 
dollars, drawn many years ago by Lord Charles 
Somerset, on account of his salary, on his first 
appointment, and which he drew, on arrival, from 
the date of; his appointment, instead of from 
the day of his landing, according to the regu- 

E 2 
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lations of your Lordship's Department, and of the 

Treasury. 

I am aware that your Lordship has more than 
once ordered this money to be paid back into the 
Colonial Treasury ; but although it was drawn so 
long ago as 1814, I have good reason for believ- 
ing, that in January, 1824, your Lordship's in- 
structions on this point had not been complied 
with, and perhaps have not to this day.* Indeed 
Colonel Bird called the attention of the Com- 
missioners to this point, and uses the terms 
" exhausted and bankrupt state of. the Colonial 
" Treasury/* 

I shall now take the liberty of submitting some 
documents to your Lordship, whieb will confirm 
my gener^ statement of gr^t n^a^s^gement of 
the revenue qf tfee Colony -• 

The first is an extract from a statement by the 
Inspector of Lands and Woods to his Majesty's 
Commissioners of Inquiry, which, although tong, 
I will venture to insert, as it singularly corro* 

* I have inserted an item ahoye," Itowion&tLof tte Qom- 
« mjssajy A rix dol^e 500,000," I cannot help* dwelling on the 
extraordinary fact, of a CiyU. Governor borrowing a sma. of 
money from a Military Commissary for Colonial purposes ; 
and which money that Commissary can have had only by draw- 
ing bills on England, on account of the army. I hare little 
hesitation in pronouncing^ that this 500*000 rix dollara. will be 
a total loss L to th* . ptflfo, T^e, Qofo&jfr <lf *t&l& nm^em 
•Wr^.^4^ w^pld b^.to^, prenoa^rous f to n^^neyput 
{rpn^ our Treasury here, to enable the Colony, to discbarge .$ 
debt due to, that same Treasury. T£? shall lose the money on 
this side of the water. 
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btfratei* my preceding observations in many points. 
It is as follows : — 



a in the several papers the Inspector haft thought it heces- 
" eary to submit to the Commission, he has endeavoured to be 
* clear and explicit, and particular in stating yftcfi only, with- 
" out drawing any inference* of his wrn, or expressing Umself in 
" a manner inscqrtibfe of dOuBtful interpretation; and he has 
" mosfc scrupulously avoided any Unworthy insinuations. Fbr 
u each feet so stated) he has produced the authority oh which 
a it rests, in order that each questidn should Stand on its o^rn 
u ground, and be distinctively Viewed. 

u In the letter, however, addressed to the gentlemferi of the 
" Conmissidnj and placed at the head of the second part of 
" these papers, there are allusions made which, consistent frith 
" the above principle, might be considered aS too general and 
" undefined ; the Inspector wishes therefore still to present the 
" following in explanation. 

" In the letter alluded to is noticed * the enormous expenses 
" l incurred in buildings in every direction — in Town—*at 
u € Newlands — at Wynbetg — at Simons' Tbtort — and in bther 
" ' pefrts of the country — far beyond what necessity, Allowing 
" ' to it the utmost latitude, cOuld possibly demand/ 

" The buildings here meant are the following : — ' lit Town.' — 
" The aide-de-camps* quarters, detached from the Government 
" House at the end of the gkrdtns ; these, for the use so in- 
" tended, could have required' only sligfhi And ordinary repairs, 
" but thfiy Wave, at a very heAvy &xpen&e, been changed into a 
" most tasteful and elegantly finished Cottage Orne, conse- 
a quentty no" longer suited for their original destination, So thai 
" any future Governor will, in addition to the expense now in- 
" curred, hEAve to substitute other quarters for his aides-de-camp 
« whenever he resides in to#n,— query then, What public object 
" is attained by this heavy expense ? 

« • Newlands/— The buildings here are Various and entfless, 
* not merely the house, in which prodigious Waste has been m- 
u curred, through the mismanagement and ignoraficl of thoS^ 
u employed both in the design and in the execution, but such 
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" a variety of out-buildings are scattered about, tbat it has 
" assumed the appearance of a little village. The expenses 
" incurred here have never ceased since His Excellency's first 
" arrival in the Colony, the amount of which, if ever separated 
" from the various other matters with which it is blended in 
" general terms and charges, must present a fearful total; * 
" yet at this moment the house is still so far from being com- 
" plete, that from the badness of the plan*and of the construc- 
" tion, it is BQt even secure against the ordinary winter rains. 

" ' At Wynbbug/ — One of the military quarters belonging 
" to the camp, and till lately, occupied by the late Colonel 
" Dennis, of the barrack . department, has undergone similar 
" expensive improvements as observed with respect to the aide- 
" de-camps' quarters in town ; while a second building of the 
€ f same description is also in progress, if not already finished in 
" a corresponding manner, 

" i At Simons Town.' — The improvements made to the Com- 
" mandant's, and to the Resident's houses. Of these the parti- 
" culars are not precisely known, but for the purpose of those 

. i ■' , u 

* I can present that total up to 1819. 

Years. Newlands. Govment. House in Town. 

1814 18,939 6 19,639 7 3 

1815 66,495 3 4 16,288 7 1 

1816 22,380 7 3 8,303 5 2 

1817 12,508 3 1 6,620 2: 1 

1818 21,310 3 33,203 2 

1819 43,016 5 3 14,904 1 



Total rix-dollars.. .184,651 4 5 98,960 1 1 



Total of the two 283,611 6 rix-dollars. 

Now the whole annual, revenue of the Colony for these six 
years was about 127,000/. per annum ; and the above total of 
rix-dollars taken at the then rate of exchange makes 36,000/. 
sterling : giving 6,000/. per annum, or about a twenty-first 
part of the whole revenue for the incidental repairs of a 
Governor's residence.— R. S. D. 
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91 buildings the expenses are also considered to have been unne- 
" cessarily great ; * and Captain Somerset, who is both Com- 
* mandant and Resident, could at all events have had occasion 
" for one of the houses only. 

" € In other Parts of the Country. — By these are 
meant, that by changing the seat of magistracy in the district 
of Albany from Bathurst to GrahanrV Town, at which former 
" place it had been fixed by Sir Rufane Dbnkin, the expense 
w that had been incurred for the public buildings, with which 
" considerable progress had been made, is completely lost not 
" only, but must be completed at Graham's- Town. 

" At Tulbagh the Landdrost's house had greatly suffered' 
** from the extraordinary severity of the last winter, but by no 
** means proportionably to the various other public buildings of 
" this old established seat ; therefore the greater expense would* 
" have been confined to the repairs of those damages, which 
undoubtedly would have been heavy, but not to be compared 
to those necessary to be incurred by removing the seat of that 
magistracy from Tulbagh to Worcester, where the wholb t* 
" to be new built 

' u The Inspector does not presume to judge of the expediency 
" of these removals ; but surely in the present state of the 
" Colonial resources, the incurring of such expenses, if not 
" absolutely and indispensably required to be immediately 
" incurred, would have been more consonant with His 
Excellency's professed regard for public economy, had they 
been at least postponed. 
" In one of the annexures to the letter before alluded to, 
" viz., the explanation accompanying the observations on the 
" Grote Post, it has been said, that ' in a late transaction His 
" ' Excellency has been pleased to transfer a horse, two bulls, 
" * &c., at very high prices indeed, from these Government Farms 
" * at the Grote Post to another Government Farm in the interior, 
u * (Somerset Farm,) to make room and pay for a new horse 
u € sold by His Excellency to the former, although the latter is 

* " Probably from first to last not less, if so little, as 25,000 
" rix-dollars ! " 



u 
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" ( not a Erecting Farm, but has been wed for a ppectfte 
" ' pose for a Commissariat Farm/ Ami that * it £s clear, t^ai 
" f were tjijs to ftecome a practice, it would «*eat$ t^at w}uch 
" ' would render the breaking up of the Qvote Post e$t$bjjfl^~ 
" ' menj the more desirably.' 
t 1 Jn a marginal note wap added— *< the traupfer #f (puut bffppe, 
' 8*c., was amended "ritb cf rcum$taac$s of a peculiar nature, 
< which I prefer tp submit for inquiry t$ Jhe (Jommissw n to 
<f < ptating it here/ 

<f TJie horse alluded fp (Ory^l) was imported by Afe^srs. 
" Hamilton, Ross, and Co. about lgl7. The exact tipje is not 
*f known, Jrat the average exchange throughout fafrt yqar was 
"'1?§ per cenf. Either during that same year, or early }n tfie 
*? year following, the said horse was sold by public vendue for 
" ?,70Q m-dollars, whiqh, {airing fte exchange at} 18§ per 
" ce^t., the sterling yalue qf the hprpe fit t^t time was qqual 
" to ?43& 3*-* After this period, pr in fact, aft? r the fettjjpg 
f of t^e importers* private aecpunt ip England, to wbicji plone 
" the consideration pf the sterling value, and the e$chfmge 
" upon it 'applies, this horse, in all its subsequent mutation^ in. 
u the Colony, by sale, exchange, &c., had its vaty? rated in 
"currency, or in Colonial value, without reference to any star* 
* ling price, t 

" This horse, after having been for a short period in, (he pqs- 
'< session of the purchaser, whq paid for it f 9 currency., at the 
'< vendue, without reference to the exchange, ^eca,me^ pro* 

* *< The average exchange of 181$ was 128 per $e*t»* t^emce 
'< only five per cent, difference, if the sale took plag* iu that 
"year." 

t I must here express my great regret at introda#iag any 
Hung into these pages about horse-dealing, a. subject on, which 
\ am profoundly ignorant; but the transactions detailed by 
Mr. D'Escury are so ultimately blended with the question of 
Colonial finance, that I cannot disconnect the two, nor show 
the misapplication of the public money, without introducing 
the dealings detailed in this paper, which gave rise to that 
misapplication.— R. S. D. 
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" p#rty4?fbb Excellency, who gave for it a Colonial-bred mart, 
« &fr* < Maid of Swellendaa/) and His Excellency eubse- 

* 4p#ntly transferred thjs same hone again to the Qrote Post 
"Fff$b for what consideration does not appear, and there it 
" remained about four years to cover ; when, in March, 1922, 
" jut was sent to another distant Government Farm (Somerset 
« Farm) in the Albany district, and an order was given to the 
" agent, for both farms to ' transfer in rix-dollars from the 
" < funds of the Somerset Farm, to those of the Grote Post, 
« f four pundred pounds sterling for the English stallion, 
« * then en his journey to Graham's Town? ascertaining the 
" f f?«fl of the Exchange from the Colonial Paymaster/ 

" This order was dated Newland's, 29th March, 1822* and 
*' the rate of the exchange was then 177 par cent, and a frac- 

* Jtion*. which produced the currency account of 5550 rix- 
« foliar* ! 

" It naturally occurs to ask, what could the exchange of 1822 
« have tp do with tjie price of a horse imported in 1817, after 
« having in that interval been sold and swapped different times ? 
« Why should the price now be stated in sterling, while it had 
f' (irst been sold for currency, and then exchanged for a 
" Colonial-bred mare ? Why revert to sterling money, and 
" put* after a lapse of years, a greater sterling value upon it, 
f when age and services had, on the contrary, reduced its value, 
" than what it was originally worth at the rate of 123 per 
" cent, exchange? And why, at that advanced sterling value 
" again charge the advanced exchange of 177 per cent., 
" making also a difference of 54 per cent, upon this latter, 
*' and then compel one government farm to pay to another the 
" amount of 5550 rix-dollars for a deteriorated article, which, 
'-' about five years preceding, could, with all the advantages 
V of a public competition* produce only 2700 rix-dollars? 
" After which* apply this hard-wrung sum for the payment of 
« another horse, again furnished by Hie Excellency, to the 
'4 same Qrote Post ! 

. " This surely would, in the ordinary way of dealing, not be 
" deemed regular ; but His Excellency, in these transactions, 
" besides being both buyer and seller, compels, by virtue of 
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* his authority, both dale and purchuse, and that at prices, in 
" both instances also, determined by himself, having himself 
" an interest in the proceeds ; for he furnishes the article, while 
" Me capital engaged belongs to the public, whose resources 
" are at his command ! The case stands thus : 

" His Excellency furnished to the Grote .Post Farm, under 
" his own immediate administration, in the first instance, 
" the stallion Orval, procured by His Excellency in the 
u Colony for himself, as before shewn ; next also, His Excel- 
" lency furnished to the said Grote Post Farm the stallion 
" Vanguard, imported by himself, and now on the Farm; 
" hence both these horses were His Excellency's own imme- 
" diate property, on which he of course fixed, but did not as 
" to the latter horse, declare to the agent his own price. 3 " 
" He orders at the same time, evidently to minister towards 
" the payment of it, (for the Grote Post had no funds to meet 
" so heavy a purchase,) the Somerset Farm to boy from the 

r 

" former the stallion Orval, which the latter farm did not 
" want,t but which the Grote Post was to get rid of, in order 
" to make room for His Excellency's own, which he wished 
" to substitute in its stead ; and His Excellency orders the 
" exorbitant price of 5550 rix-dollars, also fixed by himself 



* " The agent does not even now know what is ultimately 
" the total to be paid for it." 

t " The Somerset Farm is not a Breeding Farm, as has been 
" stated before, but if the horse should be represented as hav- 
" ing been sent there with a view to accommodate the public, 
" to cover the mares of the farmers in that district, why put 
u a selling price upon it? why not send the horse on the 
" part of the Grote Post, and put it under the care of the 
" manager of the Somerset Farm, both being Government 
" Farms, and the object of public benefit being common to 
" both ? But, after all, did this said horse Orval ever reach 
" the Somerset Farm, or did it remain at Graham's Town ? If 
u the latter should prove to be the case, which there is strong 
" reason for believing, why was the Somerset Farm made to 
"pay for it at' all V ' 
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to be paid for it by the Somerset Farm * ; after which His 

Excellency orders again the [Grote Post to pay to himself t 
" the money it had so received ! 

" The balls alluded to are two old Devonshire bulls, super- 
" animated as to the purposes bulls are kept for ; J these the 
" Somerset Farm was made to pay for at the rate of 600 rix- 
" dollars each, while the best young bulls bred at the Grote 
" Post, which ought to be the best in the Colony, are sold on 
" an average at 100 rix-dollars ! § The Somerset Farm not 
" being a Breeding Farm, and had these Devonshire bulls been 
" in their {>rime, and worth the money charged for them, they 
" would still not be wanted there ; yet this farm nevertheless 
" paid 1200 rix-dollars to the Grote Post for these useless 
" creatures, and which, after all, never reached their destina- 
" tion ; the one broke his leg on being shipped, or unshipped, 
" and the other died soon after landing. 

" Beside these, one cow was at the same time disposed of 
" in like manner by the Grote Post to the Somerset Farm, for 
" the sum of 300 rix-dollars ! If this cow has arrived || it is 

* " See the order above quoted, which is the Agent's 
voucher for the transaction/' 

t " See Grote Post account of April, 1822 ; and see also 
" receipt in the hands of the Agent." 

X " Imported full seven years ago ; they must be nine or 
ten years old." 

§ " In the Account of December, 1820, appears the fol- 

* lowing item : — 

" « From T. Buckle, for a Devonshire bull, 70 rix-dollars.' 
" If this be the progeny of either of these old bulls, how 
" wofully must the son have degenerated from the sire, who 
" in his old age is still deemed worth 600 rix-dollars ! or 
" otherwise, it bespeaks the estimation that breed is held in 
" here, to fall considerably short of His Excellency's opinion 
" of it, in charging 1200 rix-dollars for the two bulls to the 
u Somerset Farm." 
" || This cow is still at Newlands, 26th June, 1823, though 

* paid for March, 1822." 
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" very lately Oily, though it was at the same time with tie 
" balk paid for, ao long ago as the 4th March, 1822 ; cease- 
" quently then the said Somerset Farm has been made to pay 
" within one year to the Grote Post Farm 7050 rise-dollars lor 
" stock ft did sot wait* which in reality was deteriorated* and 
" little better than cast-off stock of the latter) and seemingly 
" for ao other purpose than to furnish funds at the disposal *of 
" the Grote Post. 

" But there is still another instance of supplying the Grote 
" Post with funds, at the public expense* necessary to be pointed 
" out. A team of mules appears on the Grote Post accounts^ 
" to have been sold to Government early in 1822, for a sum of 
" 1800 rix dollars,* although in this instance, as in that of the 
" Account for the keep of colts, mules, &c.f also paid for 

■ ■ ■ m ii « ■ ■ ■ i > ii it i| ■ 1 ■ . 1 ' J. i - 1 1 f 1 l *JA— Aai i 1 * 1 1 ft fc I 

* " Those several transactions stand thus: in December, 
" 1821, there was a balance due to the Agent of rix dollars 
" 1562 7 2 ; in January, 1822, the balance dild to the Agent 
" was rix dollars 1617 3 4, without any immediate prospect of 
" a proportionable receipt. On the 1st of February, the Treasury 
" paid on Government Account, rix dollars 1300, for the team 
" of mules on His Excellency's warrant, with which, rix dollars 
" 1300, together with some small sales of wheat, the debt to 
" the Agent was paid off, and a balance of rix dollars 125 5 2 
« remained in hand ; this however, not being sufficient to ineet 
" the expenditure of the following month, the two bulls and 
" cow were ordered to be purchased by the Somerset Farm 
" for the extraordinary price of rix dollars 1500; this supply, 
" and the sale of wool in April following, buoyed up the accounts 
" again, when in this month (April) there also took place the 
" transaction of the horse Orvat. On the 3d April, fhe 
" Somerset Farm paid to the Grote Post, rix dollars 5550, Which 
'< sum the said Grote Post paid again to His Excellency: on 
" the 30th of the same month, in part payment, far His 
" Excellency's Horse, Vanguard, now at the Grote Post/'* 

t " See the Account added to the observations on the Grote 
" Post, in the additional illustration." 
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t€ from the Treasury to the same Government Farm,— it may he 
" asked, how is it that the public must pay to an Establishment 
«* of its own 9 either for the occasional keep of a few htada of 
" stocky or for the use of a team of males, &©.? K such a 
** team were wanted for the public service, and at the time not 
"immediately required on the farm, why not order them up, 
employ them for such service, and when done with, then send 
them back? If then after that work they are no longer 
" wanted, either for the farm or any other public service, then 
" sell them in the usual manner by public vendue ; by this 
" means there would be no occasion for the public to purchase 
u is own property ; * the public work these mules were employed 
" for, would be done without feeling the expense, and when 
" finished the mules being sold, would bring in money paid 
" by individuals, instead of its being taken out of the 
a Treasury. 

" The result of the foregoing then is, that the Government 
" Establishment of the Grote Post has received within one 
u year, whether paid from the Treasury, or from one Public 
M Establishment to another, the following sums : 
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*' * I* seem* to be lost sight of, that the Establishment 
" occupies an immense extent of land belonging to the public, 
l * far which no rent is paid; tliat the public have staked rix- 
« dollars 7M*fr of capital in the formation of that Establish* 

* meat, for which no interest is paid; thai the very land 
(C wa* afterward* mortgaged on the part of . the pubfic to the 
"Orphan Chamber for an* additional debt, that fistabfish* 
u meat had. contracted, of rix dollars 2800, and a farther 
" made to it in October, 1820, of rix dollars. 3012. With 
K such claims en the pari of the public, surely they ought 
" not to be rated, much les* exorbitantly: rated,, for any 
"occasional trifling use they derive from an Establishment 
"so expensive, so useless, ami so- wasteful, as that of the 

* Grote- Fwt.'* 
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"From the Treasury, for the amount of an 

"Account delivered • rix dollars 533 

"From the Somerset Farm, for stock transferred 

" to it..... 7050 

" From the Treasury, for a team of Mules 1300 



" Rix dollars 8883 
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" Yet of this sum, the only utility the public have derived 
" from it, is the work the mules may have performed, which, 
" if the above observations be correct, ought to have been done 
'• for nothing, save the forage required, and which must now 

equally be paid for. 

" The prodigious stretch of power which in these instances 

directed the issue of public money, for such (independent 
" of what was paid from the Treasury) the funds of these 
" public Establishments must undoubtedly be considered, thus 
" nearly connected with objects of private speculation, and 

without any public advantage whatsoever being derived from 

it; so ill according with the motives of public economy 
" assumed by His Excellency on another occasion, seemed to 
" call for, and. to warrant the contrast hereby intended to be 
" marked,; while the present administration of these Farms, shewn 
( i to differ so widely from the ends originally proposed by their 
"establishment, it is presumed, will also be deemed strong 
" additional ground to warrant the suggestion of breaking up 
" these Establishments, and for applying the lands, thus unpro- 
" fitably .locked up to purposes of more general utility, by dis- 
" tributing them,' either on leases corresponding with those of 
"the other Government Farms, of the Groenekloof, or on 
" Perpetual Quitrents, amongst such persons as might be willing 
" to occupy them on those terms. • 

"The several details these: papers contain, the Inspector 
" has felt most unpleasant to himself to enter into ; but he felt 
" also strongly the necessity. of supporting his Statements by 
"the most striking facts that lie in the direct line of his own 
" public department. He felt that the higher the authority 
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" opposed to him, the more irrefutable must be his Statements ; 
" the stronger, and more incontrovertible his proofs to support 
" them. He was aware of the prevailing idea that a Governor 
u must he supported at all events ; and although his own con- 
u viction did not go the full length of what this idea implies ; 
| a he could not conceal from himself, the disadvantages of his 
" relative situation, and thence, in these particulars he has 
u not acted from choice, but yielded to the necessity circum- 
" stances imposed on him. 

(Signed) « CHARLES lyESCURY, 

• 

" Inspector of Government Lands and Woods" 

I perhaps, my Lord, have said enough on 
Cape Finance, to justify my pronouncing that 
Colony to be in a state of bankruptcy ; or if it be 
not yet actually in that state, its bankruptcy can 
be averted only by aid from England. I think too, 
that I have shown by the short statement I have 
made of my own financial arrangements when I 
was at the Cape, that had my system of economy 
been persevered in, and which pressed upon no- 
body, the finances of the Colony would have. 
been at this moment unembarrassed. 

On these two points I think I may venture to 
appeal to Colonel Bird, the former Secretary ; to 
Sir Richard Plaskett, the present Secretary ; to 
my honest and incorruptible friend, J. W. Stoll, 
Landdrost of the Cape District, and the present 
Receiver General of Revenue; to my truly, 
honourable and excellent friend General Bourke, 
the present Lieutenant Governor, who is endea- 
vouring, I hear, by every means in his power, by 
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economy and good management, to carfy oft ttre 
financial operations of the Government; and 
lastly, I think I may venture to appeal to the 
Report of the Commissioners, who cannot have 
been silent on this very important matte*,* nor 
have failed to have drawn a comparison between 
Lord Charles Somerset's financial operations' and 
mine, particularly after the actual state of* the 
Colonial Fisc had been pressed upon ffreii* atten- 
tion by so many circumstances, some of which I 
shall now notice. 

The first paper I put my handb upttif; contains 
a variety of questions from the CoMnJsisiiofle^fo 
Colonel Bird, late Secretary fo the Colony. One 
of these questions is on the point* * wfietifer ~of ' 
« no the Secretary of the Colony felt tiiinsellf 
" called upon, or bound, to enter his' protest 
" against ainy improper act or expenditure of the; 
" Governor ?" The answer is as follows : 

(Extract.) "'But it would be his (the Secre- 
^tary's) duty to enter his protest* whenever lie 
" saw gross deception attempted to be practised' 
a on the Secretary of State, such as procured 

* Efcii 1 Bathursfs assent to the last augmenfetibn 
«*C*f the Cape corps; and' procured also the 

* Majority" of 'it for the then Captain Somerset'; 
«tl# circumstances of which Colonel Bfrcfwitf 
4i l#re detail, hr explanation of his view of tfie! 
4< WftMire of protests. 

U TW Cape corps at its formation in 181^ 
%i o«ttMKMi of two troops of cavalry, attd four 
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companies of infantry, under one field officer ; 
f* part of the infantry had also the means of being 
f mounted when celerity was required, some 
".horses of the 21st Dragoons having been re- 
tained for that purpose. In the opinion of many 
competent judges, the infantry was then stronger 
than the state of the frontier required: the 
cavalry fully adequate to any probable exigency, 
the border never having been more quiet than 
it had been since the last pacification with the 
■" Kaffers. . 

" Suddenly a rumour was spread in Cape Town, 
of a combination of the Kaffers against the 
Colony. This was eagerly seized upon as the 
ground for recommending an augmentation of 
the Cape corps, and X)f an additional Major, 
5* by which the main object would be obtained ; 
* c a most deceptive despatch ^vas therefore pre- 
" pared, in which the supposed combination was 
*' described in glowing colours, and an equally 
" fallacious mode was adopted for meeting the 
f increased expenditure* 

This despatch was forwarded by the Heron 
brig of war, when, singular to say, at the very 
moment of making up the despatch, a letter 

was lying on the Governor's table f from the 

mmm — — — ■ — — —^—i i — — . —————— ■.— »— ^— p^_ _ _ 

* In this way have Cape affairs been got up, finance and all, 
to produce a stage effect on the eyes of a Secretary of State. 

fl.S.D. 
: t This letter and its inclosure from Mr. Thompson are now 
on my table. They were sent to me from the frontier. — IL-8« D. 

F 
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u Commandant on the frontier, Colonel Scott, 
" stating that he could not leam that any combi- 
" nation of the Kaffer chiefs was in agitation ; 
"that he had never known them in a state of 
" more perfect quiet ; that he had consulted 
u Mr. Thompson, our Agent with the Kaffer tribes, 
€€ who resided on the river Chumd, and that his 
" answer, which he (Colonel Scott) transmitted, 
must set the question quite at rest, as Mr. 
Thompson assured him, that if such a report 
" existed, it was as ridiculous as untrue ; that 
" the only movement amongst the Kaffers which 
" had come to his knowledge was, that one of 
"the Kaffer chiefs had applied to him (Mr. 
" Thompson) to get the lock of his gun mended. 
" Yet, with these positive documents on the table, 
" was the fallacious despatch sent to Lord Ba- 
" thurst, who credited what was so solemnly re- 
ported, * and approved an augmentation which 
was unnecessary, and which has been most 
ruinously expensive to the Colony; for the 
money which was raised by the sale of Com- 
" missions, and which was to have been placed at 
u interest for the payment, in part, of the in- 
" creased expense, was absorbed by the exigen- 
cies of the Colonial expenditure. 



« 
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* How could his Lordship do otherwise? can any blame 
attach to a Secretary of State, for not seeing what is going on 
7000 miles off, when such means are resorted to for blindfolding 
him?— R.S.D. 
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Subsequent to the despatch having been so 
"^forwarded to Lord Bathurst, Colonel Scott 
"recommended the augmentation, having been 
" required to do so ; and the draft of the letter 
*' which he was required to write, was forwarded 
« to him from Cape Town! A very few months 
" after which, this same Colonel Scott reported, 
u thai the tranquillity of the frontier was so great, 
" that he could spare a large proportion of the 
€€ forGe under his command for the service of 
"tCapeTown! 

" Against measures of this sort, a Colonial 
*' Secretary (Secretary to the Colony) having the 
"> power, would naturally protest. He would 
" have used that privilege too, when Lord Ba- 
" thurst was told that the house at Newlands fell 
<€ in consequence of the severity of the weather, 
" when it was notorious that Newlands House fell 
u in consequence of having a ponderous second 
story added to it, when the walls and the foun- 
dation gave way," &c. &c. 
This is followed by some strong observations 
on what Newlands cost; but as your Lordship has 
the Report of the Commissioners on that most 
expensive villa, 1 shall simply say, that 1 believe, 
if ever it should be possible to disentangle the 
accounts of that building, it will be found that 
it has not cost less than 45,000/. sterling, although 
your Lordship was induced to consent to the re- 
building, on an apparent contract for only 7000/. ; 
-but no correct account can ever be made of what 
lias been going on there ; for such have been the 
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means pursued, so tortuous and involved are 
the accounts, that the most acute accountant will 
be baffled in any attempt to disentangle them and 
get at the real cost of Newlands. 

First comes the contract, with the moderate sum 
of about 7000/. Then the bricks were to be made 
on the spot, at nominally no expense, although in 
reality at a very heavy one. Then soldiers were at 
work on fatigue, as the military phrase is, some of 
whom were paid out of the extraordinaries of the 
army — others not paid at all, to their great dissatis- 
faction. Next were men, artificers, attached to 
the Barrack Department, paid also out of the 
extraordinaries of the army, but whose labour 
was lost of course to that army while employed on 
a Colonial building at Newlands ; and one of the 
first things I was obliged to do on my assuming 
the command of the forces, was to order ^ the 
barrack artificers away from Newlands, to repair 
the window-shutters of the soldiers' barracks ; 
which at the stormy Cape were frequently da- 
maged; and which at that very moment were, and 
had been for some time, in such a state, that many 
of the soldiers every night got wet in their beds 
for want of their barracks being weather-tight 
Next came certain weekly disbursements made 
by the Barrack Department, and charged on the 
military chejst, on the plea, I suppose, that New- 
lands was a barrack i because the Commander of 
the Forces, who is also Civil Governor, lived 
there. Then came separate charges for iron, la- 
bour, carriage, and a labyrinth of water-pipes— Mr. 
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Klerck, (a Government servant,) up to a giveit 
period which I do not now recollect, had already 
delivered 80,000 half-aams of lime at Newlands^ 
which was made by Government slaves, at Govern- 
ment kilns ; which lime, had it been sold, would 
have brought into the Colonial Treasury two-and- 
a-half rix dollars the half-aam, that is to say, in 
all, 200,000 rix dollars ; which sum, as it has not 
gone into the Treasury, may fairly be said to 
have come out of it ; or, at all events, to have 
been kept out of it. 

Neither out-buildings nor stabling were in- 
cluded in the contract of 7000/. submitted to your 
Lordship, consequently they are extras; in short, 
I now lose myself in the attempt to recollect or 
to detail intelligibly the maze of machinery brought 
into play, as I did at the time when I wished to 
check these accounts, for I was obliged to grant 
monthly warrants for the payment of these multi- 
farious items ; as, during two years, the payment 
of part of this profuse expenditure was imposed 
upon me by a contract and regulations which I 
found established, and which were handed over to 
me by Lord Charles Somerset, who told me the 
very day before he embarked, that he hoped I 
would not allow Colonel Bird to thwart the pro- 
gress of this building, for that your Lordship had 
approved of it. Thus fettered, I was obliged to 
grant my warrants, but, aware of the responsi- 
bility, and expecting that a day of reckoning 
must come, I guarded all my first warrants with 
a note in my own hand writing at the corner of 
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eatfh, " that I had signed it in pursuance of an 
" agreement made by Lord Charles Somerset with 
" the contractor before his departure." 

The late Secretary to the Colony goes oa to 
give his Majesty's Commissioners further infor- 
mation as to the finances of the Colony as follows : 
€€ Query, No. 26," from the Commisioners, April 
21, 1825. 

" Has it been customary to make advances 
" from the Colonial Treasury on account, during 
i€ the progress of public works, and before the 
" accounts could be made up and audited? 

Answer. " The pernicious and illegal practice 
" alluded to in this question, has crept in withia 
these few years. I cannot state when it first 
began, but 1 believe it was with the confidential 
employment of W. Oliver Jones. This man 
has had large advances made to him to carry on 
" works which he, as Inspector, ought merely 
" to have superintended and checked. This 
great irregularity was the subject of muoh un- 
easiness to me, and I frequently represented to 
the Receiver General, the danger he was per- 
sonally exposed to in complying with the Gover- 
nor's verbal orders, by advancing these Urge 
sums to W. Oliver Jones, it being contrary to 
" the Receiver General's instructions to issue 
" monies unless upon regular warrants, signed by 
the Governor, and countersigned by the Secre- 
tary; and it being contrary to the Governor's 
instructions to draw from the Treasury as above 
" described. 
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" The Receiver General was certainly perplexed, 
"but he appears to have preferred the risque to 
the certainty of ruin, had he refused to comply 
with the unjust and illegal requisition.* The 
"advances at last amounted to the large sum of* 
95,000 rix dollars. I then spoke to the Gover* 
nor on the subject, seeing the ruin suspended 
u over the Receiver General, and I obtained a- 
4r temporary warrant to cover the issues which had 
< 4 been made. This was one of the last things in 
"which I officially acted. 

€€ In order to explain the pernicious effects 
44 of this system, I shall bring to your notice two 
44 circumstances. The first relates to the expen- 
4 ' diture on the Government Cottage in Graave- 
"street. This building ought to have been 
€ * commenced and carried on -J- upon a plan and 
€ * estimate sanctioned by. the Secretary of State ; % 
"it was neither estimated, nor approved! but it 
"was carried on by Mr. W. Oliver Jones by 
" means of advances. ' 

'" When the work had proceeded very feiy 
seeing that it. was very expensive, and likely td 
be more so, 1 suggested calling on W. Oliver 
" Jones for the Accounts, which suggestion having 
" been approved, I required him to furnish them 
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* Under such a system and such a tenure as this, have all, 
the Functionaries at the Cape held their offices for a series 
of years ! What must he the moral state of the Colony ? 

R. S. D. 

t If at all ! See Mr. D'Escury's opinion on this subject' 

R. 8k- D* 
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44 to my office ; he however delayed doing so, and 
" having met him, I urged him to make them out, 
" which circumstance he must have repeated to 
44 the Governor, as, at my next interview with his 
44 Lordship, he spoke of it with great irritation, 
u and then said that he would have that outlay 
" blended with the general account of the repairs 
44 of the Government House, and that my. calling 
<€ for these accounts wasonly to bring, censure on 
< 4 him. 

" Thus, contrary to all regulation, no entry of 
€t this large item of expenditure appeared in the 
f accounts when I left the office. 

u Nor was any entry made of the expenditure 
€f at the marine, villa at Camp's Bay, which is the 
€€ second case I alluded to. That building wds 

likewise erected by Mr. W. Oliver Jones, by 

advances from the Treasury for its execution; 
u thus will it ever be found impossible to have 
" correct accounts of these heads of expenditure. 
u Vouchers may be composed to answer the 
" Treasury forms ; but it would be absurd to 
"consider such as meeting the very precise in- 
€t structions of his Majesty's government. Should 
" the Commissioners choose to compare this state- 
" ment with these instructions, and with the path 
" taken yearly by the Governor, it, will be un- 
' 4 necessary to comment farther on it." 

I have still, my Lord, a considerable mass of 
papers before me, detailing facts as strange as 
those I have submitted to you in this letter? but 
I am wearied by having fixed my attention on such 
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k , ahaost exclusively, for the last three 
days; and I en suppose that your Lordship mast 
be wearied too. I shall therefore pass over, for 
the present, whatever else I may have (and 1 have 
a great deal) bearing- on this question ; and I am 
induced to do so from the persuasion I am under, 
that what I have adduced will be sufficient to con- 
vince your Lordship, that the Jbrst and favourable 
opinion you were pleased to form of me, was the 
right one. Before I conclude, I must entreat your 
Lordship to do me the justice to recollect, that 
this exposition of Cape Affairs was not sought by 
me ; and that your Lordship cannot tax me with 
impatience or precipitancy. During five years 
I have remained passive, or nearly so ; and I have 
left Lord Charles Somerset in possession of your 
Lordship's Ear; but when I found, at last, the 
doors of your lx>rdship's Office shut against me; 
when I adverted to the tone, as well as the inqui- 
sition of the correspondence, under which 1 have 
been kept for five years, but which I am far from 
attributing to your Lordship — for, when statements 
were made to you from an official quarter, you 
were bound to call for explanations — when I 
reflect that I have not received the smallest mark 
of personal consideration or notice from your 
Lordship, since my return from holding a govern- 
ment under your orders ; that I have been treated, 
as it were, as a proscribed person at your Office ; 
that neither when the Commissioners were going 
out to the Cape, nor when Mr. D'Escury sent his 
papers to your Lordship, and referred you to me ; 
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nor when the changes in the form of the Govern- 
ment at the Gape were in contemplation j nor when> 
the genera] question of emigration was started; 
last year;, nor when, in fact, any one subject was 
under consideration, on which it might be pre- 
sumed I must have some practical knowledge, 
have I ever been, I will not say consulted, but, 
have I ever been communicated with, or even bad; 
asingle reference made to me, from your Depart- 
ment, for an opinion. When I reflect on all this, 
I feel confident that nobody will either tax me 
with, impatient precipitancy, nor wonder, that at 
last, I have been roused* to my own justification. 

My Lord, although no power — no offers — no 
temptations, will ever induce me to sacrifice one 
iota of that independence or that character which 
I: am hound, as a gentleman, and as a man of 
honour, to maintain, I will confess here, that a 
very small portion of attention from your Lord- 
ship,, mould have prevented the publication of this 
letter ;. for any personal attention from your Lord- 
ship, would have rendered its publication un- 
necessary, by indicating your continued good' 
opinion of me, for no public duty called on me, 
in particular, to step forward on this occasion ; 
and any attention, even the smallest, from your 
Lordship; would have satisfied me and my friends, 
that I stood where I ought to do with you. But, 
I was to bo put down! and for whom f 

Your Lordship not having thought the smallest* 
sacrifice to my feelings expedient; I have taken' 
this mode of redressing . myself. But this Js. 



a deft mill act oa my part, aad mot 
offence. 

I have neatioaed, ia oae put of this letter, a 
beloved child, as almost all that the hud of death 
had left to me of every thing that was most dew 
to me on earth. 

To that child I bequeath this letter, as the rale 
and guide of his conduct. It will teach him, first, 
the necessity of being honest to others: and next, 
to be true to himself. 

I have been told by some of my well-meaning 
but cautious friends, that it was " imprudent 94 ia 
me to publish this letter, for that it would give 
offence to persons in power. 

My Lord, if by " persons in power " they meant 
any of the Members of his Majesty's Government} 
I tell my friends, that 1 have too high an opinion 
of all those distinguished persons, to allow myself 
to think, that when a gentleman and soldier finds 
it necessary to come forward and do himself 
justice, he can thereby give offence to any one ; 
nor will I believe, that to offer truth to the eyes 
of any one Minister of the present Government, 
will be construed into a want of due respect on 
my part. 

But, my Lord, if even the frown of power had 
been instant on me, still I would have done what 
I now have done. I had a duty to perform to 
myself and to my child ; and feeling this, I have 
not stopped to put my case into the cautious, 
trembling scale of worldly Prudence. 
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I shall here beg leave, my Lord, to make one 
concluding observation. 

I disclaim, in the strongest manner, any thing 
like animadversion on your Lordship in any way. 
Anybody who will take the trouble to look over 
the preceding pages dispassionately, will not only 
give me credit for patience, but will see that I 
have been absolutely goaded into the necessity of 
setting myself right — not by your Lordship — but 
by him who can set himself right only by making 
you think me wrong: and as to his Majesty's 
Government at large, I view this question as one 
entirely Departmental, and as not bearing, in the 
remotest degree, on the Administration in general; 
my respect for, and confidence in which, shall be 
abundantly proved, should I succeed in getting 
into Parliament, either by petition or otherwise. 

I have the honour to be, 

With the greatest respect, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obedient 
Humble Servant, 

R. S. Donkin. 



APPENDIX. 



There is a variety of minor circumstance and of miscella- 
neous matter which could not with propriety he introduced into 
h letter addressed to one of the highest Officers of State. 

These I have thrown here into an Appendix, and they will 
not he without their use as illustrations to those persons who 
are not well acquainted with Cape of Good Hope politics, nor 
with the manner in which the orders of the King are observed, 
and the interests of his subjects watched over in Southern 
Africa. 

They still form, however, but a very small part of an im- 
mense accumulation of facts and statements which were sent 

« 

to me from the Cape, voluntarily, and without any application 
from me, as soon as it was known that I had offered myself as 
a candidate for Parliament, and which will now probably see 
the light — unless indeed this Pamphlet should be stamped by 
the Public with the 

" Ohe ! jam satis est." 



The first paper which I shall introduce into this Appendix 
is my report to Lord Bathurst, when I was relieved by Lord 
Charles Somerset at the Cape of Good Hope. By publishing 
this report I betray no trust — I break no confidence — it is a 
paper wholly personal to myself, and on personal matters. I 
have, in the preceding letter, admitted the principle that a 
public servant has no right to make use of the correspondence 
which he may have held with a Minister of the Crown while 
in office, and to give it to the world in support of any state- 
ment he may think proper to publish ; and I here distinctly re- 
quest it may be observed, that I have not, either in the pre- 
ceding Letter, or in this Appendix, published a single line of my 
official correspondence or instructions during the period of my 
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administration. It is true, I have published some of the offi- 
cial correspondence, &c., of the Commissioners; but all this 
took place since my departure, and I am as much at liberty to 
produce it * as any other indifferent person ; so with some other 
papers, Mr. D'Escury's for instance, the whole of which he 
sent to me (weighing probably 20 lbs.) ; and in a letter accompa- 
nying them he earnestly requested me to see Lord Bathurst> 
(supposing as a matter of course that I must at least be in oc- 
casional communication with his Lordship,) and to bear testi- 
mony as to his character and his conduct while under my 
orders, at the same time telling me that he had referred his 
Lordship to me for full information as to his papers and him- 
self, so that there was nothing clandestine on the part of Mr. 
D'Escury in this transaction. 
With this explanation I now give my report to Lord Bathurst. 

A. 

" Cape of Good Hope, Dec. 1, 1821. 
" MY LORD, 

" I have the honour of reporting to your Lordship that 
" my administration of the affairs of this Colony ceased this 
" day, Lord Charles Somerset having arrived from England ; 
but, I regret to say, with such violent and unaccountable ex- 
pressions of hostility towards me, accompanied by proceedings 
" of so unusual a nature between persons in our respective 
" situations, that I should be almost induced to fear that Lord 
" Charles Somerset's demeanor was indicative of my having 
" incurred the displeasure of His Majesty's Government by some 
" unknown offence, were it hot that I am encouraged by the ge- 
" neral tenor of your Lordship's despatches during the last two 
" years, to hope that I have attained, what it has ever been my 
" endeavour to merit, your Lordship's approbation. 

" On the Hyperion anchoring yesterday evening, I sent a 
" staff officer on board to wait on Lord Charles Somerset: to 
" acquaint him that I had prepared dinner for himself and 
" family at the Government House, that my carriages were in 

* I have a large pile of it. 
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" waiting, and to offer those courtesies which are usual on such 
" occasions. To all this I received, by the return of that 
" officer, no sort of reply — no communication to myself, private 
" or official — but, simply, that Lord Charles Somerset had put 
" off his landing till this morning. He landed accordingly ; and 
u entering the Government House at a very early hour, by one 
" door, as I was going out at another to the beach to receive 
u him, he sent me a note, of which I enclose a copy. 

" On the receipt of such a note I had only one course to 
" take, that of immediately quitting the Government House, 
" leaving my breakfast things on the table, and every thing 
" just as it stood, to be brought away as speedily as possible 
€t by my servants. 

" In one instant I thus found myself in the street, without 
" having even seen Lord Charles Somerset, nor have I seen 
" him since — and, thus, in the face of this whole Colony, and 
" of the army, has a scene of discourtesy and indecorum taken 
" place, such as, I believe, was never before exhibited towards 
" a person of my rank, (and I hope I may add character,) 
u after holding one of His Majesty's Governments for two years. 

" I have been since told, that Lord Charles Somerset had 
" taken offence at my having lately confined his son, Captain 
u H. Somerset, to his post at Simons Town, which situation I 
u conferred upon him last June, at his father's earnest request. 
* I was obliged to prohibit Captain Somerset from coming to 
u my head-quarters, in maintenance of military discipline, and, 
<c to avoid the more painful step of bringing that Officer to a 
" Court Martial, which I should have been obliged to do had 
u he repeated his most unmilitary and insubordinate conduct 
u towards me ; but I cannot easily allow myself to suppose that 
" any private feelings of Lord Charles Somerset could so far 
" overpower him as to make him forget his public duty in 
" violating every usual courtesy belonging to his situation and 
" mine, in the face of this Colony, in which there is a class of 
" people sufficiently disposed to slight public authorities, and 
" to criticise and censure the conduct of people in office. 

u For my own part, I am perfectly indifferent as to Lord 
" Charles Somerset's pleasure or displeasure — to his opinion^ 
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" good or bad. I have conducted my administration here ho- 
" neatly and zealously. In all my arrangements, civil and 
" military, I have kept the good of His Majesty's service con- 
u scientiously in view. By this line of conduct, I have more 
" than once obtained your Lordship's approbation : and I will 
"boldly say, and I say it with an honest pride — in self-defence, 
" and not from vanity, I have gained the confidence, the re- 
" spect, and attachment, of this whole Colony. These feelings 
" towards me have been strongly manifested this day, by the 
" eagerness and kindness with which every thing that is most 
" respectable at this place, civil and military, flocked to my 
" door, as soon as it was known abroad how I had been turned 
" out of the Government House. 

" I have received more flattering attentions, and have had 
" stronger expressions of esteem and regard used towards me 
" this day, than I ever have had on any one occasion during 
u my government. 

" I am sorry to have taken up so much of your Lordship's 
u time — I ask for no censure on Lord Charles Somerset — but 
" it is my duty to acquaint your Lordship with what has 
" happened. And when such marked feelings of personal 
€i hostility have been shown towards me by Lord Charles 
" Somerset, I hope your Lordship will not think it too much 
" forme to express a hope that in case Lord Charles Somerset 
" shall address your Lordship, hereafter, concerning me or 
" my administration here, your Lordship will do me the jus- 
" tice to judge me by my own public conduct as it has come 
under your Lordship's personal observation, and by the ge- 
neral sentiments of this Colony towards me, rather than by 
" what Lord Charles Somerset may say, 

" I have the honour to be, 
"My Lord, 

" You{ Lordship's most obedient 
gamble Servant, 



a 



" To the Right Hon. the Earl I 

&c. & 



L[ « R. S. Donkin." 
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X'OTE REFERRED TO IN THE PRECEDING LETTER. 

" Lord Charles Somerset presents his compliments to Sir 
u Rnfane Shawe Donkin, and if Sir R. S. Donkin has any 
" official communication to make to Lord Charles, he will meet 
" Sir R a fane at the Colonial Office at any time Sir R. D. will 
" appoint." 

" Saturday, Dec. 1, 1821." 

When it is recollected that this Report of mine to Lord 
Bathurst was written the same day that the strange conduct 
described in it took place, T shall not he accused of want of mo- 
deration or of loss of temper on the occasion, and the scene 
which I have described will abundantly show the feelings with 
which Lord Charles Somerset was animated towards me when 
he landed. Those, who have more curiosity than I have (for I 
never took the trouble to make any inquiries on the subject,) 
may, perhaps, be disposed to ask, what could have put Lord 
Charles Somerset so out of humour at a moment when, exter- 
nally at least, courtesy, as wejl as attention to public duties* 
was called for? X will tell those who may have this curiosity 
all I know on the subject. 

I have been informed, that either Lord Charles Somerset, or 
some of those sycophants who are always ready to swarm about 
the seat of power, if encouraged to do so, had declared that 
" my two years* administration had been throughout a practical 
" satire on all the preceding years of Lord Charles Somerset's." 

If any of the Government House minions did tell him so, I 
conclude he immediately kicked them out of that house — for 
what satire could be more severe than to tell a man that the 
administration of his immediate predecessor, which had called 
forth the repeated approbation of the Secretary of State, and 
the united applause of all the Colonists, old and new, chiefly on 
account of the honesty and fair-dealing of that administration, 
was a " practical satire" on all his former conduct L 

If Lord Charles Somerset made this remark himself, (which 
I can hardly believe possible,) he was committing a sort of felo- 
de-se on his own reputation. 

a 
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I, indeed, some time after I landed in England, was in* 
formed of another reason — namely — that Lord Charles Somer- 
set had strongly expressed his hostility towards me, because I 
had shaken a horsewhip over his son, Captain Somerset, when 
I was reprimanding him for a hreach of military discipline ! \ \ 

I am surprised that hefore Lord Charles Somerset made such 
an assertion, he did not see the predicament in which it would 
place his son, then a Captain and now a Lieutenant-Colonel in the 
army ! Why, if I had done so, Captain Somerset ought, the very 
moment I quitted the Colony, and was out of office, tb have fol- 
lowed me to the remotest corners of the earth, if necessary, 
until he had demanded and obtained personal satisfaction fdTB6 
cowardly and atrocious an outrage ! 

But I appeal to the whole corps of officers amongst whom I 
rank, to say if it be possible for a General Officer commanding 
his Majesty's forces on a Foreign Station, so far to forget him- 
self as to expose himself to the consequences of such a con- 
duct, if his own mind did not restrain him. Why, had I really 
shaken a horsewhip oter any officer while reprimanding him, I 
should long ago have been dismissed the service by a Court 
Martial, or, more probably, the King, in the exercise of his 
undoubted prerogative, would have blotted my unworthy name 
out of the list of those officers and gentlemen who have the 
honour of bearing his Royal commission. The very appearance 
of my name in the Army List at this day, gives a Convincing 
refutation of this story. 

Again — I appeal to every man who knows me, and Who ever 
served with me, whether it is in my character so to degrade 
myself — whether such an action on my part be possible— I, who 
in the whole course of my long military service,, never lifted my 
hand, even in menace, against a private soldier — I, who never 
even swore an oath at a private soldier from the hour I entered 
the army to the present day — I, who never put hut two officers 
under arrest, one of whom was this very Captain Somerset, and, 
he richly deserved it. I appeal to the whole of my military and 
private life— to all, civil and military, who know me, and I ask 
again, " is the thing possible V But, Lord Charles Somerset 
was told at the time, when he mentioned the matter to Colonel 



£ird, the Secretary to the Colony, that no such occurrence, and 
jthat nothing Wee it 9 had taken place. Colonel Bird, in the 
honesty of his mind, and in his love of truth, intreated Lord 
jQharles Somerset not to repeat such an accusation against me, 
for, added he, " every body who has ever seen or heard of Sir 
" Jtufane Donkin, will exclaim that the thing is impossible ! 
*< but, my Lord," continued Colonel Bird, " J was present at 
** the whole interview ! Sir Rufone Donkin was highly dis- 
<( pleased with your son, and he had reason to, be so ; but he 
^ made use of no menaces either of word or action; he had 
<e no horsewhip, for he was driving his curricle ! Do not ima- 
" gine that I am advocating Sir Rufane Qonkin's cause ; I am 
"advocating yours, my Lord, and I again entreat you, for 
4< yqur wen sake, not to attempt to give currency to a state- 
** ment, which will only recoil on yourself 7" 

Are these last prophetic words verified at this day ? 

I here subjoin, for the credit of Colonel Bird, the manly let- 
ter he wrote to Captain Somerset on the subject of that very re* 
primand I gave him, and I here declare, that if it had not been 
for Colonel Bird's most importunate interference — the only 
l^me he ever did interfere with me and my conduct as Com- 
mander of the Forces — I should certainly have brought Captain 
Somerset to a Court Martial, and, in giving way to Colonel 
.Surd, I failed in a due performance of my duty. The return 
made to Colonel Bird for all this, every body has seen. Here 
ia this admirable and honest letter. 

" Cape Town, October %> 1821. 
U DEAR SOMERSET, 

" Your letter of the 30th of last month, which I re- 
ceived by the post of yesterday, appearing to me to be writ- 
" ten under very erroneous impressions, and with feelings which 
" are likely to lead to your serious injury, I am induced by the 
u real friendship I feel for yourself and your father, to reply 
" to it at $ome length, in order to endeavour to persuade you 
" not to act under impulses which have their rise in error, 
u and which, if they were even correct, it is your interest to 
"combat and suppress.. 

G 2 
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" But first, let me congratulate you once more on the termi- 
" nation of the fracas in which yon had imprudently Involved 
*" yourself. It is, I assure you, matter of lively satisfaction to 
" me, to think, that the exertions of your friends led to the 
*< conclusion which ensued ; for having felt, and still feeling, 
" that you had put yourself in the wrong throughout, and that 
" the consequences could not hut have been most fatal to your 
" reputation and interests, had the course been adopted which 
" was likely to have been pursued ; it is indeed a pleasure to me 
" to know that the storm has passed for the present. I speak 
" thus freely and fully, because, having advocated your cause 
*' with an almost unbecoming warmth, and having almost offen- 
" sively persisted in supporting the line of defence which you 
*' had tafcen, although 1 was aware how easily it might have 
" been shaken, yon must be convinced that I can have no 
" interest more at heart than yours in this affair. 

u You are wrong in supposing that this matter can, or ever 
" will be considered, by dispassionate persons, as a private 
u quarrel between yourself and Sir Rufane Donkin ; it was by 
" no means so ; it was an insult from Captain Somerset to the 
"" Governor and Commander of the Forces. The Governor, or 
" Acting Governor, can on no occasion divest himself of the cha* 
u racter he holds of the King's representative. It is in this 
" character all public servants know him, and in this, and this 
"tmly, that he is entitled to our support and devotion. 

" You are equally wrong in supposing Sir Rufane to be your 
" father's representative here; he is no such thing; he holds 
*" his authority by his Majesty's commands, signified to him 
" through the Commander-in-Chief on one hand, for his military 
" situation, and through the Secretary of State on the other, 
" for his civil one. He acts in the King's name, and in the 
€€ King's name only ; he holds his authority, however, only while 
" your father is absent ; upon his return his temporary command 
n immediately ceases. While he commands here, he has pre- 
< c cisely the same power and privileges which your father had, 
" and any accommodation he may have shewn your father in 
a giving up the lands, &c. attached to the Governor's situation, 
u was matter of pure courtesy; those lands could not be * 
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alientfted from his government, and were and aire under his 
" superintendance — the claim you put in, to interfere with any 
" thing left on the Government Property, is one which could 
" not he for a moment supported: your father left no such 
" commission with you; and if he had, you could not have 
" acted upon it. It is not my intention by this explanation to 
" review all the circumstances which passed last week r let 
" us rather bury them in oblivion ; but I wish to shew you* 
from this plain statement, that you have misunderstood the 
import and circumstances of what passed on the road, when 
" Sir Rufane- met you : it is true, that you met him in a state 
" of great irritation, — you are aware of the unusual interference 
" which had caused that irritation ; but it is not correct in you 
" to assert that any ' unhandsome allusion was made to your 
" ' father ' in any part of what Sir Rufane addressed to you on 
" that occasion. The impression Sir Rufane's observations 
made upon me was, that he endeavoured to convince you of the 
nature of the situation he filled, as 1 have above described it; 
" and that because your father had left a team of males upon 
" the lands cultivated on his account at Newlands, it did not 
<' therefore follow, that any other person than himself could 
" by any means be allowed to interfere with that team. 

" In our many conversations since your return from the 
" frontier, I have endeavoured to do away the opinion you 
" appeared to have unguardedly imbibed, that there was an 
" hostility on the part of Sir Rufane towards you. I cannot 
" understand whence this feeling has originated; you have 
" made no one application to Sir Rufane which he has not 
" complied with, and of the many arrangements your father 
" requested him to make, not one remains unexecuted. This is 
a better proof of his feelings in your regard, than what you 
may pick up from the idle talebearers of this inventive town ; 
" to these I would have you, if possible, adhere ; but, think 
" not, that I have any motive for giving you this advice beyond 
" that of your own interest, and that of the community wo 
" live in. 

" It is your interest, and that of your father* that he and 
Sir Rufane should meet upon apparently good terms \ and I 
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gi wisli to convince you that yon will do yourself an injury, by 
" attempting to impede it, as your letter to me insinuates that 
" it is your intention to do. The complaints which Sir Jta&ne, 
" not only on the late, but on many other occasions, has to 
" urge against your indiscreetness (for you know how every thing 
" is repeated here) are now smothered, and will probably re- 
" main so ; but flame only smothered is easily rekindled. Sir 
" Rufan& goes home, and at home he has it in his power se- 
" riously to injure you ; I happen to know, that he - - - - * - 

« . If, therefore, Sir Rufane is goaded, it is itn- 

" possible to foresee the extent of injury he may de in that 
" quarter ; and it is to that quarter that you are to look for- 
" ward for your rise in life.* 

" Let me intreat you, therefore, to Consider this well, kind 
" to act with that discretion in consequence, which you would 
« be the first to recommend to any other perftm. It is ndt 
" decorous in you who hold a high station under the Govern- 
" ment of Sir Rufane, to censure his conduct or admihistra- 
" tion ; it is not politic in you to open your mind on these 
" subjects indiscriminately to many persons, who repeat what 
" you may say, with exaggerations perhaps, which Would 
" stagger you to hear. 

" You may depend upon it, that it is, and must be, 'Sir 
" Rufane's wish to part from this Government in harmony 'with 
« the Authorities he will leave behind him ; and this is and 
" should be your guarantees for his receiving favourably those 
4t acts of conciliation to which he is unquestionably entitled- 
" I only call upon you for forbearance, and to forbear for your 
" own interest and that of your family. I do it in ftto warmth 
" of friendship, and in gratitude for favours I hafre ftoette'fl 
" from your father. 

" I beg you will not mistake my intentions, bat believe "me, 

&c. &c. 
(Signed) «C.&au>." 

" To Captain H. Somerset, &c. &c." 

* I appeal to all the Public Departments in England, if ever I have 
uttered or written one syllable to Colonel Somerset's prejudice since I have 
been in England, or before my arrival here.— R, S, D. 
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Ctkad BM ha* repeatedly told me* and write* to m*,tk*t 
Lord Ckaiks Smosct, firaan the mmI ke saw 1Kb fetter to 
kb tarn, determined 09 k» *«■» and avowed tbe determination 
is Ike hearing of a peisra whoa* ke is ready to bring forward 
to cnfai this npon oath. How dilerently are me**s minds 
amVctfd by the save cirtaaisUBce. Had my boy been of aa 
age to get iato sack a dimcalty in my absence, and, bad any 
friend of mine written to bim sneb a letter as tbe above, 1 
shonld bate loved bim as a friend, and bonoared bun as * man, 
tp tbe latest boor of my life ! 



A strange piece of information was conveyed to me by tbe 
above letter, and of which I never dreamt till I got it, whjch 
is the opinion entertained by the Captain, that I was " bis 
" father's representative n ! ! ! He could have known but little 
of mb, and of my character, to have supposed for one instant 
that I could ever have placed myself in such a predicament ! 
hot another strange part of the story is, that Captain Henry 
Somerset, of the Cape corps, and a Deputy Landdrost, that 
is, a Judge and Magistrate, did not himself know, or recollect, 
in whose name and behalf he had been so long dispensing jus- 
tice from the judgment-seat as a Magistrate and Judgo on tho 
frontier ! Certainly not in his father's name, when he was 
present ; nor in mine, when his father was absent. 

By way of concluding this affair of the horse-whip, and to 
show the fatal consequences which this honest and manly letter 
have entailed on Colonel Bird, I give an extract from a letter 
from Colonel Bird to me, dated 

" Cape, March 4, 1805. 

" Lord Charles has persecuted me ever since his return from 
" England in a way not to be credited, solely in consequence 
" of the support I gave to your measures, and the visits T paid 
" you when you were in the Castle. This he avowed ; Wilbcr- 
" force Bird told it me without hesitation or qualification ; 
<' besides, he never forgave my having told him, that when his 
" son said that you had shaken your whip at him on the Ron- 
" debosch Road, he asserted what was not correct; as, no 
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H such circumstance had taken place, which /, who was 
present, could testify.' This was the offence which I have 
not yet expiated, although it has brought me and mine to 
" utter ruin ; from that moment he withdrew all public and 
u private confidence, and never quitted me till he had crushed 
" me ! I might, however, ask, whether the consequences have 
" been satisfactory to Lord Bathurst ? Prior to this, things 
" went on quietly and orderly, and to the Secretary of State's 
44 satisfaction, as he frequently expressed ; mind, I speak of 
" public affairs, not of private acts, nor of the * * *, nor 
" of the * * * ; with these I had nothing to do, and only 
« heard of them as others did. 

" After I was removed from confidence, and when another 
" system was introduced by Wilberforce Bird's advice, instead 
" of the one I always acted on, and induced Lord Charles 
" Somerset to adopt, has any colony or government presented 
u such a scene of confusion, iniquity, and malversation ? Upon 
" the answer of this query I will cheerfully stake my character 
and reputation. It can avail me now nothing ; but I look 
back with pride. I might also ask, if the result has been 
" beneficial to Lord Charles? I think not; on the contrary, 
" he has, since our separation, been persuaded to acts and 
" measures, which must, at no. distant period, cause his ruin. 
u The only person who has profited is Wilberforce Bird, who 
" was rewarded with the Assessorship ; * and with a second 
" situation, the Wine-tastership, for his son-in-law, Mr. Hare. 

." I conclude by saying, that you are at perfect liberty to 
" read or shew this explanation wherever, and to whomsoever 
" you may think proper. 

(Signed) " C. Bird." 






The preceding extract was taken from the close of the letter. 
Below will be seen an extract from the same letter, respecting 
Mr. William Parker. 

* To the Court of Appeal, being at the same time Comptroller of the 
Customs. Cases of Appeal on certain Custom House questions occasionally 
came before the Governor into that very Court, of which W. Bird Was ap- 
pointed Assessor j all was of a piece ! — R. S. D. 
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1 re-publish from the newspapers a letter I addressed last 
week to Lord Caledoh, on the subject of Colonel Bird, late 
Secretary at the Cape of Good Hope. 

I am induced to do this, partly to give that letter a more 
extensive circulation, in justice to Colonel Bird, and partly as 
an introduction to an extract from a letter from Colonel Bird 
to me, which will throw some light on my letter to Lord 
Caledon, which, although plainly, and I hope intelligibly, 
written, as to its mam object, yet still requires a short com. 
mentary on one part of it, (Mr. Buissinne's case,) which the 
extract I give will afford. 

Subjoined are also some explanatory notices relative to Mr.' 
W. Parker, and his complaints against the Colonial Govern- 
ment in general, and of Colonel Bird in particular. 



" Park-street, Grosvenor-square, March 28, 1827. 
u MY LORD, 

" I shall make no apology for thus addressing you 
u without your leave. Your honourable and most useful admi- 
" nistration of the Government of the Cape of Good Hope* 
" makes you public property whenever the affairs of that Colony 
" come under discussion, and I will say here, that during the 
" two years I held the Government of the Cape, I was in tie 
" constant habit of hearing your name mentioned with a 
" respect, affection, and gratitude, which must, as long as 
" these feelings last, (and, I believe, they are still unim- 
u paired,) identify you with the happiest and brightest dajs 
" of that interesting part of our colonial possessions, and 
" with the best affections of all its inhabitants. 

" I am induced to take this mode of addressing your Lord* 
'< ship, from the petition which I have presented to the House 
" of Commons against an undue return for Stockbridge, not 
64 coming on for consideration until May, when, should I suc- 
" ceed, it will be too late to raise my humble voice in that 
" House in connexion with what your Lordship is stated to 
" have said last night in behalf of a most honest, faithful, 
«' and industrious public servant, Colonel Bird, late Secretary 
" to the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, and whose name, 



106 

'* I see by the papers, has been braught before the House of 
" Lords, in a petition presented from Mr. William Parker. 

" The first act of justice I owe to Colonel Bird is to declare 
" in the most unqualified terms, that whatever may have be- 
"fallen Mr. William Parker at the -Cape was my doing a&4 
" mine only. 

" Colonel Bird never, either directly or indirectly, showed 
" or expressed the slightest hostility towards Mr. William 
" Packer, and, I hope I need hardly add* that I myself never 
" could have had any such feelings towards a person I never 
" saw but once, and who, in that interview, expressed himself 
" as quite satisfied with the explanation J then gave hijn, as to 
" my powers and instructions touching the Settlers. But it 
" was the fashion just about the time that I was leaving the 
" Cape — and that fashion has not declined since — for certain 
persons to heap on Colonel Bird every species of odium ; and 
this sort of persecution, wherever originating, has terminated, 
if not as a direct consequence, at least as a result, in the 
ruin of that meritorious public servant. 

I feel .myself called upon further to state, in favour of 
" Colonel Bird, that for the first twelve months that I held the 
" Government of the Cape, I jiever knew nor suspected that 
" he was a Roman Catholic \ for he never, in any shape or way, 
" evinced his partiality for persons of that persuasion, nor did 
" he ever shew either hostility or intolerance towards any one 
" of the Established Church, or of the numerous se,cts which 
inhabited Cape Town. 

" But Colonel Bird has been accused of exercising a baleful 
influence over me, and of having held me in trammels which 
" he loosened only when he wanted to direct my Power to serve 
" his own ends. Those who know me at all will not wonder 
" that I never condescended to contradict such a fable as this. 
" Those who know me are well aware too, that it is not easy to 
" put me in trammels or to hoodwink me. But Colonel Bird 
" has declared-^-and I suppose he .knows best — that he never 
" had less influence, perhaps never so little, under. any Gover- 
" nor as under me. J have held high military situations from 
" a very, early age, — 1 .have always bqen in the ha,bit of .dohgg 
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" my own business,— and when I found myself at the head of 
" a Civil Government, I pursued my old independence, and 
" acted for myself, taking for my guides honesty and good 
"intentions. 

"With Colonel Bird I was never in habits of intimacy— -there 
" Was no strong private friendship hetween us— we were united 
" only by our official relations, and acted together without dif- 
" ficulty or collision, because we Were actuated by a common 
" principle— an anxious desire to carry on the Government of 
"the Colony for the benefit of the inhabitants and of the empire 

a 

" at large— and because we were neither of us in pursuit of any 
" interests or views of our own* 

" But, as I have said before, it was the fashion to load 
" Colonel Bird with every thing ; amongst others, with the sin 
" of a small salary of about 50/. per annum I gave to the Roman 
Catholic Priest at the Cape. This act of my government I 
am prepared to justify, if ever called on to do so ; but, 
whether right or wrong, it was my act, and Colonel Bird 
" received my orders to make out the usual warrants, without 
" uttering a single remark on the matter from first to last. 

" Again, the strongest invectives have been lavished on 
" Colonel Bird, for having induced, nay, forced me to appoint 
his brother-in-law, Mr. Buissinne, to the high office of Receiver 
u General of Revenue, when I ought to have known that he was 
" unfit for that office ; and, in fact, this Mr. Buissinn6 did 
become a public defaulter afterwards to a large Amount, was 
put in jail, and subsequently banished. But Colonel Bird 
" never dreamt of this appointment till I put my orders for it 
" into his hand at the Government House, when indeed he did 
" show something like an opinion of his own, for his counte- 
" nance betrayed at once surprise and disapprobation ; but, as 
" 1 never admitted of discussion when I had once determined, I 
" proceeded to other business, and so prevented him from speak* 
" ing on that subject. Now, this appointment of mine may have 
" been a good or a bad one, but the act was mine wholly, and 
" not Colonel Bird's. 

" The manner was this :— When I appointed Mr. Buissianfe 
" I had never seen him but once, and that was at my fiat levee, 
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" with all the other public functionaries, he being a member of 
" the Chief Court of Justice, where he had been placed by Lord 
" Charles Somerset ; and the plain truth is, that I appointed 
Mr. Buissinne to the Receiver Generalship solely in conse- 
quence of a strong written recommendation in his behalf, 
" given to me by Lord Charles Somerset, and which is now on 
" my table before me* 

" In this way has Colonel Bird been vilified and misrepre- 
" sented — under assaults like these he appears la have fallen . 
" He is ruined — but he bears his ruin with fortitude. He has 
" lost the office which he so honestly filled for many years — but 
" he consoles himself with looking back on the honourable and 
" pure manner in which he discharged his duties in that office. 
" His hands are clean, and he can show them without a blush. 
" He has made enemies, but most of them have been created by 
" Colonel Bird's undeviating pursuit of the straight path, and, 
perhaps, by a too uncompromising expression of his own 
straight-forward opinions. 
" Should I succeed in establishing my seat in the House of 
" Commons, Colonel Bird shall not want a defender there when- 
ever he may be attacked. In the mean time I cannot, nor do 
I wish to refuse to him my humble testimonial in his favour, 
" although I am obliged to have recourse to a mode of conrrau- 
" nication I had rather have avoided, could I have done Colonel 
" Bird public justice by any other means. 

t€ I have the honour to be, 
" My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's most obedient humble Servant, 

" R. S. Donkin." 

" To the Earl of Caledon." 

I now come to the commentary — Colonel Bird writes to me 
as follows, under date, Cape Town, Oct. 31, 1823 : — 

(Extract).—" I have just learnt that Lord Charles is im- 
" puting great blame to me for Mr. Buissinne's appointment 
" and that it is shameful thai I, knowing his extravagance* 
" should have recommended him to you for such a situation # 
" i should be sorry to be so false as to deny the interest I have 
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" tlwajrs taken in Buisinn6, but T never disguised that I ffaff 
" aware of his extravagance from Lord Charles or you.* 

" I could not — I did not foresee how far he would forget 
" himself, and what he owed to me — but, after this acknow- 
u ledgment, I beg to add, that Lord Charles Somerset recom- 
" mended Mr. Buissinn6 to you himself, and expressed his 
" wish that something might be done for him, which you scru- 
" pulously attended to on the vacancy, as you had invariably 
a acted upon every recommendation given into you by Lord 
" Charles Somerset. t The truth is, Lord Charles Somerset did 
u not recommend Buissinn6 to you out of any good will to me, 
u but because BuissinnS being greatly indebted to him, 
" (26,000 rix dollars,) he wished him to have some lucrative 
" situation which might enable him to discharge that debt — 
" And it is not improper here to state farther, that this debt 
" was transferred by Mr. Proctor to Lord Charles, and arose 
" out of an imprudent speculation in horses, which BuissinnS 
" was induced to enter into, the stallions and most of the mares 
" having been furnished by his Lordship to this concern — Buis- 
" sinn6's horse speculation J was a total loss to him of prin- 

" cipal and interest ! " 

. ■ ■ , . . . , — - . . ,i 

* Had I not stopped Colonel Bird's mouth in the way I have described 
in my Letter to Lord Caledon, in all probability he would, when I or- 
dered Colonel Bird to Gazette him for the appointment, have then told me 
of Buissinn6's extravagance— of which I had then heard nothing. I was 
wholly ignorant of Mr. Buissinn6's character ; and I pinned my faith on Lord C. 
Somerset's knowledge of his fitness for the situation, and on his recommendation 
solely I made the appointment. Had I known any thing of the 26,000 rix 
dollars mentioned by Colonel Bird, I never should have appointed him. 

it. S. D. 

t Yes, I certainly did ; and Colonel Bird, in one of his communications to 
the Commissioners says, that the most defective, and least defensible part of my 
administration was my too close and too scrupulous adherence to the recom- 
mendations with which Lord Charles Somerset had saddled me ; but I started 
on a principle of courtesy and good-will towards him, and declared, when he 
sailed, that neither his sons, nor his friends, should feel his absence. — R. S. D. 

| I have the details of this transaction in my possession ; but, as I have to 
deal with Lord C. Somerset's public conduct alone, I will not here, and I hope 
I have not elsewhere, throughout these pages, made, myself, the slightest allu- 
sion to transactions in horse-dealing, or allowed a single expression of person- 
ality to fall from my pen. — R. S. D. * 
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So then, after all my boasting in my letter to Lord Caledon, 
that it was u not easy to put me in trammels, and to hood-wink 
" me," here have I been made .a catVpaw of at last ; and I am 
here " writing myself down " as such, before the public ! 

I shall just add here, that I rather imagine the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies will find in his Office a distinct and 
formal complaint against Colonel Bird, for " hood-winking" 
and " trammelling " me on this occasion of Buissinae'a ap- 
pointment, with some edifying observations on the mischiefs 
arising out of the Government falling into the hands of so weak 
^tnd inefficient a person as myself. I do. not think, however, 
that any body will accuse me of want of efficiency here, after 
producing -such a pamphlet as this. 

Jks my letter to Lord Caledon had its origin in a petition 
from Mr. W. Barker, it may not be improper here to say .) few 
words on that person. I will despatch what I have to say in 
regard to myself, as concerns him, in a very few words. It 
was my wish, my duty, and my interest, to forward all his 
views, as far as I could, at the Cape; it was my interest, for 
the more satisfied the Settlers were with me, the more credit- 
able would my Administration be ; and every complaint against 
me to the Secretary of State, would, until refuted — and it is 
not always easy to refute accusations boldly advanced— cause a 
diminution of the good opinion of his Lordship pro tanto. 
Towards Mr. W. Parker I certainly never felt the slightest 
ill-will; nor do I feel any at this, hour. 

I will begin here by inserting a letter I felt myself called 
upon to write to Sir Benjamin Bloomfield, at that time in his 
Majesty's Household. 

" Government House, Cape of Good Hope, July 20, 1820. 
" SIR, 

" I take the liberty of addressing you on the subject 

" of a Mr. W. Parker, a Settler lately arrived here, who has 

« been very pressing in his demands on this Government, and 

« who has brought forward the name of his Majesty, stating, 

" in pretty strong terms, that any attention shewn to him would 

" be agreeable to the King ; and, by inference, from the tenor 
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** df Mr. Parker's letters, that any neglect of his applications 
u Would be displeasing to his Majesty. 

" I trust that it is not necessary for tne to say, that the 
* slightest intimation respecting Mr. Parker, in the name of 
" the King, Coming to me through any sort of accredited 
" channel, would have been immediately attended to by me, 
" with that dutiful respect which I owe to any intimation 
" Coming from my Sovereign ; but in the absence of every soft 
" of communication frota England respecting Mr. W. Parker, 
" except from himself, I hope ft is not too much for me to 
" pause on what Mr. Parker advances, particularly when it is 
V coupled with the extraordinary requests that I would, in one 
" instance, displace a Magistrate (a Deputy Landdrost) from 
" his office, and put Mr. Parker in his room ; and in another, 
u thj^yl would niake an arrangement in his favour, which would. 
« <*«* this Colony full 5000/. 

" It is true that Mr. Parker has forwarded to me a note from 
" Lord Ennismore to him, and one from you to Lord Ennlsmore, 
" the latter expressive of the Prince Regent's acknowledgment 
" of a communication^ from Lord Ennismore; but in as far as 
" it regards Mr. Parker, I can discover nothing more in your 
" note to Lord Ennismore about him, than that general ex- 
" pression of benevolence and graciousness, and that attention 
" to private feeling, which have so peculiarly accompanied his 
" Majesty through life. 

'* My object in troubling you thus, is to guard against any 
•' misrepresentations of Mr. Parker, and to solicit your good 
" offices, should they be required, to assure the King of my most 
" dutiful respect in all cases in which I may be honoured with 
" any notification of his Royal pleasure. 

" I have the honour, &c. 
(Signed) " R. S. Donetn." 

I will pass over all the harrassing correspondence between 
Mr. W. Parker and the Colonial Government ; and proceed to 
say, that immediately on Lord Charles Somerset's arrival, he 
was received at the Government House as an injured man ; and 
his memorials, and in particular a letter to the King, were 
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Corrected by the Governor himself — of this I hare proof ready, 
whenever called for. But his days of favour seem not to have 
been of very long duration, and the Governor determined to 
send him to England, to enlighten the Colonial Office on the 
oppressive and indefensible measures pursued towards him by 
Colonel Bird and myself. 

I have no fault to find with a Governor abroad, for sending 
an agent to England to represent him as his friend and con- 
fidant; nor have I the least reason to find fault with the choice 
made on the present occasion, which was quite a matter of 
taste, and with which I have no concern; but I have some 
concern with, and I do find fault with, Lord Charles Somerset's 
sending Mr. W. Parker to England as his own personal envoye, 
at the public expense ; and I here subjoin what it cost the 
public to convey Mr. W. Parker from the shores of Southern 
Africa to Downing-street. 

Bix Dollars. 
Mr. Parker had bought, at a public auction, amidst 

a fair competition, the estate called the " Govern- 

" ment Post," for 13,333 

But when it became desirable to send him to England, 

it was necessary to take this Government Farm off 

Mr. Parker's hands, and Lord Charles Somerset 

cancelled the sale, and ordered the estate to be put 

up to auction again, when it fetched only - - 6,666 



Which caused a loss to Government of - - - 6,667 

The interest due from Mr. Parker, and the transfer 
dues, a source of Colonial revenue, were given up to 
Mr. W. Parker, to smooth his departure, by which 
the Colony lost ------ l,COO 

The Colonial Bank was ordered .to make him an 

advance of-- - - - - - 3,000 

And 250/. was paid him out of the military chest, as 
passage money, with which chest I never could com- 
prehend Mr. W.Parker's connexion or sympathy. 

This 250/. may be taken at - - - - - 3,000 



Making a total of - 14,157 
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. Which, at the then rate of exchange, amounted to about 1300/. 
sterling, a larger sum than is allowed, I believe, to convey, a 
Commander-in-Chief to Bengal. 

i > If it be contended that Mr. Parker had had a hard bargain 
at the sale, there are two answers ready— one of reasoning, and 
' the other of fact. The first is, that Mr. Parker bought the 
land with his eyes open, at public auction^ with all the circum- 
stances before him, and after a long residence not far from 
- the spot If therefore a public Government sale of this sort 
is to be annulled, and, for a man too who most assuredly had 
no claim whatever on the Government, no Government sale can 
ever hereafter be considered as closed or secure. 

But, to come to my fact ; it was not a hard bargain, for 
the representative of Mr. Colebrooke, a gentleman of fortune, 

' - was the next bidder to Mr. Parker, and was very near him in 
his bidding, and by universal opinion the property was worth the 
money ; but after being a considerable time in Mr. Parker's 

j hands, where it was much neglected and deteriorated in every 
way, and the Colony having in the mean while fallen into much 

. pecuniary distress, (this was after Lord Charles Somerset's return 

. to the Cape,) the second sale brought only the very moderate 
sum I have cited. Some of the details of this transaction are 
entered into by Mr. D'Escury, in his paper before the Commis- 
sioners marked No. 8. 

But to return te the military chest. I have just laid my 
hands on the document authorising the payment of the said 

• 250/. which I see amounted to rix dollars 3502 4 2£ ; so that 

: Mr .Parker's voyage to England is more expensive by about 45/. 
than I have calculated it at. 

This document is addressed to " R. Rogerson, Esq. Asst. 

. " Commissary General," by " G. J. Rogers, Military Secretary," 
in the name of the Commander of the Forces, and is counter- 

. signed by " Wm. Hayward, Commissary of Accounts." 

I see on the face of it that the plea taken for the issue is, 
" on account of rations issued to other Settlers, but which Mr. 
" Parker never drew !" As I have only just found this paper, 

. I have looked more than once at it, to be quite sure that I have 
made no mistake on this point. However, the writing is plain, 

H 
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and on this pie* of r&tfoea 1 have some important remarks to 
make. 

1st. Rations were not issued to Mr. W. Parker, for reassni 
of which I made a detailed and full report to the Secretary of 
State, and which I have a right to suppose were satisfactory, 
since no remark to the contrary has ever teen made to me. 

2dly. If * back rations,* 9 as they are technically called in 
the Army, were to be paid for at alt, they ought to have been 
paid to Mr. Parker and hie party, who had the same right to 
any thing of this sort as he had, and, not to hint alone, at the 
moment of his departure ; hut this money was paid to him 
alone, and as passage money. 

3dly. 1 believe that there exists to this day a peremptory 
order from the Treasury not to issue or pay for" back rations*' 
to any officer or soldier, and on the following simple and rea- 
sonable grounds. The ration is issued, that the man shall 
not perish, or be unequal to his duties for want qf food, 
whieh food his own providence and exertions would not always 
&nd for him. Let us suppose this ration to consist of 1 lb. of 
meat and 1 lb. of bread, and a man to have failed, from what- 
ever cause, to draw it for 100 days, and he then demands pay- 
ment—what does the Treasury say ? No — the ration has no 
« quantum valeat" in money, it must be consumed daily on the 
exigency ; but if a man goes 100 days without his rations, his 
coming himself to demand money for them, is proof that ho has 
»0t died of hunger, and he must be told that, although he may 
begin drawing rations to save him from prospective death by 
starvation, he cannot be paid for having been starved to death 
retrospectively. 

This is the philosophy of the Treasury, and in my humble 
apprehension it is very sound. However, Mr. W. Parker ap- 
pears to have got over all this, and many other considerations, 
and to have' dipped his hand into tfee military chest, and to 
have brought out to the amount of 260A 

It is time, however, to look at some of the events and circum- 
stances which preceded Mr. W. Parker's embarkation for 
England, which is thus detailed to me in a letter from the Cape 
at the time. 
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"- - - * tat Parker'a demands increased in proportion 
" as anxiety was evinced to get him out of the Colony," , . 

• The* came* the 4eta.il of the sum paid te get him away,4he 
\tm* ff£ which I have just goae through. 

The writer geeg on—** bat I doubt whether even this will 
'< fit* Wnp. He must have note. He ia too- deep in the tecreta 
" now, and it vlH net do te *£ead him. He knows that the trade 
« el botwdeaKag having slackened, In consequence of the 
« tears hemg all pained, the public has been made by the moat 
(t extraordinary means to supply the deficiency. He (Parker} 

* l*«ow that the old Orate Poet stallion, Orville, was trans* 
" ferred to the Somerset Farm Establishment, and paid fox at 
« thaenormoas stun of A$£0 ri|» dollar*, in order' to enable 
« G*ot* Post Farm to pay 7000 rix doHaw for Vanguard* one 
" of the new Uaportatioae ; and as this amount was insufficient 
" to cover the demand for that miserable animal, two bulls of 

* the Devonshire breed, (not worth 100 rix dollars each,) were 
u palmed upon the Somerset Farnf, andjtf r. Hartfs (the Ac- 
u comptant's) book stands charged with 1200 rix dollars for 
«* them ! 

u I must add, that neither of these bulls reached their desti- 

* nation ; one died at Port Elizabeth ; the other was killed on 
•* board the Locust. Mr. Parker also knows that his friend 
"Procter bought one of the new importations for OOWritf 
" dollars, and had the quit-rent of his farm reduced forthwith' 
" from fiOO rix dollars, at which it had been granted in per- 
petuity by Lord Bathnrsfs order?, to 206 1 rix dollars. 
Thus amply repaying Ftoetor for the sum he had laid down. 

* But were I to enumerate all the anecdotes of this sort, which 
" are here as public as the sun at noon-day, \ should indeed be 
"long before I had done. The above are faet#, which »a^ 
" be proved fronr public official documents; The amounts paid 
** and transferred are to be found in Mr. Klerek's account* of 
" the farms ; and the extant grant to Bfr. Proctor at (fee re- 
u duced quit-rent of 20a rix dollars, wilt speak for iteelf. 
<* Every body here blushes for the English character ; but alj 
'•* this is Mvdody'e business, and so we continue to lie under 
" national disgrace. A Frenchman, the Baron de RiehentenY, 
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" has just left this place, where he has picked up all these 
* anecdotes, and is gone away quite loaded/' 

This is followed by some facts and calculations to show that 
Proctor's quit-rent had not been fixed too high at 500 rix dol- 
lars ; but even if it had, it had been fixed by Lord Bathurst, 
and as this revenue belonged to the Crown, it could be alienated 
only under the authority of a minister of the Crown. 
' Mr. D'Escury, in an official paper printed in the letter, has 
already touched on some of these points. The writer of what 
I have just been quoting, is not Mr. D'Escury, but as he points 
out the very places where proofs may be had, it is of very 
little consequence who he is. 

I now give an extract from Colonel Bird's letter to me of 
the 4th of March, 1825, which he ends by authorizing me to 
shew it Or read it whensoever and to whomsoever I please. 

" The complaint, not charges, I was about to make to Lord 
" Bathurst, in September, 1822, related solely, and exclu- 
" sively, to the encouragement which had been given to Mr. 
" Parker, by which religious antipathies had been excited here, 
(€ never before known in this Colony,— feelings which were 
" fostered, and artfully expanded, with a view of exciting a 
" strong prejudice against me ; and, when the enthusiasm 
" began to subside here, Mr. Parker was sent to England at 
" the public expense, to endeavour to create a similar sensa- 
" tion there; as in fact he did. You know that this com- 
" plaint is neither < false,' * unsupported/ nor € exaggerated/ 
" I did not, however, think it right, or generous, to lay the com- 
" plaint before Lord Bathurst, without apprizing Lord Charles 
" that I should do so. I therefore informed Wilberforce Bird, 
" his confidential friend, and a person under considerable obli- 
" gations to myself, what I was preparing. He acquainted 
5< Lord Charles with the circumstance ; a great deal of irrita- 
a tion was the consequence : Wilberforce Bird represented to 
« me how injurious the measure might be to both parties, and 
" used every art to get me to withdraw the complaint, which 
" I consented to do, on receiving an assurance in writing 
" that Parker had not received countenance or support from 
*' him. This I knew to be false, but it was a written acknow- 
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" lodgment that support ought not to have been given to 
"him. 

** I did not retract or concede, but when the affair was 
" over, and I had received the written acknowledgment, I, at 
" Wilberforce Bird's request, wrote a civil note to Lorn 
" Charles, in which I said that I hoped the ' discussions * 
" would he erased from his memory. Now, this happened in 
" September, 1822, (dates are of great consequence here,) and 
" although I know that Lord Charles did every thing he could 
" to undermine me, both here and elsewhere, I am inclined to 
" think, indeed I know, that he made no complaints till No- 
"yember, 1823, when, I am told, he coupled me with Buis- 
" sinn6's case, and made his doleance at full length." 

I have one word more to say about Mr. W. Parker, and 
then I have done with him. 

The letter I received on Saturday last from Mr. Hay, was 
calling on me for an explanation why I had issued No. 37 of 
a General Order, directing all Kaffers who came into the 
Colony, whether armed or not, to be shot. 

As I had answered this very question three years before, I 
did not much like being thus called on again; but, as the 
inquiry is set on foot nominally by Mr. Parker, but in reality 
by somebody else, I shall here subjoin my answer to the 
inquiry, when first made by Mr. Wilmot Horton ; after the 
reading of which I trust and hope that no Member of either 
House will think it necessary to present any petition on that 
subject from Mr. William Parker. 



" SIR 



" 7, Haymarket, March 16, 1824. 



y 



" I have had the honour of receiving your letter of 
" yesterday's date, covering No. 37 of a Military Order, di- 
" recting Kaffers found over the boundary of the Colony of 
" the Cape of Good Hope to be shot, whether armed or not. 

" Of the Military Order, of which No. 37 is said to form a 
" part, I have no copy at hand ; but assumiug that it has been 
" correctly transcribed by the person who has called the notice 
" of Earl Bathurst to it, and, that it was issued by me, it 
" must have been advisedly issued, after I had had an inter- 
" view with the Kaffer Chief, Gaika, isYafcm \» \fc» ww#^ 
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u of a" neutral distinct betwtea the Kefekamiaa aad Ffcfe 
" Rivers. The result of our conference was, his saying that 
" he had n# objection <o, bat father wished its ocguplation,. 
% provided I did not place Colonists there in detached families,, 
' like the Boors in the Zirareveld, for that his Kaffers w*uM 
" infallibly phmder swell defenceless people, and that he had 
" no power to restrain thaw. 

" On this I adopted a series of measures in concert with start 
u Chief; one of them was the creation of a regulated trfeffie, 
« near a foxtiied barrack 1 had established on the Ftafe River, 
" by means of a fair ; another was, to civilize and eneoonage 
" the Kafer*, by ensuring their personal safety, as well at that 

of the ' Colonists, by forbidding indiaridaals on titter aide 

from passing the boundary ; and by preventing all communi- 
" cation, except atr stated times and places, under a proper 
" authority and safeguard. Out of this part of the arrange- 
" ment, No. 37 in all probability grew, for not only did Gaika 
u disavow his giving permission, but he declared himself un- 
" able to prevent Kaffers from crossing the boundary, on 
" various pretexts, which they had frequently done unarmed to 
" appearance, but accompanied by their wives, who were 
. " charged with the duty of hiding their husbands' arms in the 
" bushes, ready to be brought forth when a blow was to be 
" struck. Another, and a chief part of the arrangement, Was 
" the establishment of the fortified town of Fredericsburg on 
" the Beka, in the centre of the neutral territory, to cover the 
" town of Bathurst and all Lower Albany, which it effectually 
" did ; and to check Kaffer inroads, by its command of several 
" material passes and fords of rivers. 

" With all these arrangements, Gaika declared hfmself much 
" satisfied, and, in the figurative language of those people, he 
" said, ' Then, henceforth, the waters of the Beka, the Pish 
" ' River,' and several others he named/ will fall into the great 
" ' flood in peace, and unstained with blood. 9 In this temper 
" and feelings my regulations were framed. 

" I then asked Gaika how the Kaffers who passed the fron- 
" tiers were to be dealt with ? His answer was, ' Shoot them, 
" ( for I cannot restrain them ; and if you send them prisoners 
« ' to me, I dare not punish (hem/ 
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1 " The sftoW is the hkitovy of this part of my arrangement* 
f 4or preserving peace with the Kaffers, and ensuring safety 
f to the (Colony ; and I now bag leave to state the results of 
'{ my general system. 

* Daring my two years' administration of the Government, 
** there was no such .thing as Kaffer inroads? a»d, in regard to 
" No. 37> no Kaffers were shot under that order ; but my 
" administration was no sooner at an find, than all I had done 
u on the frontier was overthrown. Fredericsburg was ordered 
"to-be abandoned; my whole military system was changed ; 
" my arrangements for a regulated intercourse with the Kaf- 
« fers were done away with ; and since that time there has 
u been a succession of Kaffer inroads, murder .of the Settlers, 
" and plunder of their property. I state this, not in censure 
" of another, but to show that my system, under apparently 
u severe regulations, was humane in the result, and was car- 
" ried on without bloodshed ; while a contrary one has been all 
" along marked by great calamities to the new Colonists, and 
" lately by the slaughter of some unhappy Kaffers, in a skir- 
'.' nrish with the Cape cavalry. 

. " I beg leave now most respectfully to object to this No. 37 
" being taken by itself, disconnected with every thing before 
" and after it* and without advertence to the general tenor of 
" the whole. No. 37 was probably the winding up of a series 
" of conditional and cautionary provisions, made in concur- 
" rence with the Kaffer Chief; and I am sure that Earl 
" Bathurst will, in fairness to me, be pleased to take into 
" consideration the whole of the Military Order, of which No. 
" 87 is a part ; and in adverting to what I did on the fron- 
" tier, thai his Lordship will be satisfied that all my regula- 
" tions had for their objects the security of the persons and 
"property of his Majesty's subjects, and to prevent the effu- 
" sion of Kaffer blood ; and both these objects I effectually 
" accomplished. 

u I have the honour to be, &c. 

« R. S. Donkin." 

" To RobfW Wilmot Hortoo, E»q. M 
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I shall finish what I have to say about Mr. W. Parker at 
present, by subjoining an historical minute, which was drawn 
up at my desire, when I saw the line Mr. W. Parker was taking, 
in order that I might have it ready to meet his representations; 
and which details the events and principles under which Mr. 
W. Parker began his career in that Colony. 

" (Minute.) 

" His Excellency the Acting Governor having decided, pre- 
" vious to commencing this journey to the frontier District in 
" April last, not to confine the location of the Emigrants 
" expected from Europe, to the Albany District or Zuureveld 
" only, but to place parties in several eligible situations through- 
" out the Colony, his Excellency gave instructions for locating 
" the Settlers from, Cork, when they should arrive, in that 
" subdivision of the district of Tulbagh, on the west coast, 
« called Clan William. 

" This situation, the residence of a Deputy Landdrost, had 1 
" been very favourably spoken of to his Excellency, by a Mar 
" gistrate who had long resided there : well watered, it has the 
" Oliphants River running through it, which at a distance of 
" only twenty miles becomes navigable to the sea, where it is 
" supposed not to be obstructed by a bar, as the rivers of this 
" Colony mostly are. Mr. Buissinn6 therefore, Acting In- 
" spec tor of Lands, in the absence of Mr. D'Escury, was sent 
" thither to superintend the survey of the unoccupied Govern- 
" ment lands, and to make a general report on the capability 
" and circumstances of this district. Previous, however, to his 
" having completed these operations, but subsequently to Sir Rl 
" Donkin's departure for the frontier, the East Indian and 
" Fanny transports from Cork, arrived in Simons Bay ; Mr! 
« Parker, the head of the principal party, came to Cape Town', 
" and saw the Colonial Secretary, who informed him of the 
« destination of the Settlers under his direction : Mr. Parker 
" appeared disappointed ; he said, he had been assured he 
" should be allowed a choice of situation, and that he had 
" come out with the full persuasion that he should be settled 
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" at the Knysna ; Lieutenant-Colonel Bird informed him, that 
" the lands at the Knysna were private property, and that he 
" had no alternative hut to order the transports forthwith to 
" Saldanha Bay, where the Emigrants would he disembarked, 
" and where every preparation had been made for their sub- 
" sistence and conveyance to their ulterior destination. Mr. 
" Parker begged to go to the place of location by land, and to 
" join his party on their arrival at Saldanha Bay ; facilities 
" were afforded him for this object, and letters of introduction 
" to the Authorities at Clan William were given to him by the 
" Colonial Secretary. 

" In the mean time various complaints had been transmitted 
" to the Colonial Office, from persons attached to Mr. Parker's 
" party, against that gentleman : and he, on his part, com- 
" plained heavily of the conduct of many who had embarked 
" with him, particularly of the Chaplain, Mr. M'Cleland, Mr. 
" Woodcock, and Captain Seaton. As no cognizance could be 
u taken in the Colonial Courts of what had passed at sea, it 
" could only be recommended to each party to forget or stifle 
" their animosities or wrongs, and join heartily in the endeavours 
" for which they had left their country, as without unanimity, 
" they were told, success could not be anticipated. It appeared; 
" however, that such was the disorganized state of this party; 
" that no good could be expected from it ; and, in transmitting 
" the statements of each side to the Governor, who was absent 
" on the frontier, locating the Settlers in Albany, the Colonial 
" Secretary gave his opinion, that these Settlers would not 
" answer the expectations formed of them. 

*' Mr. Parker, according to the intention above alluded to; 
" proceeded to Clan William, and met the transports, East 
" Indian and Fanny, at Saldanha Bay, where the Landdrost 
" of the Cape District, to whom had been entrusted all the 
" arrangements for the transport and maintenance of the several 
u parties, awaited him. The parties under Messrs. In gram, Synnot; 
" and Butler, set out for their destination in the most orderly 
" manner, and in good spirits ; Mr. Parker informed the 
" landdrost, that he might dismiss the waggons collected for 
" his party, as he was determined not to proceed so far from the 
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* sea store ; that his views were coaraeveial, not agribuHanal ; 

* and that the titration and soil of €la* William ware not 
*f calculated far hia purposes ia any degree* 

, " As it was very onevoas and ittconvenieat to Mm kkhahetaitfts 
<* (it being the ploughing season) to remaia with their waggons 
" any indefinite or aaseeetsaiy time, the Landdroat did diflsaiss 
f the farmers, whose waggons and teams had been impressed 
¥ lor thfe service, and he reported the circumstances in which 
a he was placed, to the Colonial Secretary. 
' u Meanwhile Mr. Buftssisrae's report reached the Colonial 
" Office, and from the plan which he had caused to be framed, 

* the Colonial Secretary ordered the location of the several 
v partses ia the same meaner as had been practised for those 
iC seat to Zaureveld, assigning to Mr. Parker'* party the well 

* watered loan place, the Kleine Valley. 

" Mr, Parker had written to the Coloaial Secretary to the 
u same effect as he had eommanieated to the Land dreet, stating 

* that it would better suit his views to be settled at 8aid*ah& 
"Bay, where he proposed to build a town, to be ealied New 
¥ Cork, and suggesting that the Colonial Govenuafeot might 
" afford him the means of purchasing Mr. Wataey's rights at 
" that place. Mr. Wataey, it was understood, asked 5000/. 
" sterling for the ground claimed by him there— Liettteaaat- 
u Colonel Bird answered, that his uftstructieasdid not allow him 
" to entertain these poiate, and that, therefore, he had given 
« directions fa the transport Boot Indianlo proceed, without 
"delay, to Algoa Boy, where Mr. Parker's petty would be 
" located with the great mass of Settler % in the Zuurevedd. 
'< Upon receipt of this eommimieation 9 Mr. Parker changed 
u his mind, and legged to be furnished with the means of 
" going to Clan William, to which the Landdrost (aetwith- 
" standing the inconvenience) having assented, the party sot 
f forward, and took possession of the location assigned to them ; 
" Mr. Parker, family, aad servants, remaking m Mr. Wataey's 
" hoaae at Saldaaha Bay. 

> " When his Excellency, the Acting Governor, returned to 
« Cape Tows, Mr. Parker caase to him, and represented the 
" inadequacy of the Klein Valley for his party, w cenoequeaoe 
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M - ef the badness of great part of the soil ; Sir IWaae Dookia 
"-asked him, how much good bad he admitted it to -contain I 
" To whieh he replied* not more than 1700 morgan* or MM 
" acres. Sir Rufane said, « Well, I will take your estimate, 
u * without further inquiry, and you shall receive it only as thai 
u * quantity ; and the difference between that quantity and what 

* your numbers are entitled to, shall be made up to yea in 

* adjacent lands ;' directions to which effect were immediately 
" given. Mr. Parker represented, at the same time, that his 
-"-own view* would be frustrated by going to Clan William, end 
" begged that he might be allowed a spot to erect stores on at 
« Saldanha Bay. This was also immediately directed by the 
u Acting Governor, and fear aofes allotted for Hie purpose, in 
" a situation approved by his Excellency, on inspection of a 
" plan of the Bay, so as not to interfere with private property, 
u or with those sites which it has been deemed necessary to 
** p r e ser v e for the use of the public. 

* Great discontent and disunion stiU prevailing in Mr. Pai- 
" ber's party, which dissatisfaction had been increased by Mr. 
" Packer's having refused to take, tents or tools for their use 

* fnsm the Commissariat, the latter, because it interfered with 
u m retail he was endeavouring to push, of tools he had pur- 
-" ehased at the Town, at prices far greater than those charged 
** in the Commissariat List, his Excellency the Aeting Governor 
M proposed to remote as many Settler* as wished to leave Clan 

* WiHiajft, at the Colonial expense, to the Albany District, and 
" eighteen heads of families have availed themselves of this 
« offer, and have been located in the Zoureveld ; Mr. Parker 
" himself not having thought it advantageous to his interests to 
u remove to Albany, remained where he was. 

•"•It appears, therefore, that Mr. Parker had knowledge of 

* the site upon which he was to be located previous to the de- 
u tmrkation of his party (an advantage no other head of a 
** party bad enjoyed) v , that it was optional to him to have gone 

* to Clan William or the Zuureveld, in the first instamee, but 
( * that he preferred the former ; that at a subsequent period be 
-" declined to be so removed, although he stated his dissatisfac^ 

* lion with the lands assigned to him; that, according to his 
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adrnowledgment, there is more good land at the Kleine 
" VaDer (17W morgen) than the remains of his party is en- 
m tfcM t» ; vm!» moreover, he has received, beyond what he 
« was entitled to at Claa William, an eligible situation at Sal- 

« daaba Bay. 

" C. Bird." 

** QJauil Office, Cape of Good Hope, 
«• September 27, 1820." 

* 

I shall place here, together, several miscellaneous papers 
relative to the foundation and progress of Bathurst, Frederics- 
berg, and other matters connected with the Settlers, that some 
Idea may be formed of what was doing, what was actually done, 
and of what has been undone. The first thing I shall give, is 
the Cape Gazette account of the state of Bathurst on my 
second visit to it, when my arrangements and institutions had 
taken some root, and when the Settlers were looking forward 
to the realization of their hopes in the next year, but which 
unhappily they were doomed never to see ; and this shall be 
followed by a curious but very natural letter from the Agent, 
and Representative Precursor of General Campbell and his 
party, named Cypress Messer, in whom age, for he was near 
sixty at the time, had not damped any of that elasticity on 
which the dreams of Hope delight to dance. These smiling 
pictures would be as refreshing as the Oasis in the desert, after 
the stormy and desolate scenes we have been viewing, were it 
not for the reflection which instantly forces itself on the mind, 
that Bathurst and its inhabitants, with all their hopes and 
anticipations, were soon to be involved in the common ruin ! 

" Cape Town Gazette, Saturday, 23d June, 1821. 
" His Excellency Sir Rufane Donkin, having, during bis 
« stay at Graham's Town, insured the arrangements for the 
w future government of the Albany District, by the appointment 
« of Major Jones to the Civil and Military Command on the 
44 Eastern frontier, and by the selection of Messrs. Campbell 
" and Bowker, as Special Heemtaden ; he left that place on the 
44 *8th of May, for Major Pigot's location, where His Ex- 
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u cellency and suite were most cordially welcomed. Major Pigot, 
" no way dispirited by the misfortune of the last year's blight, 
" has been indefatigable in his agricultural exertions ; his fields 
" are beautifully enclosed and cultivated, his stock of black 
" cattle and sheep is extensive and select, and his garden is 
" admirably supplied with every description of vegetables, and 
" with all the numerous fruits with which the several parts of 
" the Colony abound. His house is not more than half finished, 
" but it will be spacious, substantial, and elegant. 
' " It was highly gratifying to His Excellency, not only to 
" have witnessed the progress made on this location ; but to have 
" found, that the best spirit prevails among the whole of the 
" Settlers, who are sanguine in the hopes of the ultimate success 
" of their undertaking, and indefatigable in their exertions ; 
« the greatest confidence has been kept alive among them, by 
* the unremitted attention of the general and local authorities 
" to their necessities. 

" Neat and beautiful cottages are fast spreading over the 
" surface of the picturesque district of Albany, and the town of 
" Batburet is rapidly increasing ; several excellent houses are 
" already finished, and many more in a state of great forward- 
a ness. The Drostdy House is nearly completed. Mr. Jarman 
" is building an inn, to be called ' The Bathurst Arms,' upon 
" a large and comfortable scale, and with the best prospect of 
" success. 

" His Excellency arrived at Bathurst on the 29th, where the 
" above-mentioned improvements forcibly struck him, and far 
" exceeded any thing he could have anticipated ; on the follow- 
" ing day His Excellency installed Major Jones in his office of 
" Landdrost. 

" The hopes of the new Colonists are strongly excited by the 
" prospect of the navigation of the Kowie River being found to 
" be practicable. 

" Captain Moresby, last year, had regretted his not having 
" the means of ascertaing fully the circumstances of this fine 
" basin ; but since that time, several officers of H. M. Naval 
"Service, now Settlers in Albany, among whom Lieutenant 
" Moodie and Mr. Dyason have stated it to be their decided 
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" opinion, that small coasters may eater into the river, with 
" facility and safety; and, therefore, that a water coawnmai- 
" cation from the ceatre of the locations, will, ia futnre, sn- 
" parsed* the heavy expense of land carriage to and from the 
" new Settlement. His Excellency went thither on the day 
" subseaaent to hie antral at Bathurst, and has directed the 
" Locust, with proper boats, to ascertain the point while be is 
" on the spot 

" The Locust left Table Bay prepared for tab survey ; and 
" has on hoard a Mfe-boat, and other boats, for the purpose 
« of effectually completing the survey of this interesting and 
« important river. 

u Many of the Settlers are very confident en theantgeet* and 
" one commercial gentleman, who was with Li eutena nt Hoodie 
u when he made his survey, has written to England Her a Etumber 
" hoat, (which is said to he the best description of boat for the 
" Kowie service,) for the purpose of commencing trading with~ 
<* out delay. 

« Property, in the whole of the Albany District, will greatly 
« increase in valno, if the navigation of the Kowie succeed. 
" firvea,* both at Graham's Town and Bathurst, continue to be 
" in great request ; six were sold at the latter place, on the 1st 
" of this month, at an average of 660 rix dollars per acre. 

" His Excellency the Governor received a depxttatian from the 
" Heads of Parties, and others, at Bathurst, on the 1st instant, 
« when an Address was presented to him, a eopy of which will 
* be found in this paper. On Sunday the 3d, His Excellency 
" attended divine service at Batharst, accompanied by Major 
u Jones, (fiamddrost,) and other functionaries, A considerable 
" number of Settlers, with the military at present quartered at 
" Batharst, attended on this occasion. The service wee per- 
" farmed by the Rev. Mr. Boardman* 

" This assemblage, and public homage to the Deity* in 
" a plane which a twelvemonth since wae a waste solitude, 
« frequented only by wild beasts, was very striking and affecthiff. 

«— — — ^ ' * " iiii | i ii mi » m mr^^mm m 

♦ Erf— in the Plural Erten— *re small tots of land for building and 
gafotais. 
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« THE ADDRESS. 

" To His Excellency Major General Sir Rufane Shawb 
" Donkin, K. C. B. Acting Governor and Commander 
" in Chief, &c. &c. &c. Cape of Good Hope. 

" We, the undersigned, Heads of Parties, and other British 
" Settlers in Albany, beg leave to address your Excellency, to 
" express our gratitude, for the liberal manner in which we 
" were provided and sent to this Colony, for the precautions 
" which were previously taken, and for the ample supply of 
" stores, of all sorts, which were furnished by the Government 
" at home, to ensure our success, and future stability on our 
" several locations. 

u We further beg leave to convey the expression of our 
" thanks to your Excellency, to the officers of this Government, 
" and to the local authorities here, for the zeal and kindness 
" with which the intentions of the Government at home have 
" been carried into effect, and for the constant care and attention 
" with which our wishes have been met, and our wants even 
" anticipated. 

" We feel it particularly incumbent on us, to acknowledge 
" our gratitude to your Excellency, for kindly continuing to us 
" the issue of rations, after the total failure, by blight, of 
" all our crops ; thereby assuring to us a subsistence, until 
" our endeavours, by the blessings of Providence, may procure 
" us such necessaries, as may render our situation easy and 
" independent. 

" In conclusion* we are cheered and encouraged by feeling 
" and knowing, that in transplanting ourselves to the shores of 
" Southern Africa, we have not been removed beyond the 
" fostering influence and protection of His Majesty's paternal 
" care and Government; and we hope your Excellency will 
" be pleased to convey those, pur sentiments, most dutifully to 
" our Sovereign, 

(Signed) " D. Campbell. 

" Geo. Pigot. 
" Alex. Biggar. 



(Signatures continued.) " Geo. Dyason. 
" D. P. Francis. 



" John Smith. 
" Henry Lloyd. 
" W. Boa rdm an. 
" Charles Hyman. 
" Edit. Ford. 
" Sam. James. 
" Arthur Barker. 
" W. Griffiths. 
" Alex. Bisset. 
" J. H. Greathead. 
" Tho. Phillips. 
" Miles BoWker. ■ 
" J. Richardson. 
' " W. Cdrrie. 
« W. Sraw. 
" Geo. Socthey. 
« W. Wait. 
" W. Holder. 
«D. O'Flinn, M.D. 
" Geo. Watson. 
" Tho. Hehson. 
" G. Anderson. 
" T. Mahony. 
" Sam. Bennet. 
" Geo roe Smith. 
" Jos. Rhodes, (Cock's Party.) 
" John Jarhan. 
" J, Centlivrb Chase. 
" Peter Campbell. 
" S. H. Bradshaw. 
" C. J. Thornhill. 
■' John Bailie. 
" Isaac Dyason." 
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LETTER FROM CYPRESS MESSER TO MR. JONES, CAPE TOWtf, 

" General Campbell's Location, 
" Albany, Jan. 28, 1821. 



" SIR 



> 



I received your letter sent by the Mary yesterday. 
" I have seat a letter to Mr. Lucas in Castle-street — I desired 
" him to inform yx>u of what I had said to him — I like this part 
" of the country very much — it is very pleasant, and capital 
'' Jan,d, an4 all things seem to thrive well ; it is like a gentle- 
" inan's garden, decorated with clumps of all sorts of flowering 
" shrubs, as if .they ha4 been regularly planted,* and all parts 
« covered with the finest grass, as high as your middle. I 
" never s#w in England sor much good land together : I have 
" pearjiy an acre of turnips, which is doing well. My vines 
" axe nearly all dead— -Whall want five or six thousand next 
" season,- as I intend to plan* a large vineyard, and some fig, 
" orange, and lemon .trees. 1 have plenty of melons, cucum- 
" bers, and pumpkins, which are conning forward very fast. J 
" have three huts complete, and a well that J sunk at the 
".Jop of the garden, which has plenty of excellent water. 
" 1 have jfelled sufficient timber to buil4 General Campbell's 
" house, and the men are digging atones for tjie walls. J 
" have made a large kraal for cattle ; all that have seen 
" it, say there is not its £cmai in the ^Colony. ,1 am sorry 
" our parties are not come ; I t{iU\k they would have been well 
" satisfied. Here is nothing wanted but a good stock of cattle 
" and industry. I wisji f. h,ad fflur or ftve hundred heads qf 
" cattle, a few quarters of corn, a,nd sufficient rations for one 
" year ; I would be better off than with ,5Q0Q/. sterling in Eng- 
" land. I have set fire to more than 500 acres of grass, to buija 
" it off the land for the young to spring up. , I see nothing of 



* This is not at all too poetical — the whole /ace of the country for several 
days' journey together often has the appearance of the most beautiful parts of 
the finest parks in England. — R. S. D. 

I 
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u the wild tribe but monkeys, and a few spring bucks. Near our 
" location we have a wood, I suppose two miles in length, where 
" I fell the timber. I have been in all parts of the wood, but 
" have not seen any snakes. About four miles off, in a wood 
" which I pass through on my way to Bathurst, are elephants, 
" buffaloes, and many other different sorts of animals. I have 
" not as yet met with any curiosities, having been very busy. 
" I believe I have made more progress than most of the Set- 
" tiers. When any more Settlers come out for me I intend to 
" form a town at the ' Riet-fountain River/ as that is a suitable 
" place, and the General will be a good distance from other in- 
" habitants, as it was his desire, and will have a very pleasant 
" place close to a wood, where I can with little trouble cut ave- 
" nues for him and his family to walk in the shade all day, and 
" will have the river running nearly all round his house. My 
" men have turned out as bad as I expected — they do not earn 
" 8d. each per day — they are too Szy to work. They go to 
" the magistrate at Bathurst, eleven miles distant from here, 
" who gives them encouragement, which causes me to go out 
" of my employ almost every week as well as they. They have 
" already lost fifty-one days at that fun ; they are in hopes 
" of getting off next week, as they have been offered two rix 
" dollars per day. They are getting on very fast with the Ma- 
" gistrate's House at Bathurst. I will be obliged to you tc 
" ask Captain Chissel for what strawberry roots he can spare, 
" and send them by the first conveyance. If Mr. Bowie is not 
" yet gone, he will have the goodness to bring them for me ; 
" and if he would likewise be so good as to bring a bushel 
€i or two of seed potatoes, for which I will pay him. Please 
" tell Rock to send me five or six thousand vine cuttings, with 
" a dozen of figs in sorts, and two dozen of orange and lemon 
" trees. 

" Your's, &c. 
(Signed) « Cypress Messer." 



131 

These pleasing hopes continued in force, as will be seen by 
the following, which was published in the English newspapers 
in May, 1822, from which I extract it. It will be observed 
that it was dated Dec. 3, 1821, that is, two days after Lord 
Charles Somerset landed, and at the very moment when he 
was planning, nay, had already begun the work of destruction, 
.which was so soon to sweep away all the towns, villages, and 
establishments, of which the writer speaks, and with them all 
the future hopes and actual prosperity on which this Settler 
so fondly dwells. At the moment of Lord Charles Somer- 
set's landing, I was looking with great anxiety for news from 
the Kowie about the Elizabeth, but the first intelligence I 
had of her success, was just after my arrival in England, from 
the newspapers, where I read the following : — 

" CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

, " The following is the copy of a letter from Hope, near 
" Bathurst, Cape of Good Hope, dated Dec. 3, 1821 : — 

" The opening for commerce is now better than ever for that 
" part of the country. The problem of the anchorage off the 
" Kowie River, and the entrance over the bar, were solved by 
" the Elizabeth schooner. She left Algoa Bay with a freight 
" principally for Government, anchored off the Kowie on the 
" evening of the 8th of November, rode safe and easy 
" through the night, although it blew fresh, and the next 
" day weighed anchor at half tide, and came over the bar 
" with her foretop-gallant-sail set, without shipping a sin- 
" gle spray. She discharged her cargo, and careened along- 
" side the shore as at a wharf. There is a vessel of fifty 
" tons register, which has been built at Cape Town, for the 
" purpose of coasting from thence into the Kowie and back. 
" Whenever it may please the Almighty to cause us to have 
" good crops, we shall be sure of sending our surplus, particu- 
" larly of butter, cheese, bacon, hams, salt, beef, and leather, 
" to Cape Town, and to the Mauritius. Pigs, that were very 

I 2 
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u scarce indeed amongst us, when we first arrived, begin now to 
" be pretty plentiful. The change effected in the appearance of 
" the country, since the arrival of the first settlers in April, 

* 1820, is wonderful. Algoa Bay, the town of Port Elizabeth, 
u where there were only two houses, boasts now of thirty and 
" upwards. Graham's Town consisted then of twenty-two 
u houses, now of sixty and upwards ; fifty more building lots 
" are granted and measured out, and must be built upon within 

* the twelvemonth, or forfeited. Bathurst has sprang from the 
" wilderness completely, and contains, built or building, between 
" forty and fifty houses, besides handsome barracks. Upwards 
" of seventy building lots, in all, have been granted or sold, 
" and must consequently be shortly built upon. Another town 
" is now forming on the right bank of the Kowie, not far front 
" the mouth, which will increase in ratio with the navigation of 
" that river, and the trade carried on. — Fredericsburg, across 
<' the Fish River, was only founded in June, 1821, and contains 
'" already twenty-six houses built, besides the barracks, and 
" nearly as many more building. All the towns which I have 
" now mentioned have been founded under the authority of Go- 
" vernment. Besides these, there are a number of very decent 
" villages, built by the different parties of Settlers. The Court 
" of Circuit sat at Bathurst in October, and the Dutch code of 
" laws, and manner of administering justice, so much depre- 
" cated by the Settlers, and for which they so much wished to 
" substitute Trial by Jury, and God knows what, was universally 
" pronounced to be strictly in equity, and devoid of all quibble ; 
" and if it had a fault, it was too lenient. I am sorry to say 
" rice and flour are at a most ruinous price : retail — rice 6d. 
" per lb. ; coarse flour (that is, with all the bran in it) 6rf. ; 
" fine flour, 9d. and lOd. ; potatoes (what few are ever brought 
" to market.) are ten to twelve and fourteen rix-dollars the 
« sack." , 

The next is my letter to the Landdrost of Albany, Major 
Jones, concerning the Kaffer Fair, with the Proclamation re- 
ferred to in that letter. 
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TO MAJOR JONES, LANDDROST AND COMMANDANT ON THK 

FRONTIER. 

" Government House, July 20, 182L. 
" SIR, 

" I am to call your attention to the Proclamation which 
" will appear in the Cape Gazette of to-morrow, regulating a Fair 
" to be held on the Keiskamma, for the purpose of establishing 
" and carrying on a closer intercourse witli the Kaffers, and 
" supplying their wants, as well as of creating a regular system 
" of barter with that people ; and you will be pleased in your 
" capacity of Commandant on the Frontier to give every military 
" aid, and make the necessary arrangements in regard to the 
" troops under your orders, for giving full effect to that Procla- 
mation, and the several objects to which it points. 

I have in a particular manner to warn you to take the 
strictest precautions against any surprise from the Rafters. 
" One essential measure will at once suggest itself to yqu, that 
" of causing the whole of the troops quartered in the fortified 
" barrack near the spot where the Fair will be held, to remain 
" closely within their walls during the whole time of the Fair, 
" keeping their gates locked, and being themselves constantly on 
" the alert. 

You will take as a personal escort for yourself, or the Ma- 
gistrate you may send, as well as for enforcing the general 
Civil Police of the Fair, (which of course, as Chief Civil 
" Magistrate on the Frontier, you will regulate in a proper and 
efficient manner,) such a number of additional troops with you 
as you may require, from Graham's Town, or Bathurst, or from 
" some of the neighbouring posts. 

" The greatest care must be taken to prevent the troops from 
" carrying spirits or wine with them in any quantity, which shall 
" enable them to intoxicate the Kaffers or themselves. I need 
" not dwell on the fatal effects which probably would result from 
" drunkenness at such a place and time. 

" There are a number of minor details, both civil and military, 
" which must be left to your discretion and judgment ; the 
general principle and object of which will be to inspire COn- 
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" fidcncc in the Kaffcrs, to administer regularly, and without 
" inconvenience, to their wants, and thus gradually to lead to the 
civilization of that barbarous race, and by consequence to the 
«' security of the frontier provinces of this Colony. 

Your personal attendance at the Fair whenever practicable, 
is of course very desirable ; but on this, the first occasion, it 
is indispensable. 

" I have the honour to be, Sir, 

" Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) " R. S. Donkin." 



" PROCLAMATION. 

By his Excellency Major General Sir Rufane Shawc 

" Donkin, Knight Commander of the most Honourable 

and Military Order of the Bath, Acting Governor and 

Commanding in Chief his Majesty's Forces at the Cape 

of Good Hope, &c. &c. &c. 

" Whereas the Landdrost of the Frontier District of Albany, 
" having, by my express desire, had an interview with the Kaffer 
" Chief Gaika, for the purpose of cementing the friendly rela- 
" tions which happily exist between the Kaffer people and the 
" Colony, it has been stipulated, among other things, that an 
" Annual Fair shall be held on the banks of the Keiskahamma 
" River, for the purpose of supplying the Kaffers with such 
articles as they have been in the habit of obtaining from the 
Colony, through the channel of Government ; but which they 
have not regularly procured since the period at which the distur- 
bances of the year 1818 broke out: — These> therefore, are to 
" give notice, that an Annual Fair will accordingly be held, under 
" the following Regulations, which shall be subject to su ch 
" alterations and modifications, as, from time to time, shall 
" appear to me, or to the Governor for the time being, to be 
" necessary, viz : — 

" 1. The Landdrost of Albany, after having arranged with 
" the Kaffer Chief Gaika, the spot on which a Fair is to be held, 
" for the object of supplying the Kaffcrs with such articles as 
" they may require, in barter for cattle, or the produce of the 
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" Kaffer country, is to give notice, within his District, and to the 
" Landdrosts of Uitenhage and Graaff Reynet, of the time fixed 
" for the intended Fair, which he will also arrange with the 
" Kaffer Chief. 

" 2. As in this first attempt to establish a regular traffic with 
" the Kaffer Nation, it will he essential to enforce the strictest 
" order, and it will he desirable, that the Landdrost of the District 
" shall attend in person, if possible ; or should he be prevented 
" from so doing, that he should depute one of the special Heem- 
" raden to superintend the regularity of the transaction. 

" 3. The Landdrost shall appoint a Clerk of the Market, who 
" shall take a regular account of the transactions of the Fair, 
" which shall be afterwards made public through the channel of 
u the Cape Gazette. 

u 4. It shall be the duty of the Superintending Magistrate to 
" annul all transactions at the Fair, which shall appear to him 
" not to be just towards the Kaffer people ; so that they may 
" be thereby secured an adequate compensation for such Cattle 
" or Produce, as they may bring for disposal. 

" 5. The Fair shall open one hour after sun-rise, and termi- 
" nate one hour before sunset : no transactions entered into out 
" of the hours of the Fair shall be considered legal. 

6. The Landdrost shall not permit any person from the 
Colony to attend the Fair, who have not articles to dispose of: 
it being of the greatest importance to public peace and secu- 
rity, that all crowding shall be prevented. The Landdrost, 
" or Superintending Magistrate, will, therefore, use the most 
" summary means to send away such persons, as are above 
" described. 

" The Landdrost, or Superintending Magistrate, shall also 
" make arrangements with the Kaffer Chief, in order to obviate 
" the consequences which might ensue from the Kaffers crowding 
" upon the Colonial Venders, and thereby exposing their property 
" to the plunder of the Kaffers. 

" 7. The Landdrost, or Superintending Magistrate, shall be 
" careful to be attended by as many interpreters as he can 
" conveniently collect, for facilitating the intercourse of all 
" concerned. The Landdrost will also require the presence, 
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u during the Fair, of Mr. firownlee, the Colonial Agent in 
" Kaffraria. 

" 8. The Landdrost shall stipulate with the fotffer Chief 
" Gaika, that the Kaffers shall attend the Fair unarmed ; — 
" and it will also he desirable, that the Kaffer Chief permit 
" such Kaffers only to attend, as may have Cattle or Produce 
" to dispose of. 

" 9. The disposal of Spirits, Wines, Beers, or other 
" Liquors, whether by Sale, Barter, or Gift, is peremp- 
" torily forbidden ; — and should the Landdrost discover any 
* r such to have been brought to the Fair, (unless for the imme- 
" diate want of those persons who may be in possession of them,) 
" he is hereby authorised and directed to seize and spill the 
" same, and to inflict such summary punishment on the bringer 
" or distributor, (including corporal punishment,) as shall to 
" him appear equitable. The consequence of intoxicating the 
" Savages, or any proportion of them, might, and probably would, 
" prove fatal to the best interests of the Settlenient. 

" 10. It is, in like manner, most strictly forbidden, to take to 
" the Fair, for Sale or Barter, or to Exchange, or give away 
" there, any Fire Arms or Ammunition. Any person offending 
u against this Regulation shall be punished by the Superintend- 
" ing Magistrate, as in the cases alluded to in the last article. 
" And all Fire Arms, or Ammunition, found in the possession of 
" persons attending the Fair, unless the same be bona fide for the 
" immediate use of the person who shall have such in possession, 
" shall be seized and sold, for the benefit of the Treasury of the 

Albany District. 

1 1. The Landdrost, or Superintending Magistrate, is hereby 
" authorised and directed, to use the most stfttiinary riieans in 

keeping the peace ; and is empowered to arrest, and send 
** away in custody, any person who shall not demean himself 
" with due order. It is most urgently recommended to the 
" inhabitants who may attend the Fair, to be as courteous and 
ft kind to the Kaffers as possible, in order to inspire them with 
" that confidence which is requisite to ihsttre a continuance of 
" friendly intercourse with these people. 

" J 2. The Landdrost of the Albany District is also hereby 
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" empowered to make such further Local Regulations, as shall 
" appear to him to be necessary, to give full effect to my intea- 
" tions in this regard ; — and he will, in his capacity of Command- 
" ant of the troops on the frontier, take such precautions as 
" will be pointed out to him through the military channel, to 
" obviate any inconvenience which might arise, from accidents 
'' unforeseen at the present moment. 

" And that no person may plead ignorance hereof, this shall 
" be published and affixed as usual. 

« GOD SAVE THE KING ! 

" Given under my Hand and Seal, at the Cape of Good Hope, 

" this 20th day of July, 1821. 

(Signed) " R. S. Donkin. 

" By His Excellency's Command, 

(Signed) " C. Bird, Sec." 

Connected with the above measures was the following, as 
noticed in the Cape Gazette of June 30, 1821. 

" His Excellency, the acting Governor, left Graham's Town 
" for Graaff Reynet, on Friday, the 15th instant. 

" Previous to his Excellency's departure from Graham's Town, 
" arrangements had been made for a new Settlement, on the 
" banks of the River Beka, between the Great Fish and Keiska- 
" hamma Rivers; — the Settlers to be located on this spot, consist 
" of officers and men of the late Royal African corps, who are 
" to obtain grants, under particular regulations, suitable to so 
" advanced and exposed a situation ;— they will, of course, be 
" provided with arms and ammunition ; and, from their strength 
" and position, will contribute to cover from wandering Kaffere 
" all the locations between the Kaffer Drift Post anc( the sea. 

" The new Settlement will, at first, contain 120 persons ; and 
" his Excellency has directed the Town they are about to found, 
" in this advanced part of the District of Albany, to be called 
" Fredericsburg, in honour of his Royal Highness the Duke 
"op York and Albany." 

Before I quit the subject of the Settlers and the frontier, I 
will add two extracts from two memorials addressed to me from 
two parties of Settlers, (I had many more, but they are mislaid,) 
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which I adduce as farther proofs of the loyalty and gratitude of 
those poor people. 

" Extract from a Memorial from certain Settlers, who left 

" England under the superin tendance of Messrs. Morgan 

" Leversage, Purvey, and Howard, to his Excellency 

" Major-General Sir Rufane Shawe Donkins, K. C. B. 

" acting Governor and Commander-in-Chief of his 

" Majesty's Forces at the Cape of Good Hope, &c. &c. 

" dated Salem Hill, near Graham's Town, October 14, 

« 1821. 

" That your Excellency's Memorialists are perfectly satisfied 

" with their respective locations, the climate of the country, and 

" its general appearance ; and they will ever feel the most 

" genuine gratitude to his Majesty's Government, for the kind 

" and liberal provision which was made for them during their 

1 voyage to this Colony, and since their arrival." 

Signed by twenty-eight individuals. 

" Extract from a Memorial from certain Settlers in Mr. 
" Sephtan's party, actually resident on their location. 
" To his Excellency Major-General Sir Rufane Shawe 
" Donkin, If. C. B. acting Governor and Commander-in- 
" Chief of his Majesty's Forces at the Cape of Good 
" Hope, &c. &c. &c. 
" On the contrary, they beg leave to express their gratitude 
t( for the noble generosity displayed by his Majesty's Govern- 
" ment towards them, since the time of their leaving the shores 
" of Britain ; and in particular for all the condescending per- 
" sonal exertions of your Excellency in behalf of the Settlers 
" generally, for all which your Memorialists, as in duty bound, 
" will ever pray." 

Signed by forty-three individuals. 

The great and unexpected length to which this paper has 
gone, and the weariness I feel after five days' application to so 
ungracious a subject, oblige me to leave off and to reject several 
important and curious pieces of information, conveyed by Mr. 
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D'Escury to his Majesty's Commissioners, and which he tells me 
had well nigh involved him in serious difficulties ; hut he seems 
to have escaped at the end of a very long and arduous examina- 
tion, (a great deal of it in the presence of one of the Governor's 
aides-de-camp, on which he remonstrated,) with an admonition 
to he more cautious in future. I have omitted also a number of 
other documents which I had laid out for insertion in this pub- 
lication. 

I will, therefore, only add some extracts from letters from 
myself to several friends and others, written at different times 
and under different circumstances, since I came to England, but 
all, I trust and believe, consistent and steady to one leading 
declaration, which I have made again and again — namely, that 
I never have been — and that I am not now actuated by any sort 
of feeling of hostility or personal acrimony in any thing I have 
ever before said or written, or in what I am now writing on the 
subject of the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope. I have 
always viewed him in his office, and as an abstraction — the indi- 
vidual person has never been present to my mind — -feelings I 
have on the subject — and I have avowed them openly — but, 
they are not feelings of personal hostility, nor in the remotest 
degree akin to it. They are such as I think will now be shared 
with me by all the people of England. 

The first I shall cite is dated June 18, 1825, and was 
addressed to a friend of mine, merely because he was a member 
of the House of Commons, but who has never in any way con- 
cerned himself about my views of Cape affairs ; nor did he give 
me even permission — much less encouragement to address him 
on the occasion. 

« to , ESQ. M. p. 

" Park-street, June 18, 1825. 
" MY DEAR SIR, 

" I was both surprised and concerned to see it stated in 

" the papers, that Mr. , had said in the House of 

" Commons, that ' feelings of hostility existed between Lord 

" and me/ With what sentiments Lord 

« , ■ may be actuated towards me, I neither 
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" know nor care ; but I most distinctly disclaim any thing and 
every thing like hostility on my part towards him. 
I know nothing of Lord Charles Somerset personally. The 
" only points of contact between us, have been in our mutually 
relieving each in the Government of the Cape of Good Hope ; 
" beyond this, we are strangers to each other. My feelings, 
" therefore, towards him, whatever they may be, can have no 
" origin but in public grounds ; and can have no character but 
" what springs from these grounds. 

" Having stated thus much, I have no hesitation in declaring 
" to you, what I would have declared in my place, had I sue- 
" ceeded in my endeavours to obtain a seat in the House of 
" Commons this session, that I most entirely disapprove, on 
" public grounds, of the whole of Lord Charles Somerset's con- 
" duct as Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, both in its 
" general character, and in all its details, and I am firmly con- 
" vinced that it has been most ruinous to that Colony. 

" In the welfare of that Colony I take a deep interest, not 
" more from my having held the Government for two years, and 
" from gratitude to the Colonists for their attachment to me, 
" than from the precepts and example of Earl Bathurst, who, as 
Secretary of State, taught me in his despatches, and, by the 
tenor of all his instructions, that the welfare of the Colony 
was to be first and last in my mind. - - - - But, at 
" the same time, when this disclaimer shall be made on my part 
" of any such unworthy feeling as personal hostility, (foreign as 
" it is to tny whole character and principles,) I must desire that 
" it may be coupled with a distinct declaration in my name of 
" my unqualified disapprobation of all Lord Charles Somerset's 
" measures, in general and in detail. - - - - 

" Pray, believe, my dear Sir, with much regard, &c. 

(Signed) " R. S. Donkin." 

My next extracts are from letters to the Honourable Member 
himself, who, according to the newspapers, had in his place 
accused me of entertaining an hostile, or, as, he explained after- 
wards to me, " an acrimonious feeling " towards Lord Charles 
Somerset, an accusation made, I am sure, by that Honourable 
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Member, without the slightest intention of hurting me ; hut, as 
it was of importance to me that such an impression should not 
exist, particularly in that quarter, I addressed him as follows : 
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3, Park-street, June 23, 1825. 

(Private.) 

To Esq. M. P. 

" MY DEAR SIR, 

" I was favoured with your letter of the 20th, only on 
my return from Salisbury. 
" I lose no time in assuring you that the last thing 1 would 
" be guilty of would be a want of courtesy or consideration 
" towards you, from whom I liave at all times received so 
" much politeness and attention ; but, in fact, my object was 
" to obtain in the same place, and in the same public manner in 
" which your observation was stated to "be made, an entire dis- 
a claimer on my part of any thing like a hostile or " acrimo- 
" nious " feeling towards Lord Charles Somerset ; and I must 
" entreat you to do me jnstice, at least in your own mind, on 
" that point. I have closely analysed myself on this subject, 
" and I will assert with the most entire unreserve that if I could 
" detect within me any thing of such a miserable feeling, I 
" should despise myself, and feel unworthy of that consideration 
" with which you have all along honoured me. 

" Having disclaimed one feeling, it, however, becomes me 
" to avow those I do entertain. 

" Iu my letter to Mr. ■ , of which I sent you a tjopy, I 

" have stated my entire disapprobation on public grounds, of 
" all Lord Charles Somerset's conduct as Governor of the Cape 
" of Good Hope, both in its general character and in its details ; 
" and this disapprobation of mine arrises out of a strong 
" conviction on my mind, that his administration throughout 
" had been most ruinous to the Colony. I feel, too, an abhor- 
" rence of the system of espionage which has been established 
" at the Cape, (to the dismay of the whole Colony,) as dero- 
gatory to our national character, and as contrary to the whole 
spirit and practice of His Majesty's Government here. I 
deplore deeply, the wanton destruction of Bathurst and 
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" Fredericsburg ; and the total subversion of all those measures 
" for the welfare of the new Settlers, which had received the 
" approbation of Earl Bathurst; with which the Settlers were 
" well satisfied; and for which they expressed themselves 
" grateful. I call it a wanton destruction, for Lord Charles 
" Somerset could have had no sort of authority or grounds to 
go on, for what he did, for, after landing with the astonishing 
and alarming declaration that- he would undo all that had 
" been done in his absence, he at once, on the very hour, pro- 
" ceeded to his work of destruction ! When I say he had no 

" authority or grounds to go on, &c. &c. 

« Can I help, ought I to help sympathizing with those 

unhappy victims to the hand of oppression ? Can it be ex- 
pected of me, that when J am speaking of these events, I 
can speak calmly of them ? But to turn from this scene of 
" affliction and horror — (I say horror, for several murders by 
" the Raffers were the result of the new system of frontier 
" defence; and above thirty families were reduced at once to 
misery and despair) — I will look at the finances of the 
Colony. I left a surplus revenue of 92,101 rix dollars at the 

" end of 1821. The Colony is now, Sec. 

« — -j again ask, can I see all this ruin and mischief, 

" and not feel something ! and feeling, not express what I feel ? 
" but God forbid that I should even so far forget myself as to 
" admit a personal feeling into matters of this description ; and 
" besides my repeated assertions on that head since my report 
" to Lord Bathurst, dated Cape Castle, December 1st, 1821, 
" I refer to that report, whether or no there is one word in it 
" which breathes any thing like personal resentment, although 
" it was written at a moment, when, if I had been capable of 
" such a feeling, I should have been likely to show it, as the 
" facts detailed in that report sufficiently prove ; but I was then, 

" as I am now, above all personalities ; and the and 

« which were exhibited to me and to the whole Colony 

by the individual who relieved me, were met by me only by 
silence, and by that feeling which in a mind like mine is very 
" remote indeed from hostility. 

" It is possible that you may be disposed to tell me, in 
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" answer to this letter, that I ought to have embodied all this 
" in charges against Lord Charles Somerset; my answer is, as it 
" was on a former occasion, no consideration shall ever induce 
" me to become a public accuser in my individual character. 
" I could give abundant and satisfactory reasons for this de- 
" termination, but 1 do not think it necessary to trouble you 
" with them ; and, I beg leave to add that all this has been 
" drawn from me. I have been accused in Parliament of a 
" feeling I disdain, and in my defence I have said what I have 
" said in proof, and not in accusation. 

To conclude, as I have always addressed you with the 
utmost frankness, although I hope also with the utmost 
respect, I will confess to you that had I succeeded in getting 
into the House of Commons this session, as I tried by every 
means in my power to do, I should have brought the state 
of the Cape, and the conduct of Lord Charles Somerset, 
" before that House, and in doing so, I should not only have 
announced myself as a decided supporter of Government, 
" but I should have undertaken to the best of my humble 
" abilities to prove, by facts, that no part whatever of the 
" mischiefs which have desolated the Cape for the last three 
" years, are in any way whatever imputable to His Majesty's 
" Government. 

" 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) " R. S. Donkin." 

The next extracts are from a letter to an old and intimate 
friend, dated 

" 33, Park Street, Grosvenor Square, May 11, 1826. 
" MY DEAR ' 

" No friend could do another a kinder act than you 
" have done to me ; first, by setting me right elsewhere ; and 
" then, t by telling me kindly of the erroneous opinions and 
u statements which prevail respecting what I have said— or 
" rather not said concerning the Cape. 

" I repeat to you what I said an hour ago, namely, that I 
Mi have never in any shape or way pledged myself to bring, or 
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" said I would bring, charges against Lord Charles Somerset ; 
" on the contrary, I have in very express terms declared that, 
" as a private individual, I would do no such thing ; but I have 
" made no secret of my firm determination to bring the state 
" of the Cape before the House of Commons next Session, in 
" case I succeed in obtaining a seat, of which I have every 
u prospect. 

" I have a number of facts, and dates, and documents, rela- 
* tive to the ruined finances of that Colony, which, if I become 
" a Member of Parliament, it will probably be my duty to lay 
" before the House ; but I have never given any pledge to do 
" even this ; 1 reserve the right and power ef acting for my* 
" self and by myself. There are few men whose minds are mere 
" independent than mine. 

* The wanton destruction of the establishments in Albany 
« wiU be another subject for the House to hear of if I get in, 
« and then I shall in al] probability leave it to the House and 
" to the honest feeling *f English gentlemen, &e deal with my 
*' very stiff jmd stubborn facts, and dates, and documents, as 
*" they may Chink lit. I shall certainly never maike it in any 
" way a matter of personal feeling with myself ; for, in fac4 
" I have no personal feeling in the matter, and never haro bad ; 
" and you were in a slight error in supposing that I felt out of 
" humour at certain ------ exhibited when I 

" -was relieved in my Government of .the Cape ; on the contrary, 
" I only laughed at them then, as I do now, and I only wonder 
a how any man who ------- The offence, if 

" offence there were, was against my office, which, I being the 
" King's Representative, both civil and military, claimed for 
" itself y but not for 4H„the highest -outward shew of respect. 

«----... a nd if I had not .been goaded, wor- 
" ried, and misrepresented -in every w^ay, ever since my return to 
" ^England, I should in all probability have sunk into a com- 
" fortable state of vegetation, befitting a Lieutenant (general, 
" .placed as we almost all are on the bench . of [hopeless incurables ; 
" but, roused as I have been, and called upon to >explftin t and 
" vindicate my own official conduet— implored as J have 'been 
" by the Colonists to shelter them from final ruin by represent- 
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*' ing their state, I shall feel myself bound, if I get into Par- 
" Iiament, not to disappoint their hopes, nor to allow people 
" any longer to say, (aa some do,) that I have expressed opi- 
" nions about the Cape which I cannot support hy facts, my 
" array of which, I promise you, will be formidable indeed. 

" Farewell, in haste, 

" Ever your's, 
(Signed) " R. S, Donkin." 

"To " 



x 



The last letter I shall cite was written to a friend during my 
contest for Stockbridge, and was dated 

" Stockbridge, June 9, 1826. 
" MY DEAR SIR, 

" As I have had more than one conversation with you 
" about the Cape of Good Hope, and as I believe you have 
" heard my most undisguised sentiments on the subject, I hop* 
« you will excuse my addressing you on the present occasion, 
" when I find a new system of tactique is set on foot, the object 
" of which is to invalidate whatever I may state in the House 
" of Commons, by charging me with unworthy motives of per- 
" sonal hostility towards Lord Charles Somerset, and by im~ 
" puting to me a declaration which never entered into my head 
" and which therefore I never could have made ; namely, * that 
" ' my sole object in getting into Parliament was to assail and 
" ' ruin Lord Charles Somerset/ " , 

" I think I may appeal with confidence to you as to the false- 
" hood, of this latter assertion, as far as your knowledge of my 
" expressed sentiments goes ; and I trust you will recollect the 
" gradations by which I have ^enforced out of the quiet life 
" I was disposed to lead, to try to take refuge in Parliament 
" for my own security, and to protect my own honour. 

" No idea of going into Parliament ever entered my head, 
" until I found by my correspondence with the Colonial Depart- 
"^ment, that Lord Charles Somerset had not only overturned 
" all my arrangements at the Cape, but that he was trying to 
"justify his monstrous proceedings there by inculpating me; 
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" and when, being hunted from England to Scotland/ and from 
" Scotland to Italy, with questions and cross questions, I re- 
" ceived at Rome a reprimand from — — much more 
" severe than any thing of the sort I ever got in the army, 
" (where, by the way, we do not mince these matters either,) I 
" at once declared that there was no safety for me but in the 
" House of Commons, and soon after my return to England I 
" set about looking out for a seat, and I hare never lost sight 
" of it since. 

" If this be ' coming into Parliament for the sole object of 
" ' assailing and ruining Lord Charles Somerset/ I must plead 
guilty ; but my view of the matter is, that I am trying to get 
into Parliament to prevent him from injuring me. I avow, 
" and have avowed this motive all along ; and if my testimony 
"in Parliament is to be attacked because one of my motives, 
" and, at one time indeed, my only motive, was what I have 
" stated, I will meet that attack by throwing myself upon the 
" House. , 

4 

" But, as time elapsed, every pacquet brought me complaints 
u and entreaties of interference for the ruined and oppressed 
u Settlers, and other Colonists, and, insensibly, I found myself 
" charged by the suffering victims of Lord Charles Somerset's 
u misrule, with the public duty of bringing their case before 
" Parliament ; and thus has there sprung up a second motive 
" to urge me to get into the House ; and I am not ashamed of, 
u nor do I disavow either of these motives. 
. " As to personal hostility, I have so constantly, from the first, 
" disclaimed this in all my correspondence with the Colonial 
" Department, as well as in all my private communications, that 
" I can add nothing to those my reiterated and unqualified dis- 
" claimers. 

" I never have been, I never can be Lord Charles Somerset's 
" personal enemy. It is not in the nature of things — it is im- 
< c possible ; my feelings towards him indeed are* strong, and I 
" have never concealed them ; but they all originate in my ab- 
" horrcnce of his ruinous and oppressive system of government 
" at the Cape, by which he has destroyed the finances of the 
" Colony-— sapped the very foundations o£ social order and in- 
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" terchange of confidence amongst individuals — and trampled 
K under foot the unhappy Settlers, whom I was ordered to 

remind, that although they were far from their native land, 

' they were not removed beyond the sphere of His Majesty's 
" c paternal care and protection ! ' 

These are the feelings 1 have — these I have all along 
" avowed — and these I shall carry into Parliament if I succeed 

in getting there. 

It has been more than once hinted to me, that my stirring 

this affair will be construed into an attack on His Majesty's 
" Government. 

" I have always treated such an insinuation as a shameful 
" satire on that Government ; and I am quite convinced that 
" Ministers will never identify themselves with any man who 
" shall be proved to have abused the powers entrusted to him 
" as Lord Charles Somerset has done ; and that the only sup- 
" port he will receive from them will be that legitimate coun- 
" tenance and protection to which he is entitled by his office as 
" long aa he holds it ; and of which protection I should be one 
" of the last men to wish to deprive him. 

" May I beg that you will endeavour in fairness to me to 
" let the contents of this letter be known, and pray 

" Believe me, my dear Sir, Your's, &c. 
(Signed) " R. S. Donkin." 

I have now done ! but I stand, like Aladdin with his won- 
derful lamp, marvelling at the thing I have conjured up ! I 
had no conception myself of what materials I had till I looked 
them over, and came to give them order and form. 

The labour has been great, and the feeling accompanying 
it most painful on many accounts, but, " liberavi animum 
" metim." R. S. D. 



THE END. 



WhJUog, Beaa/ort Howe, Strud. 



ERRATA. 

Page 13, line 8 from the bottom, for " an unusual " read " a new 

and difficult duty/' &c. 
Page 15, line 11, for " the high sense," &c. read " my high sense." 
Page Sf , line 13, for " reputed," read " repeated" 
Page 45, line 6 from the bottom, for " believe never has," read 

" assure me they believe it never has." 
Page 47, line 11 from the bottom, for " blend," read " blind:' 
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